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LETTER  XXV. 
P.  P.  Efq.  to  Mifs  Caroline  T A 

Laurel-mount,  Jan. 
My  Dear  Girl, 

MY  Lord  entertained  us  at  din- 
ner with  a  long  account  of  the  amufements 
he  had  experienced  during  the  day,  and 
feemed  in  no  way  folicitous  on  the  fcore 
of  Lady  B — — 's  uneafinefs;  for  indeed 
he  treated  the  circumftance  with  the  great- 
eft  fang-froidj  by  faying  to  her,  he  hoped 
fhe  had  pafied  an  agreeable  day  ?  to  which 
fne  anfwered,  it  had  been  the  moji  tranquil 
VOL.  II.  a  JJie 
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JJie  had  experienced  fincejlie  had  the  honour 
to  be  his  Lady,  and  flattered  herfelfy  that  the 
lejfon  he  had  given  her  that  morning  would 
prove  the  mojl  Jalutary  Jlie  had  ever  received. 
My  Lord  replied,  that  he  hoped  it  would, 
and  faid  he  rejoiced  he  had  unintention- 
ally been  the  inftrument  of  doing  fo  much 
good. — 

Lady  B—  had  hitherto  appeared 
ferene  and  firm,  but  this  raillery  of  my 
Lord's  brought  tears  into  her  eyes,  which 
when  I  had  perceived,  I  told  her,  that  was 
not  confident  with  the  affurances  (lie  had 
given  me;  and  by  turning  theconverfation, 
my  Lord  became  hilarious,  and  when  Lady 

£ retired,    I  confeffed  to   him  my 

reafons  for  not  attending  him  that  day. — 
He  faid,  with  feeming  indifference,  he 
thought  if  I  had  been  with  him  I  fhould 
.  have  enjoyed  much  fport,  and  upon  my 
attempting  to  renew  the  converfation,  he 
begged   I  would  not  take  any  notice  of 

Lady 
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Lady  B — 's  humours,  for,  (lie  certainly 
was  the  mod  capricious  woman  alive,  and 
if  he  had  nothing  elfe  to  mind,  he  fhoUld 
be  continualy  peftered  with  her  temper. 

I  begged  him  not  to  treat  with  fo  much 
levity  a  fubjeQ;  in  which  his  honour,  his 
humanity,  his  felicity,  and  his  name  as 
a  gentleman  were  fo  materially  con- 
cerned. 


I    then    told  him   that   Lady   B. 


had  promifed  from  that  day,  me  would  en- 
deavour to  refume  her  cheerfulnefs,  and 
in  future  would  not  fuffer  her  mind  to  be 
agitated  by  domeftic  feuds ; — but  without 
mentioning  what  concerned  his  bed;  as 
that  would  have  been  highly  indelicate  as 
well  as  improper  ;  and  after  deprecating 
the  confequences  which  might  flow  from 
his  indifference  and  inattention,  I  con- 
jured him  by  all  the  ties  which  a  gentle- 
man holds  facred,  to  recollect,  that  the 
jb  z  violation 
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violation  of  any  one  of  thofe  principles 
would  fix  an  indelible  ftain  upon  his 
name,  which  in  the  eyes  of  virtuous  men, 
would  never  appear  to  be  removed. 

After  moralifing  for  fome  time  in  that 
kind  of  way,  my  Lord  burft  into  a  fit  of 
laughter,  and  faid,  he  believed  I  had  been 
a  man  of  more  fpirit,  than  to  be  affected  by 
things  which  were  fo  ridiculoufly  nonfen- 
fical. 

I  was  convinced  by  this  laft  ftroke,  that 

Lady  B was  in  the  right,  and  that 

his  Lordfhip  mull  be  incorrigible ;  and  in 
that  opinion  I  was  as  cheerful  as  the  im- 
preffions  which  the  adventures  of  the  day 
had  produced,  would  permit. 

AVe  fat   as  ufual  after  dinner; — Lady 

B, having  fent  our  coffee  from  her 

dreffing-room.  And  as  my  Lord  was  a 
bon  compagnion   over    a  bottle,  I   fhould 

have 
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have  drowned  in  wine  the  recollection  of 
mifery,  if  it  had  been  poflible  to  have  for- 
gotten, that  at  the  very  moment,  when  we 
were  indulging  in  all  the  extravagance  of 

that  felnfh  amufement,  Lady  B was 

brooding  over  thofe  unpleafant  thoughts, 
which  had  been  generated  in  confequence 
of  my  Lord's  contumely — and  who  was 
left  to  pine  in  fecret — loft  to  all  thofe  fa- 
cial pleafures,  for  which  the  hearts  of  amia- 
ble women  are  fo  admirably  formed,: — and 
whofe  mortifications  are  confequently  fo 
much  more  poignant. 

It  was  under  the  influence  of  fuch  re- 
flections, abftracted  from  more  tender  fen- 
fations,  that  I  paffed  a  molt  unpleafant  af- 
ternoon.— 

It  was  late  before  we  retired  to  Lady 

B *s  drenrng-room,  and  not  until  the 

fervants  wanted  to  lay  fupper.    When  we 

entered,  fhe  was  fitting  reading  the  Moor 

b  3  of 
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of  Venice,  and  at  that  moment  the  paffage 
where  I  a  go  fays, 

"  Trifles  light  as  air 
Are,  to  the  jealous,  confirmations  fliong 
As  proofs  of  holy  writ." 

And  as  (he  was  much  ftruck  with  the  idea, 
{he  appealed  to  my  Lord,  to  know,  if  he 
did  not  think  in  that  infiance  Shakefpear, 
that  great  matter  of  nature,  had  indulged 
his  imagination,  and  exceeded  the  limits,  to 
which  the  mod  wicked  defign,  and  the  molt 
credulous,  are  carried  by  their  jealoufy. 
My  Lord  anfwered  in  the  affirmative ;  but 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  proved  he  did  not 
attend  to  what  had  been  faid,  and  without 
farther  ceremony  threw  himfelf  down  upon 
the  fofa,  and  in  lefs  than  a  minute  he  was 
found  afleep.  In  that  fituation  I  was  left 
with  Lady  B- until  fupper  was  an- 
nounced, which  was  nearly  an  hour  after 
we  had  entered  the  room. 

I  found 
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I  found  that  (he  was  perfectly  tranquil, 
and  that  the  exercife  fhe  had  received  from 
the  feveral  turns  we  had  taken  during  the 
day,  upon  the  grafs  walk,  and  the  calm 
which  had  fucceeded  in  her  bofom,  tended 
to  make  her  countenance  more  than  ufually 
animated. 

"  One  brilliant  eye-ball  fhot  a  beam  of  fire, 
Another  languifned  blue  as  ajthferfi  light: 
Here  dignity  and  heav'n  his  touch  infpire, 
There   dimpling,   laughing   beauty  charms  his 
fight." 

I  felicitated  her  upon  her  firmnefs; — for 
which  (he  thanked  me  with  a  moft  compla- 
cent affability;  and  then  entered  into  a 
converfation  with  me,  upon  the  fubject  of 
the  Moor's  fufpicions  of  Defdemona's 
virtue,  when  fhe  appeared  decidedly  of 
opinion,  that  it  was  not  poflible,  there 
ever  could  have  been  fuch  a  monfter  as 
Iago. 

b  4  Such 
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Such  was  the  innocence  of  a  heart, 
which  unhacknied  in  the  ways  of  the  world, 
and  incapable  as  fhe  was  of  diiTimula- 
tion,  I  could  not  enforce  upon  her  mind, 
a  belief  that  fuch  bafe  arts  were  frequently 
praciifed  upon  men  of  warm  pafhons  for 
the  moil  atrocious  purpofes;  and  which 
had  frequently  been  the  caufe  of  driving 
women  of  honour  to  extremes,  that  ended 
in  the  molt  lamentable  confequences;  and 
which  was  a  moft  emphatical  call  upon  all 
all  men  of  fentiment  and  delicacy,  to  be 
extremely  cautious,  not  only  how  they 
yield  to  fuch  infinuations,  but  which  proves 
how  neceflary  it  is  to  prevent  their  tem- 
pers from  difcovering  fuch  fufpicions;  for 
it  is  not  poffible  for  a  woman  of  fpirit  to 
brook  reflections  injurious  to  the  purity  of 
her  honour. 

After  my  Lord  was  roufed  from  his 
{lumber,  and  had  arrived  in  the  (upper- 
room,  he  began  with  his  ufual  volubility 

to 
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to  expatiate  upon  the  excellence  of  his 
dogs,  the  breed  of  his  hunters,  and  the 
various  pleafures  that  were  to  be  derived 
from  fuch  manly  amufements  as  courfmg 
and  hunting:  and  while  the  moft  intereft- 
ing  being  in  the  world  was  again  reduced 
to  a  cypher,  if  it  is  poflible  for  love  itfelf 
to  be  a  cypher,  I  was  forcibly  (truck  with 
the  contrail  of  ideas,  between  what  was 
pairing,  and  thofe  of  a  charming  woman, 
who  added  to  a  moft  lively  fenfibility,  the 
moft  brilliant  wit  and  captivating  vivacity, 
which  kindled  into  rapture  the  admiring 
fenfes;  for  fhe  feemed  to  breath  fentiment, 
talked  like  Minerva,  and  looked  like  the 
Queen  of  Beauty;  fo  that  my  wonder  was 
for  a  time  fufpended  by  my  indignation, 
exccited  by  the  thought,  that  the  preva- 
lence of  manners,  mould  not  only  ftrike  at 
the  root  of  the  colloquial  hanpinefs  of  ra- 
tional beings,  but  which  fubftituted  the 
practice  oi  je-junes  and  anomalous  conver-' 
iations,  in  the  place  of  brilliancy  of  thought, 
b  5  and 
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and  elegance  of  expreftlon,  and  which  im- 
perceptibly, when  fine  women  have  their 
(hare  of  it,  gives  the  mod  lovely  polifh  to 
manners,  and  zeft  to  the  charms  of  fo- 
ciety. 

When  I  fpeak  of  wit,  my  friend,  I  do 
not  mean  that  flippancy  of  expreffion, 
which  is  too  often  miftaken  for  it.  And 
as  that  great  man  Frederic  II.  king  of 
PrufTia,  has  given  a  definition  of  wit,  which 
ought  to  be  written  in  letters  of  gold,  and 
for  fear  that  you  may  not  have  met  with 
it,  I  will  tranfcribe  it  for  you  as  well  as  my 
memory  will  permit. 

u  When  the  wit  is  too  pert  it  makes 
"  us  guilty  of  folly,  but  when  its  ardour 
"  and  rapidity  are  under  the  guidance  of 
<(  reafon,  when  it  is  prompt  to  conceive, 
"  quick  in  combining,  and  brilliant  in  re- 
««  ply,  the  man  of  wit  in  the  general  opi- 
*  nion,  is  fuperior  to  other  men." 

Lady 
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Lady  B retired  a  little  before  twelve 

o'clock,  and  as  my  Lord  had  drank  much 
during  the  day  I  prefume,  befides  what  he 
had  taken  after  dinner,  he  was  unable  to  fit 
iblong  as  ufual ;  fo  that  I  was  relieved  from 
that  ennui  which  proceeds  from  being  com- 
pelled to  attend  totheconverfation  of  a  per- 
fon,  when  it  is  not  in  the  feaft  intereiling;. 
and  particularly  fo,  when  the  mind  is  to- 
tally abforbed  with  confiderations  of  the 
moft  fenfible  kind. 

Heavens,  faid  I  to  myfelf,  when  I  had 
got  into  bed,,  to  what  a  ftate  of  degrada- 
tion and  miiery,  have  the  manners  of  the 
world  reduced  thoufands  of  amiable  and 
fenfible  beings? 

When  I  contemplated  the  graces  of  the 
fpring,.  which  yields  fo  many  fweets,  when 
impregnated  with  the  fragrance  of  the 
riches  which  fair  plora,  in  all  the  efful- 
gence of  her    reign    diiFufes.       When    I 

brought 
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brought  to  my  imagination  the  blooming  rofe 
that  converts  the  morning  dew  into  fpark- 
ling  neclar — when  I  figured  to  my  mind 
the  gay  fcenesof  a  luxuriant  verdure  which 
gives  enchantment  to  the  mild  evenings  of 
the  vernal  feafon,  when  univerfal  love 
Teems  to  pervade  the  whole  creation. — 
While  I  admired  the  myriads  of  orbs  that 
decorate  the  heavens,  and  revolving  in 
perfect  harmony,  moot  their  mild  beams, 
and  illumine  the  vault  of  the  high  empy- 
rean regions  in  their  infinite  progreffion; 
how  ineffably  beautiful  and  fublime,  faid 
I,  are  the  works  and  operations  of  nature? 
and  how  prepofterous  have  been  thofe 
manners,  which  have  deftroyed  the  plea- 
fures  that  flow  from  the  benign  goodnefs 
of  a  bountiful  Creator  ?  and,  what  a  fhame- 
ful  facrilege  have  we  committed  againft 
heaven,  for  having  deftroyed  thofe  exqui- 
fite  joys  which  are  fpontaneous? 

Judge,  my  Caroline,  what  were  my  fen- 
fations  in  my  then  ftate  of  mind,   after  I 

had 
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had  juft  been  the  fpectator  of  the  mod  ani- 
mated beauty  retiring  in  fadnefs,  through 
the  gloom  of  night,  to  reprobate  that  def- 
potilm  which  furrounds  you  with  all  the 
variety  and  elegance  nature  and  art  can 
produce,  and  then  interdicts  its  appropri- 
ation ?  It  was  too  cruel — And  when  the 
vigils  of  the  night  warned  me  of  the  ap- 
proach of  day,  which  peeping  through  the 
curtains  of  the  dark,  lighted  my  apartment; 
I  rofe  to  revifit  that  alcove  where  I  had  pafT- 
ed  the  preceding  day  in  all  the  tranfports, 
the  emotions  of  love,  honour,  pity,  forrow, 
and  indignation  can  excite. 

I  had  parTed  a  long  and  folitary  morning 
without  a  thought  about  breakfaft,  w7hen 

I  obferved  Lady  B approaching  the 

alcove,  attended  by  Sophia,  who  was  car- 
rying her  books — fhe  appeared  to  be  per- 
fectly tranquil  and  compcfed;  and  after  I 
had  enquired  how  (he  had  retted,  fhe  began 
to  converfe  with  more  than  her  ufual  viva- 
city 
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city  upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  horeft  Moor, 
as  me  called  bun,  and  (till  feemed  to  think 
it  was  impofiible  there  ever  could  have 
been  fuch  a  character  as  Iago.  Pray,  faid 
I,  did  you  never  read  Othello  before  ?  Oh 
yes!  often,  fhe  replied;  but  confeffed  ne- 
ver with  attention  ;  and  could  not  give  a 
reafon  why  fhe  had  never  admired  a  tragedy 
which  was  one  of  the  mod  celebrated  that 
Shakefpear  ever  wrote ;  for  no  perfon 
could  have  a  higher  opinion  of  his  genius 
and  beauties.  I  told  her  there  appeared 
fomething  in  the  character  of  Iago  fo  in- 
humanly wicked  to  an  ingenuous  mind,  that 
even  difgufted  it  with  the  man  who  repre- 
fented  the  character  upon  the  ftage,  and 
every  thing  which  is  fo  unnatural,  certainly 
muft  give  pain,  inftead  of  affording  plea- 
fure  ;  but  that  it  was  not  from  a  fuperfkial 
view  we  could  form  an  eftimate  of  a  work 
of  fuch  an  exquifite  nature  as  the  play  of 
Othello; — and  with  her  permifiion  I  would 
begin  and  read  it  through,  and  if  fhe  would 

watch 
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watch  the  incidents,  and  obferve  how  won- 
derful are  the  concatenation  of  circumftan. 
ces  which  work  upon  the  credulous  and 
honefl  heart  of  the  Moor  ;  and  that  when 
fhe  entered  into  the  defigns  ol  a  wicked 
man,  and  noticed  the  nice  gradations  by 
which  the  fecret  fprings  of  the  human  mind 
is  moved  when  impaflioned  by  love  and 
jealoufy,  fhe  would  not  only  fee  how  per- 
fectly Shakefpear  underftood  the  human 
heart,  but  fhe  would  difcern  the  probabi- 
lity of  the  effecls  which  the  defigns  of  Iago 

produced.     Lady    B thanked  me, 

and  promifed  to  attend — I  went  on — fhe 
became  fo  abforbed  with  the  ftory,  that 
when  Othello  laid  "  put  out  the  light  and 
"  then — put  out  the  light" — fhe  fainted  as 
compleatly  as  though  the  circumftance  had 
been  real  and  prefent  to  her  view. — I  had 
caught  her  in  my  arms  when  a  footman 
darted  upon  us,  and  faid,  that  my  Lord 
fent  his  compliments  to  me,  and  wifhed  I 

would 
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would  take  an  airing  with  him  in  his  curri- 
cle. I  defired  him  in  anfwer,  to'telj  his 
Lordfhip  that  I  was  reading  for  Lady  B — , 
and  begged  that  he  would  excufe  me; — For 
it  would  not  only  have  been  a  breach  of 
politenefs  to  have  broken  a  prior  engage- 
ment, but  it  would  have  been  inhuman  to 
have  left  her  even  when  fhe  had  recovered.. 

Upon  Lady  B 's  recovery  I  told 

her  I  was  extremely  forry  for  having  in- 
duced her  to  have  been  fo  very  attentive  to 
fo  interefting  and  pathetic  a  tale,  but  if  flic 
would  forgive  me,  I  would  atone  for  my 
fault  by  reading  more  cheerful  fubje&s, 
and  as  I  was  going  to  take  up  Don  Quixote, 
which  was  among  the  books  that  Sophia 
had  brought,  fhe  faid,  I  had  not  been  to 
blame,  for  fhe  had  taken  fuch  an  intereftin 
the  fate  of  the  unfortunate  Defdemona,  that 
fhe  thought  fhe  beheld  the  Moor  ready  to 
commit  the  fatal  deed :  and  if  I  would  ex- 
cufe 
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cufe  her,  me  would  take  a  few  turns  upon 
the  grafs  walk  and  endeavour  to  recover 
her  fpirits. 

The   circumftance  of  the  mefTage  I  had 

forgotten   to  mention  to    Lady  B , 

and  as  her  cheerfulnefs  by  degrees  return- 
ed, we  converfed  upon  a  variety  of  fubje&s 
without  hinting,  in  the  moft  diftant  way,  at 
the  preceding  day's  converfation. 

Never,  my  friend,  was  I  more  charmed— 
never  did  a  mind  difcover  a  more  facred 
regard  for  all  the  principles  of  honour  and 
humanity — never  was  there  a  foul  more 
replete  with  that  celeftiai  fire  which  glows 
with  purity  and  virtue — I  was  intoxicated 
with  admiration,  and  in  that  ethereal  ele- 
ment of  blifs,  which  gilds  the  fleeting  mo- 
ments as  they  pafs,  I  thought  the  fun  had 
fcarcey  paffed  its  meridian,  when  Sophia 
came  to  inform  Lady  B that  as  din- 
ner would  be  on  table  at  fix  o'clock,  there 

would 
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would  be  very  little  time  for  her  to  drefs, 
and  that  Sir  J —  C — ,  and  the  Hon.  \V — 
H —  were  to  dine  with  my  Lord. 

Such,  my  charming  Caroline,  were  the 
events  of  the  fecond  day  of  the  alcove, 
which  the  letter  I  have  this  moment  received 
from  you  tells  me  has  excited  your  fears; 
and  if  you  will  permit  me,  I  will  anfwer  i* 
firft,  and  will  then  proceed  agreeable  to  my 
promife.     I  am, 

Your  affectionate  friend, 

P.     P L 


LET- 
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LETTER  XXVI. 
P.  P ,  Efq.  to  Mifs  Caroline  T- 


Laurel-mounl,  Feb. 

I  Experienced  the  moft  lively 
pleafiire,  my  dear  girl,  to  find  by  your  laft 
favour,  that  your  fpirits  are  in  a  degree 
tranquillized,  and  that  you  are  fo  tremb- 
lingly alive  to  the  feelings  of  honour  and 
thefacred  ties  of  hofpitality. — 

But  while  I  admire  your  extreme  fenfi- 
bility,  I  mud  affure  you,  that  there  could 
have  been  nothing  on  my  part,  which  ap- 
pears like  a  breach  of  confidence. 


I   had  communicated  to  Lord  B- 


my  fentiments   refpecling  the  diftrefles  to 

which 
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which  women  of  honour  and  delicacy  are 
fubjecl,  from  the  tyranny  of  thofe  cuftoms 
which  prevent  a  friend  from  offering  to 
mitigate  their  forrows  by  attention,  and  that 
refpecl  which  are  fo  peculiarly  foothing  to 
the  feminine  mind.  He  mufl  have  known 
it  would  be  natural  for  me  with  fuch  fenti- 

ments  to  take  an  interefl  in  Lady  B 's 

inquietudes. 

I  confefs  I  did  not  attend  to  the  preju- 
dices of  the  world,  as  I  looked  upon  the 

happinefs  of  Lady  B fuperior  to  every 

other  confideration ;  and  if  I  could  not 
expect  there  would  be  a  reciprocal  pleafure 
in  my  attentions,  I  conceive  that,  however 
felfifh  the  object  may  appear,  it  was  the 
more  laudable. 

"  As  to  what  is  called  honour,  there  is 
"  a  material  diftinction  between  that  which 
"  is  founded  on  the  opinion  of  the  world> 
".  and  that  which  is  derived  from  felf-efteem. 

«  The 
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c<  The  firft  is  nothing  but  the  loud  voice 
u  of  foolifh  prejudice,  which  has  no  more 
«*  liability  than  the  wind;  but  the  bafis  of 
cc  the  latter  is  fixed  in  the  eternal  truths  of 
<c  morality;"  which  is  regulating  our  acti- 
ons according  to  the  undeviable  obligations 
that  refult  from  the  nature  of  our  very 
exiftence,  and  the  relation  of  life,  whether 
to  our  Creator,  or  to  our  fellow  creatures ; 
which  principles  appear  to  me  to  compre- 
hend the  whole  of  human  virtues;  and  a 
ftricl;  regard  to  fuch,  is  the  only  criterion 
by  which  we  are  enabled  to  eftimate  the 
purity  and  judgment  of  any  human  being. 

The  inftability  and  very  genius  of  human 
nature  has,  to  be  fure,  at  all  times  made  po- 
litical laws  necefTary  for  the  government  of 
civil  fociety.  But  unfortunately,  while 
manners  have  been  in  a  gradual  ftate  of 
improvement,  individuals  have  been  the 
fufferers  ;  and  thus  it  has  happened  that  the 
weak  have  been  continually  opprefled  by 

the 
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the  caprice  or  tyranny  of  inhuman  inftitu- 
tions;  and  untill  laws  are  made  more  con- 
formable to  the  principles  of  morality,  and 
the  unalienable  privileges  of  our  nature, 
the  voice  of  the  world  will  continually  de- 
cry the  conduct,  of  thofe  who  are  governed 
by  the  pure  and  celeilial  precepts  of  virtue 
in  contempt  of  that  prejudice  which  has  no 
rule  or  reafon  to  direct,  it  but  the  crude 
cultoms  of  a  half-civilized  world. 

Let  us  for  a  moment  take  a  view  of  man, 
artificial  as  he  has  been  formed,  imperious, 
-ullen,  and  weak,  ever  aiming  at  the  eftab- 
lifhment  of  laws  to  fuit  his  own  immediate 
convenience:  and  if  civilization  and  the 
polifh  of  manners  have  in  a  degree  fmoothed 
the  barbarous  inftitutions  of  our  forefathers, 
and  given  a  due  rank  and  fupport  to  wo- 
men who  have  been  happily  married,  in 
how  many  inftances  have  their  defpotifm 
reduced  many  wc  men  of  exalted  characters 
to  a  ilate  of  degradation  which  is  fhocking 

to 
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to  delicacy,  and  which  has  placed  an  odium 
upon  human  dignity,  as  flagrant  as  it  Was 
fhameful  ? 

It  is  when  laws  or  cuftoms  interfere  with 
the  duty  we  owe  either  to  God  or  to  our 
fellow  creatures,  that  we  are  conftrained, 
from  a  principle  of  honour,  to  refill  their 
influence: — For  thus  it  has  happened,  that 
having  fhamefully  too  long  negle&ed  to 
correct  their  deipotifm ;  what  are  called 
the  factitious  duties  of  fociety,  have  led  to 
the  mod  deteftible  facrikge  againft  nature 
and  call  more  emphatically  aloud  for  an 
amelioration  in  fuch  monftrous  practices, 
than  could  the  mod  brilliant  differtation 
upon  the  fubjcct.  The  world  has  [lumbered 
too  long. 

The  firft  aim  of  fociety  is  to  protect 
every  individual  in  the  enjoyment  of  thofe 
abfolute  rights  with  which  they  were  invert- 
ed  at  the  creation — which  were  not  only 

antecedent 
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antecedent  to  the  formation  of  ftates— 
which  are  not  only  paramount,  but  which 
are  immutable,  and  cannot  be  revoked  or 
abridged  by  any  tribunal  upon  earthy  far- 
ther than  it  is  abfolutely  neceifary  that  they 
fhould  be  furrendered  for  the  order  and 
benefit  of  fociety ;  and  therefore  it  ought- 
to  be  the  bufinefs  of  every  government,  in 
the  formation  of  laws,  to  regard  both  the 
dictates  of  reafon  and  morality — indeed 
they  are  coexiftent  and  infeparable — they 
are  the  gifts  of  God,  of  which  no  human 
power  can  deprive  us ;  but  as  we  degenerate 
under  the  influence  of  a  bafe  jur  if  prudence. 

H  Ye  tyrants  entrufled  with  power, 
Who  often  the  helplefs  opprefs, 

sTis  yours  to  prefume  for  an  hour, 
It  is  their's  to  think  on  redrefs." 

I  have  been  infenfibly  drawn  into  this 
length  upon  this  fubject,  my  dear  Caroline, 
by  that  repugnance  I  feel  to  a  fyftem  fo 
very  reprehenfible   and  while  1  deprecate 

its 
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its  effects,  I  fear,  that  nothing  fhort  of  a 
total  difference  of  education  will  be  able 
to  prevent  them. 

Will  yon  forgive  me  if  I  -digrefs,  and 
offer  my  fentiments  upon  that  important 
fubjecl. — a  fubjecl  which  there  has  been  fo 
much  find  upon  by  men  of  firft  rate  talents; 
but  unfortunately  for  the  world,  they  have 
either  been  too  fond  of  perfecting  their 
theoretical  fyftems,  or  of  difplaying  their 
ingenuity — The  fubjecl  yet  requires  to  be 
fimplifled,  and  perhaps  a  few  years  experi- 
ence, with  the  aid  of  the  books  already 
wTitten  upon  the  fubjecl:,  will  do  more  good 
than  would  the  molt  elaborate  production. 

Rouffeau,  who'  went  to  an  extreme  in 
almoft  every  thing  which  he  wrote,  fo  he 
did  in  his  Emeliu^;  but,  (till  I  think  tie 
evil  effects  arifing  from  bad  education  muff 
every  day  tend  to  convince  all  rational 
minds  of  the  neceflity    of  teaching  youth, 

vol.  ii.  c  however 
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however  exalted  their  rank  in  life,  or 
fplendid  their  profpe&s  of  fortune,  fome 
appropriate  art  or  employment  which  would 
not  only  accuftom  them  to  the  habits  of 
induftry,  but  which  might  become  ufeful 
to  them  in  cafe  of  a  change  of  circumftan- 
tes.  No  human  being  can  be  exempt  from 
the  contingencies  of  fortune. 

There  mould  be  play  given  to  the  genius 
and  paffions;  for  the  greateft  evils  in  life 
flow  from  too  great  a  coercion  upon  the 
minds  of  youth — For  which  reafon  they 
fhould  be  made  familiar  with  every  thing 
that  is  not  vicious. — 

It  is  from  too  great  a  reftraint  upon  the 
infant  mind,  that  it  is  led  to  fuppofe  fome- 
thing  magical  in  whatever  it  may  be  pro- 
hibited; while  myftery  never  fails  to  in- 
flame the  paffions — prompts  it  to  indulgen- 
ces clandeftinely,  when  the  natural  confe- 

quences 
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quences  are,  the  pra&ice  of  tergiverfation, 
falfhood,  perfidy,  and  the  whole  train  of 
vices  natural  to  a  fanguine  and  vigorous  con- 
flitution,  if  once  it  tranfgrefTes  the  bounds 
of  a  narrow  and  injudicious  education. 

Let  youth  be  taught  to  diftinguifh  be- 
tween right  and  wrong, — virtue  and  vice, 
and  their  concomitant  rewards  and  punifh- 
ments — Let  them  be  (hewn  the  effects  from 
certain  caufes,  which  are  incidental  to  us 
as  moral  beings,  and  that  it  is  firft  necefTary 
to  make  themielves  ufeful  to  fociety,  before 
they  can  expect  to  be  efteemed. 

With  fuch  inftructions  it  is  moft  likely 
the  world  would  regain  that  fmcerity  they 
have  imperceptibly  loft,  from  the  influ- 
ence of  a  fyftem  fo  much  at  variance  with 
reafon  and  morality;  and  which  has  been 
productive,  at  lead,  of  half  the  evils  to 
which  we  are  fubject. 


c  2  I  wil 


«s 
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•  I  will  fay  nothing  of  the  education  of 
girls,  for  the  amendment  of  the  one,  would 
naturally  lead  to  the  amelioration  of  the 
other — And  if  women  have  in  fome  inftan- 
ces  difcovered  vices  incompatible  with 
delicacy,  I  am  convinced  they  were  foreign 
to  their  nature,  and  proceeded  from  the 
unnatural  restraints  under  which  they  live 
in  every  country  upon  the  globe. 

Every  thing  has  been  perverted— and 
while  the  tyranny  of  cuftom  has  fubftitutcd 
duplicity  for  candour,  the  crude  fentimeuts 
of  cunning  have  deflroyed  that  genuine 
felicity  which  Hows  from  the  genial  current 
of  the  human  heart;  and  thus  the  blandiih- 
rnents  of  our  pleafures  have  loft  that  fafci- 
nating  charm  which  fo  peculiarly  enhances 
the  value  of  our  exifience. — 

While  we  have  been  governed  in  our 
amjRments  by  ridiculous  forms,  and  di- 
rected by  fhamefui  infincerity  and  fubter- 

fuge 
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fuge  in  our  manners  and  conduct,  we  have 
omitted  to 

"  Mark  how  fpring 


The  tender  plants,  how  blows  the  citron  grove 
That  drops  the  myrrh,  and  what  the  balmy  reed  j 
How  nature  paints  her  colours;  how  the  bee 
Sits  on  the  bloom  extracting  liquid  fweets." 

And  while  tumultuous  pleafures  have 
continued  to  deftroy  that  lively  fenfibility 
which  characterizes  the  rational  and  inno- 
cent heart,  a  depravity  has  become  fo  ge- 
neral, that  it  has  commonly  been  miftaken 
for  turpitude ;  and  thus  hardened,  the  world 
has  become  incapable  of  receiving  that 
happinefs  in  retirement  which  flows  from 
innocence,  virtue,  and  beauty  ;  and  which 
felicity  is  heightened  with  the  tranfporting 
confideration,  that  it  is  not  dependent  upon 
the  caprice  of  fortune,  or  the  adventitious 
aids  of  art. 

You  mufi  forgive,  my  dear  friend,  the 

length  to  which  I  have  digreffed  ;  for  wl.en- 

c  3  ever 
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ever  I  touch  upon  a  fubjecl  which  brings 
to  my  mind  the  recollection  of  fo  many 
difaftrous  events,  that  were  the  refult  of 
the  depravity  of  the  times,  I  cannot  help 
reprobating  a  degeneracy  fo  baneful  to 
the  happinefs  we  are  by  nature  formed  to 
experience.  God  blefs  you,  my  dear  girl, 
and  permit  me  to  aiTure  you,  thatl  love 
you  more  than  ever,  if  poflible,  for  your 
attachment  to  virtue  and  honour. 

Adieu* 

P.  P 


LET. 
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LETTER  XXVII. 
Mifs  Caroline  T n  to  P.  P.  Efq. 

Pittfburg,  Feb. 

My  dear  Friend, 

INSTEAD  of  allaying  my  fears 
your  two  laft  letters  have  increased  them 
^— I  now  fear  that  you  were  aiming  at  the 
practice  of  a  virtue,  that  is  not  in  the 
power  of  any  human  being  to  acconi- 
plifh. 

It  was  a-  ftrange  omiffion  not  to  inform 

Lady   B —  of  my   Lord's  meflage — 

it  was  leaving  her  ignorant  of  a  circum- 
ftance  which  might  lead  to  the  moft  fatal 
confequences — confequences  that  might 
prove  to  her  ruinous  paft  redemption; 
and  which  fituation,  knowing  ray  Lord's 
c  4  difpoiition 
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difpofkion  better  than  you  poffibly  could, 
ihe  was  better  qualified  to  judge  of  the 
propriety  of  the  anfwer  you   returned  to 

Lord  B ys  meffage.     It  was   a  ftrange 

punctilious  regard  to  etiquette,  in  whichyou 
teem  to  have  acted  in  contempt  of  the 
eftablifhed  opinions  of  the  world — I  know 
yotfr  refuge-— you  will  plead  the  influence 
of  your  pafiions;  but  that  in  my  opinion 
ought  to  have  put  you  more  upon  your 
guard.      How  could  you  expect,  or  with 

what  face  to  meet  Lord  B —  at  dinner, 

after  having  fpent  the  whole  day  with  his 
Lady  in  rural  and  folitary  fludy,  and  after 
his  fervant  had  beheld  her  irt  your  arms- 
and  with  the  caufe  of  which,  you  did  not 
deign  to  defire  him  to  acquaint  his  Lord- 
fhip;  and  of  courfe  it  was  leaving  the  fer- 
vant to  make  hisownanimadver(ionsuponA 
and  fuffering  him  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  infinuating  to  his  Lordfhip  things  of 
the  mod  wicked  nature,  and  which  are 
feldom  omitted  in  cafes  of  that  fort. 

I  confide*" 
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I  confider  your  lad  letter  a  mere  piece 
of  ingenious  fophiftry,  wherein  you  have 
addreffed  yourfelf  more  to  the  paffions 
-than  to  reafon;  and  by  calling  in  the  auxi- 
liary aid  of  the  privileges  of  nature,  you 
appear  to  triumph  in  the  advantage  you 
have  of  the  argument ;  without  ever  recol- 
lecting that  when  men  entered  into  fociety, 
they  gave  up  part  of  their  liberty,  the  more 
.e'fect-ually  to  fecure  their  more  important 
rights,  and  thus  it  is,  that  every  good  citi- 
zen impofes  upon  himfelf  the  talk  of  con- 
forming to  thofe  laws  which  the  community  has 
thought  proper  to  ejlabliJJi,  and  which  cannot 
be  violated  without  the  utmojl  danger  to  fo- 
ciety. 

However  repugnant  the  laws  refpe6t- 
ing  matrimony,  may  be  to  the  codes  of 
nature,  is  of  no  confequence,  compared  ■ 
with  the  tranquillity,  fafety,  and  happinefs 
of  fociety;  and  if  we  compare  the  unna- 
tural practices  of  the  Egyptians,  and  the 
c  5  loofe 
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loofe  cuftoms  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans, 
with  the  ftable  praclices  of  the  moderns, 
how  much  more  reafon  have  we  to  ap- 
plaud the  wifdomof  our  legiftators  than  to 
reprobate  their  folly  ? 

Contraft  the  fituation  of  a  woman  of 
honour  now,  with  what  it  was  when  a  man 
had  nothing  more  to  do  to  repudiate  his 
wife,  than  to  fignify  to  her  his  inten- 
tion, 

It  is  true  that  this  facility  of  being 
divorced  was  in  the  extreme  among  the 
Romans.  But  I  apprehend  the  difficulty 
married  people  have  of  feparating  from 
each  other  according  to  the  exifting  laws, 
muft  operate  to  induce  them  to  be  more 
anxious  to  continue  agreeable  to  each 
other;  for  it  is  impoffible  for  me  to  con- 
ceive that  any  prudent  and  rational  man 
and  woman  would  not  attend  to  things, 
upon  which  mufl  depend  their  future  hap- 

pinefs. 
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pinefs  or  mifery.  No  laws  perhaps,  are 
equal  to  correct  the  incorrigible  habits  of 
the  depraved  and  wicked. 

It  is  not  a  little  furprizing  that  you,  who 
have  been  accuftomed  to  obferve  the 
fluctuations  and  caprices  of  the  human 
mind,  mould  not  fear  from  a  practice  of 
lefs  difficulty  in  obtaining  divorces  the 
confufion  it  would  produce. — It  appears 
to  me,  that  it  would  have  an  effect  equal  to 
offering  prizes  to  adultery,  and  infiituting 
afylums  for  the  incontinent. 

To  be  virtuous  it  is  not  fufficient  to  talk 

of  it,  or  to  define  in  what  it  confifts. 

It  is  pra6lifing  thofe  precepts  which  are 
deduced  from  thofe  invariable  morals  you 
have  fo  well  defcribed  as  the  bafis  of  all 
virtue,  which  conftitutes  the  man  of  honor. 
— It  is  a  taflc  impofed  upon  us  from  the 
very  nature  of  our  exiftence  in  a  flate  of 
fociety  ;  and  it  is  from  the  imperfections  of 
human  nature  and  the  extravagance  of  our 
c  6  defiresj 
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defires,  that  virtue  in  the  whirlpool  of 
paflion,  has  an  opportunity  to  triumph. — 
Diveft  us  of  thefe  defires  or  pafTions,  and 
an  equilibrium  of  animation  may  fecure  a 
negative,  but  it  never  can  an  heroic 
virtue ;  and  thus  it  has  happened  that 
while  chaflity  in  many  inftances  has  been 
celebrated  for  its  integrity,  and  admired  for 
its  fpotlefs  fame,  benevolence,  the  warmed 
of  all  the  qualities  of  the  heart,  has  palled 
unnoticed,  when  it  has  been  tarnifhed  with 
the  lofs  of  that  immaculate  purity,  which 
every  woman  of  pride  and  honour  values 
as  ineflimable. 

If  fociety  have  experienced,  or  rather 
individuals,  the  inconveniencies  which  flow 
from  the  exifting  laws  refpecling  marriage, 
I  am  convinced  that  it  has  proceeded  more 
from  the  manner  and  depravity  of  the  age, 
than  from  the  nature  of  the  inftitutions 
themfelves;  and  as  far  as  you  think  edu- 
cation would  tend  to  ameliorate  the  con- 
dition of  women,  I  perfectly  agree   with 

you  i 
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you;  and  when  I  contemplate  the  fituation 
of  many  of  thofe  unfortunate  creatures, 
whole  miferies  are  loo  (hocking  to  think 
of  without  feeling  the  keeneft  emotions  of 
Sympathetic  diftrefs,  I  rnoft^ fervently  pray, 
that  fomething  may  be  done  to  rifque 
from  defperation  and  infamy,  thofe  friend- 
lefs  beings,  who,  after  they  become  harden- 
ed in  vice,  and  emaciated  with  age  and 
difcafe — loll  even  to  the  pity  of  the  world, 
which  to  be  in,  is  a  fituation  for  a  human 
being  the  mod  unfortunate;  and  not  until 
it  is  done  can  I  think  the  actions  of  legif- 
lators  are  fo  humane  and  generous,  as  the 
wifdom  and  magnanimity  of  a  civilized 
and  intelligent  world  requires. 

It  is  impofiible  for  me  to  quarrel  with 
an  amiable  friend  for  a  mere  difference  in 
matter  of  opinion:  but  I  think  I  behold 
in  your  fentimen  s,  principles  the  mod 
dangerous  to  the  fafety  of  ffieie  y — prin- 
ciples 
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ciples  which  ftrike  at  the  root  of  domeftic 
quiet  —  principles  calculated  to  engender 
diftruft,  and  to  produce  continual  and  ufe- 
lefs  reparations,  which  would  at  once  def- 
troy  all  that  harmony,  and  that  beautiful 
fyftem,  which  has  been  productive  of  fo 
much  decorum  and  blandifhment.  to  man- 
ners. 

The  brutifh  behaviour  of  thofe  men- 
who  neglecl  delicate  and  fenfible  women, 
and  fuffer  them  to  live  infulated  as  it 
were,  or  to  feek  a  refuge  in  the  fociety  of 
others,  are  the  greateft  enemies  to  conjugal 
bonds:  and  from  that  fource,  doubtlefs, 
have  flown  the  greateft  inconveniencies ; 
but  that  is  the  fault  of  men,  and  not  the 
laws  which  refpecl  matrimony  ;  and  proves 
how  very  necefiary  it  is  for  parents  to  be 
particular,  how  they  encourage  their  chil- 
dren to  marry  men,  when  there  is  not  an 
affinity  of  age  and  difpofition  between  the 

parties. 


THE    EMIGRANTS.  3$ 

parties.  It  is  an  attention  of  the  higheft 
confequence,  and  nothing  perhaps,  can  be 
more  unnatural  and  wicked,  than  parents 
fuffering  their  children  to  continue  to 
live  with  men  they  have  married,  when 
they  ceafe  to  treat  them  with  refpeft  and 
tendernefs ;  but  when  th  defpotifm  of 
which  you  complain,  has  been  practiced, 
it  is  inhuman  to  fufFer  a  child  to  fall  a 
viclim  to  its  influence. 

Your  opinions  'appear  to  me  to  be  cal- 
culated to  promote  domeftic  feuds,  rather 
than  to  alleviate,  or  reconcile  the  differ- 
ences which  may  refult  from  oppofite  dif- 
pofitions;  for  when  you  fhould  have  been 

endeavouring  to  bring  my  Lord  B • 

and  his  Lady  more  frequently  together, 
and  fhewing  them  the  neeeflky  of  a  mutual 
defire  to  pleafe,  for  which  purpofe  both 
fides  muft  relax  in  that  tenacity  of  opinion, 
which,  when  carried  to  a  certain  height,  or 
under  particular   circumftances,   becomes 

obftinacy. 


40  THE    EMIGRANTS, 

obftinacy,  you  determined  to  carry  into 
execution  a  plan,  the  objecl  of  which  you 
had  already  fixed  your  heart  upon,  and 
which  was  nothing  fhort  of  making  a  con- 

queft  of  Lady  B 's  heart;    for  you 

fay,  that  you  <f  flood  upon  the  bank  of  the 
<c  Rubicon,  and  that  it  would  have  been 
Cf  cowardly  to  have  abandonded  the  empire 
"  of  the  w7orld  ;'l  which  is  a  virtual  acknow- 
ledgment that  you  had  already  conceived 
a  defign,  not  fo  much  to  rifque  Lady  B — 
from  oppreflion,  ,as  to  indulge  the  influ- 
ence of  her  beauty  which  fo  powerfully  ope- 
rated, that  you  could  not  refill  its  impulfe, 
nor  the  power  of  thofe  feelings,  which  told 
you  flie  might  be  yours,  if  you  would  hear 
the  tales  of  her  mifery,  pity  her  diftreffes, 
and  footh  by  the  influence  of  fympathy, 
the  inquietudes  of  her  tender  heart. 

It  is  in  fuch  moments,  that  the  attraction 
of  fy-;  pathy,  like  the  magnet  that  touches 
certain  bodies,  draws  it  by  its  fpecific  qua- 
lity, 
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lity,  and  holds  in  bondage  by  magic,  as.it 
were,  the  whole  powers  of  reafon. 

You  could  not  have  been  To  great  a 
novice  (pardon  the  expreflion)  in  the  art 
of  love,  as  not  to  have  leen  the  dangerous 
and  flippery  ground  upon  which  Lady  B — - 
was  (landing :  and  thus  feeing  that  fhe 
flood  upon  the  brink  of  perdition,  it  would 
have  been  more  prudent,  and  more  like  a 
man  of  honour,  if  you  had  conducted  her 
Back  to  that  flowery  plain  from  which  flic 
had  been  driven  by  the  temped  of  refent- 
ment,  inllead  of  attempting  a  leap,  which 
was  not  fn  the  nature  of  things  Tor  her  to 
make  with  fafety.  Befides,  it  was  unge- 
nerous;— for  while  the  prejudices  of  the 
world  would  forgive  the  rafh  action  on  your 
part,  Lady  B —  muft  be  condemned  as  in- 
famous, which  is  more  fliocking  to  a  wo- 
man of  honour  than  even  death  iifelf. 

Such4 
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Such,  my  dear  friend,  have  been  the  fen- 
timents  and  reflections  your  letters  pro- 
duced, and  as  they  were  too  powerful  to  be 
fuppreffed,  I  was  conftrained  to  give  them 
with  all  the  candour  your  good  fenfe,  but 
above  all  in  a  manner  that  friends  are  in- 
titled  to  expect,  one  from  another;  and  I 
have  only  to  add,  that  I  wifh  moft  fincerely 
you  may  be  able  to  juftify  fairly,  without 
fubterfuge  or  mere  ingenuity,  a  condu£t 
apparently  fo  very  reprehenfible.  Believe 
that  I  feel  the  moft  lively  expectations,  and 
that  I  (till  am,  and  wifh  to  continue, 

Your  affectionate  friend, 

Caroline. 


LET- 
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LETTER  XXVIII. 
P.  P.  Efq.  to  Mifs  Caroline  T m 

Laurel-mount,  Feb, 

My  Dear  Girl, 

I  HAD  fcarcety  anfwered  one  of 
your  letters,  before  I  received  another  of 
the  fame  complexion,— 

How  ineffably  delightful  are  the  fend- 
ments  which  flow  from  the  purity  of  your 
heart?  Quarrel  with  me!  no  by  heavens, 
I  would  fooner  cherifh  your  errors,  in 
hopes  that  the  maturity  of  your  judgment 
would  remove  them,  than  I  would  loofc 
the  elteem  of  a  heart  fo  delicately  alive  to 
the  fentiments  of  honour. 

If 
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If  I  had  drawn  my  conclufions,  or  form- 
ed my  conduct  upon  an  idle  theory,  which 
might  have  had  a  felfifh  bafis,  I  fhould 
have  confidered  my  conduct  as  highly  ig- 
nominious j — for  I  perfectly  agree  with  you 
in  the  opinion,  that  it  is  not  the  fine  pre- 
cepts of  moralifts,  or  the  elegant  and  pa- 
triotic declamation  of  the  ftatefman,  that 
coriftitutes  the  good  or  virtuous  man;  it  is  to 
be  fure,  a  conduct  of  a  more  exalted  nature 
than  a  mere  profefTion  of  words;  but  it  is 
founded  upon  the  nature  of  man  and  things 
belonging  to  him  as  a  reafonable  being, 
uninfluenced  by  prejudice,  and  diverted  of 
that  littlenefs,  which  is  continually  under 
the  controul  of  fear,  the  mod  degenerate 
and  daftardly  of  all  human  pafiions.    . 

Education  and  the  habit  of  living  and 
acting,  have  given  a  fovereignty  to  man 
which  has  long  been  exercifed  in  contempt 
of  thofe  generous  fentiments,  which   ufes 

its 
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its  power  with  more  lenity,  becaufe   it  is 
fuperior. 

Nature  has  given  a  fuperiority  to  man 
over  woman  in  point  of  itrength,  and  con- 
fequently  an  activity,  that  fits  him,  not 
only  for  the  more  difficult  parts  of  fublu- 
nary  duty,  but  necefTarily  promotes  that 
afcendency  of  power,  which  the  exercife 
of  talents  produces;  and  it  is  thus  that 
the  harharous  codes  of  a  favage  world,  xhtive 
continued  to  epprefs  and  rejlram  the  acts  of 
volition  on  the  part  of  -women,  when  the  mofi 
licentious  bounds,  on  the  part  of  men,  have 
found  impunity  from  the  prejudices  of  the 
world. 

An  ingenuous  and  liberal  fyftem  would 
afford  ample  protection  to  their  delicacy, 
and  by  giving  reciprocity  to  conjugal  en- 
gagements, it  w<  uld  interdiS  the  j  raclice 
of  thofe  cunning  and  bale  arts  to  which  a 
timid  prudence  ever  has  recourfe  ; — which 

firft 
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firft  leads  to  an  incontinency  in  the  ex- 
ercife  of  refentment,  that  is  frequently 
confidered  as  retaliation;  and  then  hurrying 
over  every  barrier  of  moderation,  feeks  in 
vengeance  for  a  compenfation  of  the  de- 
privations which  d.fpotifm  has  produced, 
untill  every  radical  vice  compleatly  deftroys 
that  elegant  fofthefs,  with  which  nature  has 
fo  exquifitely  formed  the  female  heart. 

The  mod  amiable  women  mud  be  fufcep- 
tible  of  injuries; — except  we  can  fuppofe 
them  inanimate,  which  would  be  paying 
a  mod  injurious  compliment  to  that  lively 
fenftbility  that  alone  can  lead  to  the  prac- 
tice of  virtue,  and  which  conftitutes  the 
brighter!  part  of  feminine  excellence. 

It  is  in  that  fituation,  when  injured  beau- 
ty, and  infulted  virtue  mourns  in  fecret, 
that  it  is  driven  to  extremes;  and  when 
the  bafe  betrayer,  feizes  the  opportunities 
which   a  brutifh  tyrant    affords  him,  that 

women 
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women  of  honour   are  hurried   into    ihe 
gulph  of  ruin. 

When  every  indulgence  and  opportunity 
has  been  given  to  a  depraved  man  to  reform, 
after  he  has  fhewn  the  mod  obftinate,  in- 
corrigible., and  infenfible habits; — and  after 
the  health  of  a  woman  has  been  materially 
injured  by  living  in  a  ftate  of  continual 
anxiety  and  uneafinefs,  and  which  has  not 
been  a  little  accelerated  by  that  oppreffion 
which  is  fo  corroding  to  a  bofom,  formed 
for  love  and  fociety,  when  they  have 
not  a  friend  to  whom  they  can  unfold 
their  hearts;  it  is  then  not  only  a  weaknefs 
not  to  d<  re  to  hear  them,  pity  them,  and 
protect  them,  but  it  is  both  cowardly  and 
inhuman. 

The  empire  of  the  world  is  the  dominion 
beauty,  enthroned  in  the  bofom  of  reafon 
and  virtue  ;  and  whether  it  is  to  be  left,  to 

be 
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be  deflroyed,  or  decay  in  the  atmofphere 
of  forrow,  or  to  be  trampled  upon  by.  the 
rude  dogmata  of  ignorance;  or  whether  it 
is  to  be  guarded,  and  its  fragrant  blofloms 
made  to  diffeminate  its  odours,  and  exiend 
its  fair  germ,  are  confiderations  in  which 
no  rational  man  can  hefuate  to  determine. 

What,  is  beauty  and.  innocence  not  only 
to  be  depreffed,.  but  is  it  to  be  made  to 
pine  in  fecret,  languifh  in  folitude,  and  ex*, 
pire  unnoticed  and  unpitied,  becaufe  a 
brutifh  or  drunken  man  is,  infenfible  to  its 
charms  ?  or  is  it  to  be  deemed  infamous  to 
feel  the  influence  of  its  radiance,  while  the 
purefl  fentiments  of  love,  honour,  virtue, 
dignity,  and  courage,  mould  prompt  you 
to  protect  and  affuage  its  anguifh  ?  No,  my 
charming  Caroline,  it  cannot  be  dishonou- 
rable to  inhft  on  the  fide  of\the  weak  and 
oppreffed,  and  the  more  exquikie  the  beau- 
ty  the  more  lively    will   be  the    delicacy 

which 
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which  governs  the  conduct  of  two  virtuous 
beings,-  and  when  a  mutual  paflion  has  been 
infpired  by  the  aethereal  fpark  of  a  glo- 
rious magnanimity  of  fpirit,  it  is  then  that 
virtue  and  honour  appears  in  all  its  luftre. 

What,  fhall  two  beings  who  have  juftly 
infpired  a  confidence  in  each  other,  who 
feel  an  affinity  of  fentiment,  and  who  per- 
ceive that  their  happinefs  or  mifery  are  fo 
fo  materially  connected,  that  to  feparate 
them  wTould  prove  fatal  to  both,  not  to 
confider  themfelves  fuperior  to  prejudices 
which  are  founded  in  error,  and  which 
would  lead  them  to  ridiculoufly  facrifice 
a  real  and  fubftantial,  for  an  imaginary 
good;  and  when  too  no  perfon  can  be 
injured  by  the  unity? 

For  how  can  it  be  an  injury  to  a  man 
to  loofe  that  upon  which  he  fets  no  value, 
and  which  he  has  treated  in  fuch  a  manner 

vol.  ii.  d  as 
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as  to  prove  it  by  his  conduct?  Or,  is  ft 
poffible  that  there  can  be  a  human  being  fo 
prepofterous  as  to  think,  a  woman  is  a 
mere  animal  who  it  is  neceffary  fome- 
times  to  immolate,  in  order  to  fupport  the 
prefumptuous  and  fupercilious  preroga- 
tives of  arrogant  and  inhuman  men? 

Terror  is  ever  the  attendant  of  guilt,  and 
ferenity  that  of  innocence;  and  it  was  the 
purity  of  my  motives,  that  enabled  me  to 

meet  my  Lord  B at  dinner  with  the 

rnoft  perfeci  compofure. 

As  I  found  by  your  laft  favour,  which 
I  received  this  day,  that  your  fears  were 
increafed,  my  dear  friend,  and  that  your 
mind  feemed  to  be  agitated  with  the  fub- 
jeB,  I  immediately  broke  off  from  my  nar- 
rative to  anfwer  it,  as  briefly  as  poffible ; 
but  when  I  have  the  pleafure  to  meet 
you  at  Pittfburgh,  which  I  hope  will  be 

fhortly, 
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fhortly,  if  you  have  any  doubts  remain- 
ing, I  will  endeavour  to  remove  them. 
Adieu,  my  dear  girl,  and  believe  that  every 
day  increafes  my  anxiety  for  you  happi- 
nefs. 

I  am  affectionately  your's, 

P.  P . 


d  2  LET. 


52  THE     EMIGRANTS. 


LETTER  XXIX. 

P.  P.   Efq.  to  Mifs  Caroline  T- 


Laurel-mount,  Feb, 

My  Dear  Caroline, 
I   Found    Sir    J 


and  the  Hon.  W H with  my 

Lord,  to  whom  I  was  introduced,  and  then 
explained  the  nature   of  my   engagement 

with  Lady  B ,  and  which,  I  faid,  had 

prevented  my  having  the  honour  to  attend 
his  Lordfhip  that  morning ;  but  hoped  as 
he  had  fallen  in  with  company,  he  had 
paffed  the  day  agreeably.  He  anfwered, 
very  much  fo;   and  then  related  fome  mif- 

chievous  adventures  of  the  Hon.  W 

H 's,  which  he  thought  I  mould  have 

been   highly   diverted  with— he  then  at- 
tempted 
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tempted  to  be  pleafant,  and  feemed  to 
think,  I  was  deftitute  of  that  fpirit,  ne- 
cefTary    to    enjoy    fuch  enterprizes,     and 

turning  to  Sir  J j  faid,  he  thought 

I  was  better  qualified  to  read  for  Lady 
B< 

I  had  watched  his  manner,  but  faw  no- 
thing which  I  thought  appeared  like  an 
innuendo,  and  as  they  all  feemed  to  be  in 
a  fportive  mood,  I  did  not  think  it  would 
be  prudent  to  mention  the  circumftance 

of  Lady  B 's  having  fainted  at  the 

alcove. 

Lady  B now  entered  the  drawing- 
room,  and  as  dinner  was  almoft  immedi- 
ately after  announced,  fhe  was  handed  to 

the  dining-room  by  Sir  J ,  and  placed 

at  the  head  of  the  table,  where  fhe  fat  as  if 
flie  had  been  a  mere  automaton ;  whilfl  my 
Lord  and  his  two  friends  appeared  to  feel 
all  that  tumultuous  pleafure,  which  the 
d   3  luxury 
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luxury  of  a  nobleman's  table  produces, 
when  furrounded  by  his  country  friends. 

I  fat  the  whole  time  dinner  lafted  as  if 
upon  thorns,  for  though  I   continued  to 

converfe  with  Lady  B ,   it  was  upon 

fubje&s  fo  remote  from  my  feelings,  and 
upon  fuch  common  place  matter,  that  my 
bofom  glowed  with  new  emotions — I  was 
at  one  inftant  petrified  with  the  indelicacy 
of  the  expreflions  which  fell  from  my 
Lord's  noify  companions  —  at  the  next 
difgufted  with  the  grofs  attempts  at  wit; 
and  when  my  aftonifhment  would  be  for 
a  moment  fufpended,by  the  horror  I  felt 
at  the  outrages  committed  againft  every 
principle  of  decorum,  I  was  afrefh  alarmed 
at  the  tremulous  tones,  which  feemed  to 
be  pronouncing  anathemas  againft  what 
they  termed,  enervated,  and  degenerated 
petit  maitres,  who  appeared  by  -wicked  innova- 
tions, to  be  endeavouring  to  dejiroy  the  old  and 
wholefome  manners  of  the  country— manners 

which 
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which  had  given  a  celebrity  to  EnglifJi  hcf- 
pitality,  as  fplendid  as  it  was  generous — and 
which  had  been  productive  of  thofe  cordial 
amufements  a  plenty  of  old  red  port  and 
fparkling  burgundy  infpires. 

As  foon  as  Lady  B with  common 

politenefs  could  retire,  we  were  left  by 
ourfelves;  and  upon  my  rifing  off  my  feat, 

as  fhe  rofe,  Lord  B exclaimed,  that 

was  a  notable  proof  of  the  juftnefs  of  his 
friend's  apprehenfions ;  for  nothing  could 
be  fo  tirefome  as  to  be  interrupted,  or  to 
have  a  good  ftory  deftroyed  whenever  a 
Lady  chofe  to  leave  the  room.  As  the 
Gentlemen  agreed  perfectly  in  that  fenti- 
ment,  it  was  unneceffary  for  me  to  make 
any  reply. 

The  dignity  of  a  fenfible  and  accorrH 
plifhed  woman,  will  keep  under  Tome  de- 
gree of  awe  the  moft  licentious  and  brutal. 

And  immediately  after  Lady  B 's  de- 

d  4  parture, 
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parture,  the  gentlemen,  who  began  to  be 
a  little  exhilarated,,  gave  a  loofe  to  all  the 
extravagance  of  the  moll  naufeous  and 
offending  converfation,  which  I  was  oblig- 
ed to  bear  with  until  coffee  was  ready, 
when  my  Lord  defired  that  it  might  be 
fent  to  us;  but  as  my  patience  was  quite 
exhaufted,  and  as  I  thought  it  would  be  a 
breach  of  common  civility,  to  leave  Lady 

B to  take  coffee  alone,  I  retired  to 

the  drawing-room,  leaving  my  Lord  and 
his  companions  to  indulge  themfelves  in 
the  foul  and  depraved  inclinations  of  noife 
and  intoxication. 

I  was  fo  rejoiced  after  my  departure 
from  that  noify  company,  that  joy  appear- 
ed to  throb  in  my  veins,  and  courage  to 
glow  in  my  bofom.  I  felt  myfelf  more 
than  ever  interefted  in  the  fate  of  Lady 

B ,   and  determined  to   rifle  every 

thing    that    could    be  relevant  to    extend 
her  felicity,  or  affuage  thofe  corroding  re- 
flections, 
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fle&ions,  which  a  facrifice  of  fo  many  ap- 
propriate pleafures  mull  occafion. 

I  told  her  on  my  entry,  how  much  I  had, 
been  difgufted  during  dinner,  with  the  fla- 
grant and  indecorous  manners  of  Lord 
B — 's  companions;  and  faid,  I  hoped  that 
fhe  was  not  often  troubled  with  their  com- 
pany?— file  told  me  they  were  my  Lord's 
conftant  vifitors,  and  that  file  never  had 
known  them  fo  moderate — Great  God! 
and  is  it  poffible,  faid  I,  that  my  Lord  who 
can  be  a  finiflied  gentleman  when  he 
pleafes,  can  be  fo  loft,  as  to  fufTer  your 
feelings,  or  rather  to  place  yoa  in  a  way 
to  have  your  delicacy  fo  fhamefully 
wounded  ? 

Lady  B made  no  other  reply,  but 

declaring  it  was  impoffible  for  a  woman  of 

fentiment,  to  be  able  to  endure  for  any 

length  of  time,  fuch  repeated  violations  of 

d  5.  that 
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that  dignity,  which  was  fo  neceffary  for  a 
woman  of  honour  to  preferve  ;  and  that 
my  Lord's  treatment  had  produced  even 
a  coldnefs  towards  her  from  the  fervants, 
which  was  infupportable;  for  except  So- 
phia and  the  houfe-maids,  all  the  others 
were  infolent  in  the  extreme. 

This  new  information  required  all  my 
firmnefs  to  enable  me  to  keep  within  the 
bounds  of  the  moft  paflionate  declarations. 
What,  faid  I  to  myfelf,  is  a  woman  the 
moft  chafte,  and  with  fentiments  the  moft 
refined  and  delicate,  to  be  infulted  by 
wretches  who  have  not  the  power  to  dis- 
criminate between  virtue  and  vice,  and  is 
fhe  thus  to  bear  patiently  with  the  con- 
tumely of  her  own  domeftics? 

Lady  B obferved  that  I  was  agitated, 

and  in  the  moft  affable  manner  changed 
the  converfation ;  but  fhe  had  fcarcely 
recovered  her  wonted  cheerfulnefs,  when 

my 
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my  Lord  and  his  two  friends  entered  the 
room  accompanied  by  the  footman,  who 
had  waited  upon  me  in  the  morning  at  the 
alcove  with  his  Lordihip's  meffage. 

We  that  moment  had  taken  a  pack  of 
cards  with  an  intention  to  play  at  picquet. 
My  Lord's  firft  falutation  was ;  as  I  under- 
ftand,  my  Lady,  that  you  play  with  this 
gentleman, (meaning  myfelfj  at  fofter  games, 
you  will  permit  me  to  interrupt  you. — He 
then  deiired,  the  footman  to  relate  every 
eircumftance  which  he  had  told  him  in  the 
dining  room. 

I  had  not  at  that  time  the  moft  diftant  idea 
what  all  this  could  mean;  hut  as  the  foot- 
man was  proceeding,  I  difcovered  the  nefa- 
rious defign,  anddefired my  Lord B — tore- 
collect himfelf,  andinftantly  order  the  rafcal 
to  leave  the  room,,  when  I  would  unriddle 
to  him  the  true  fa6t,  which  delicacy  forbid 
me  to  do  before,  as  I  had  not  a  proper 
d  S  opportu- 
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opportunity :  and  though  I  lamented  the 
caufe,  yet,  by  God,  no  man  mould  dare  to 
impeach  the  honour  of  an  innocent  and 
unprotected  woman.  At  this  my  Lord  and 
his  three  aids  grew  outrageous — he  attempt- 
ed to  lay   hold  of  Lady  B ,   when  I 

ftepped  between  them.     Lady   B was 

quite  aftonifhed,  fhe  exclaimed,  what  was 
the  matter  ?  what  had  me  done  ? — and 
what  did  Lord  B mean  by  fo  unpre- 
cedented a  procedure? — I  begged  to  be 
heard;  but  it  was  in  vain — I  prayed  that 

Lady  B might  be  permitted  to  retire 

while  I  removed  my  Lord's  fufpicions; 
and  which  I  was  furprifed  he  mould  bring 
forward  in  fuch  a  manner— a  manner  fo 
incompatible  with  his  dignity  and  character 
— He  exclaimed  that  fhe  was  a  w — e,  and 
he  would  proclaim  it  to  the  world. — There 
was  no  time  to  reflect — it  was  one  of  thofe 
grofs  and  unmanly  impeachments  which 
confounds  the  imagination,  and  fufpends 
every   confideration   of  prudence — I   put 

my 
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my  Lord  on  one  fide  to  enable  Lady  B — 
to  retire,  in  order  to  prevent  her  delicacy 
being  wounded  with  fuch  foul  expref- 
fions — her  innocence  had  fo  animated  her 
that  flie  appeared  totally  divefted  of  fear — 
I  begged  her  to  leave  the  room,  at  which 
moment,  I  was  laid  hold  of  by  my  Lord's 
two  friends,  and  as  Lady  B —  had  effected 
her  efcape,  I  no  longer  felt  any  reftraint, 
and  making  ufe  of  my  flrength,  I  foon  Se- 
parated myfelf  from  them;  at  which  inflant 
I  received  a  blow  from  the  footman — I 
did  not  hefitate — but  catching  a  nick  the 

Hon.  W.   H had  in  his  hand,  I 

caned  him  feverely  ;  then  turning  to  Lord 
B. — ,  faid  I  mould  leave  his  houfe  im- 
mediately as   he  perfifted  in  not  fuffering 

me  to  juftify  the  conduct  of  Lady  B , 

and  hoped  he  would  not  offer  any  farther 
indignity  to  her,  untill  I  mould  inform  him 
of  the  circumftances  which  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  the  ftory  that  it  appeared  the 
footman  had  told  him,  and  which  I  would 

do 
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do  in  a  note;  adding,  that  Lady  B 

was  not  only  innocent,  but  ignorant  of  the 
whole  bufinefs  ;  for  that  I  had  not  informed 
her  of  the  circumftance  of  the  meffagein  the 
morning — I  was  not  permitted  to  proceed 
any  farther;  and  as  I  have  ever  confidered 
noify  difputes  difgraceful  even  to  fifh  wo- 
men, I  inftantly  left  the  room,  and  went 
to  a  neighbouring  Inn,  from  whence  I  im- 
mediately wrote  the  particulars  of  the 
whole  affair,  mentioning  that  I  mould  ex- 
pect, an  anfwer  by  the  return  of  the  bearer 
— but  as  I  received  none,  I  fent  a  fervant 
to  know  from  Sophia  the  fituation  of  her 
Lady, — when  horrid  to  recollecl,  I  found 

fhe  had  been  ordered  by  Lord  B ,  to 

leave  Lilbourn  Houfe  that  very  night,  and 
that  he  had  difpatched  a  fervant  with  a 
letter  to  her  father  in  j  unification  of  his 
conduB. 

I  was  not  perfonally  known  to  Lord  L — 

the  father  of  Lady  B ,  but  I   did 

not 
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not  hefitate,  for  I  wrote  to  him  immedi- 
ately, and  related  all  the  particulars  re- 
fpe&ing  the  matter,  with  a  detail  of  the  dif- 
ferent converfations  which  I  had  had  with 

Lord  and  Lady  B ■  upon  the  fubjecl: 

of  their  difagreements,  and  made  at  the 
fame  time  fome  gentle  animadverfions  upon 

the  conduft  of  Lord  B >,  appealing 

to  his  good  fenfe  in  juftice  of  the  part  I 
had  afted,  not  doubting,  but  his  humanity 
and  paternal  affeclions,  would  induce  him 
to  fufpend  his  opinion,  untill  the  whole 
bufinefs  could  be  properly  inveftigated. 
To  which  letter  neither  did  I  receive 
any  anfwer. 

Under  fuch  circumftances  I  left  the  Inn, 
after  waiting  for  two  days  to  no  purpofe, 
endeavouring   to  find  out,  what  kind  of 

reception    Lady   B had   met  with 

from  Lord  and  Lady  L — . 

I  was 
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I  was  then  puzzled  to  know  how  to  a& 
in  order  to  refcue  that  innocent  being  from 
a  fituation  into  which  my  imprudence  had 
tended  to  place  her. 

Extraordinary  cafes  require  extraordi- 
nary meafures.  In  this  dilemma  I  deter- 
mined  to    call  firft  upon  Lord  B , 

and  remonftrate  with  him  upon  the  violence 
and  hurry  of  his  conduc\  appealing  to  his 
honour,  to  his  juftice,.  and  if  neither  would 
have  excited  confiderations  in  him,  I  had 
determined  to  appeal  to  his  courage,  and 
to  have  made  him  expiate  for  the  wrongs 
of  an  injured  woman,  at  the  rifk  of  his 
life. 

I  went  to  Lilbourn  Houfe — Lord  B — 

» 

denied  himfelf — I  knew  he  was  at  home  ; 
but  it  was  impoffible  for  me  to  have  had 
any  redrefs. 

My 
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My  next  appeal  was  to  Lord  L 9  I 

was  again  equally  unfuccefsful;  for  though 
he  did  not  deny  himfelf,  he  refufed  to  fee 
me,  alledging  as  an  excufe,  that  it  was  im- 
poffible  for  me  to  reconcile  a  cor  duel:  to 
him,  which  on  my  part  had  been  fo  fhanre- 
fully  licentious,  and  wanton  on  the  part  of 

Lady  B ,  for  that  he  had  not  only  re- 

ceived    the    mod   unequivocal   affurances 

from  Lord  B ,  of  Lady  B '& 

infidelity,  but  that  his  Lordfhip  had  fent  the 
footman  to  him  who  had  witneffed  the  facru 
legious  tranfa&ion;  and  whofe  teftimony 
was  fo  clear,  that  it  did  not  admit  of  a 
ftiadow  of  doubt. 

Great  God !  and  is  it  poflible,  thought 
I,  that  a  father  who  has  been  bred  in  the 
fchool  of  honour,  and  who  has  educated 
his  daughter  in  the  path  of  virtue,  and 
taught  her  the  precepts  of  the  pureft  fenti- 
ments,  can  be  carried  away  in  a  belief  of 
the  commiflion  of  a  crime  which  circum- 

ftances, 
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fiances,  time,  and  place,  confidered,  muft 
have  made  it  of  the  moil  fhameful  nature. 

I  then  tried  to  afcertain  how   I    could 

convey  a  letter  to  lady  B ,  in  order 

that  I  rkight  have  an  opportunity  to  ac- 
knowledge to  her,  how  much  I  felt  hurt 
for  having  been  the  innocent  caufe  of  her 
ruin,  and  to  aflure  her,  that  every  exertion 
on  my  part  mould  be  made  to  fhield  her 
againfl  the  reproaches  of  an  invidious  pub- 
lic; but  judge  what  mull  have  been  my  aflo- 
nifhment,  when  I  was  informed  that  Lord  and 
Lady  L — ■  had  not  only  refufed  to  fee  Lady 

B ,  but  had  even  denied  her  an  afylum 

at  Rofe-hill,  the  feat  of  Lord  L ;  and 

as  my  Lord  B *s  poftillion  had  or- 
ders to  return  from  Rofe-hill,  that  Lady 

B had  been  compelled  to  depart  from 

thence  on  foot ;  but  where,  or  which  way 
fhe  had  gone,  no  one  could  tell,  for  it  was 
in  the  night  that  fhe  was  forced  to  wan- 
der   from  the  caflle  of  thofe  beings  who 

were 
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were  the  authors  of  her  exijlence.  I  (hall 
leave  you,  Caroline,  to  make  your  own 
reflections  upon  a  conduct  fo  unfeeling. 

As  foon  as  my  frantic  mind  would  per- 
mit me  to  think,  I  conceived  it  was  mod 
likely  that  Lady  B had  gone  to  Lon- 
don, as  I  had  often  heard  her  mention  a 
kind  old  woman,  who  had  been  her  nurfe 
when  an  infant,  and  whofe  houfe  was  in 
St.  James's-place,  where  fhe  lived  by  let- 
ting appartments.  Thither  I  repaired 
without  delay — I  was  in  the  right — the 
good  old  woman  had  received  her  with  all 
that  kindnefs,  which  ever  afterwards  mark- 
ed her  conduct  to  both  Lady  B and 

myfelf. 

Can  you  paint   to  yourfelf,  my  friend, 
a  fcene  which  could  have  been   fo  inte- 
refting  to  me.     All  the   emotions  of  gra- 
titude, concealed  love,  honour,  pity,  con- 
trition 
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trition  for  my  faults,  indignation  at  the 
wrongs  done  to  an  amiable  woman,  rufhed 
into  my  breaft,  and  the  increafed  influence 
of  fympathy,  that  her  fufferings  had  pro- 
duced, and  which  difFufed  a  torrent  of  fen- 
fations  through  my  frame,  laid  me  for 
fome  time  fpeechlefs  at  her  feet.  Then 
imploring  her  forgivenefs,  I  deprecated  that 
diftrefs  which  I  had  brought  upon  her  by 
my  inconfiderate  conduft;  and  then  begged 
that  I  might  be  permitted  to  atone  for  my 
faults,  by  dedicating  my  whole  life  in  en- 
deavouring to  reftore  to  her  that  peace,  of 
which  fhe  had  been  fo  fhamefully  robbed. 
Here  my  eyes  overflowing  when  gazing 
upon  the  divine  face  of  beauty  in  diftrefs, 
I  intermingled  my  forrows  with  hers,  and 
in  that  celeftial  element  of  chafte  fentiment, 
which  emanates  from  the  ingenuous  foul, 
I  experienced  a  kind  of  ethereal  rapture, 
mixt  with  grief,  which  I  have  no  language 
to  exprefs. 

The 
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The  bloom  had  faded  upon  her  cheeks  < 
but  the  empire  of  love  had  received  ad- 
ditional enchantment  from  the  mild  luftre 
of  her  eyes,  which  eradiated  the  atmo- 
fphere  of  for  row,  and  as  they  fliot  their 
lucid  beams  <f  through  a  villa  of  tears," 
heaven  feemed  to  approximate  in  the  gleam 
of  returning  joy.  I  found  myfelf  in  ely- 
iium — and  while  her  foul,  which  flood 
trembling  in  her  eye,  expreffed  the  mofl 
ineffable  fweetnefs,  my  ravifhed  fenfes  in 
languid  tranfports,  for  a  moment  feemed 
to  have  loft  their  energy ;  and  while  fhe 
continued  to  exprefs  her  pleafure  for  my 
fafety,  and  to  applaud  my  conduct,  there 
was  an  emotion  which  accompanied  her 
mellifluous  voice,  that  told  me  the 
fecrets  of  her  heart — I  liftened,  and  as 
I  heard,  forgot  that  I  was  a  beggar, 
and  believed  I  was  in  pofTefTion  of  the 
univerfe. 

Here 
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Here  permit  me  to  paufe  my  dear  friend 
— it  was  the  molt  aufpicious  moment  of 
my  life.  But  the  moft  critical  for  my 
honour. 

Farewell. 

P.  P . 


LET- 
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LETTER  XXX. 

J>.  P ,  Efq.  to  Mifs  Caroline  T n. 

Laurel-mount.  Feb. 

My  dear  Caroline, 

AS  you  have  feen  the  radiance 
of  the  morn  when  creeping  upon  the 
frowning  night,  fuddenly  obfcured  by  dark 
and  threatening  clouds,  and  the  luflre  of 
fair  Aurora  eclipfed  by  the  unruly  ele- 
ments— as  you  have  feen  Old  Ocean  lie, 
unruffled  and  fmooth  as  a  mirror  to  the 
bounding  fky,  quickly  agitated  by  the 
boifterous  winds,  and  the  calm  changed 
into  a  raging  hurricane — or  as  you  have 
feen  a  rainbow  in  all  its  gaudy  colours 
and  with  the  brilliancy  of  more  than  ten 

thoufand 
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thoufand  dies,  illumine  the  horizon  of  the 
declining  day,  while  its  effulgence  warmed 
you  into  admiration,  imperceptibly  vanifli 
and  leave  you  to  lament  that  its  rays  were 
fo  tranfitory— fuch  was  the  cloud  that 
deadened  the  profpe£ts  of  my  hopes — fuch 
was  the  fuddennefs  of  the  ftorm  which 
fucceded  the  calm  that  had  given  reft  to 

the  bofom  of  Lady  B ,  and  fuch  was 

the  momentary  joy  of  thofe  celeftial  rap- 
tures, which  to  ufe  an  idea  of  Rouffeau's, 
would  have  been  worth  an  eternity  had 
they  bave  Jailed  an  hour.  

Scarcely  had  I  unriddled  to  Lady  B 

the  caufe  which  furnifhed  Lord  B , 


with  a  pretext  to  proceed  in  the  manner 
that  he  had  done,  when  we  learned  from 
the  friendly  old  woman  ofefce  houfe,  that 

Lord    B 1 —   had  inftiruitd   an  a£lion 

againft  me  for  a  criminal  connection  with 
his  Lady. 

Every 
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Every  evil  was  to  be  apprehended  from 
fucli  an  aclion.  For  however  innocent  we 
were,  circumftances,  and  which  the  world 
are  too  apt  to  judge  by,  were  againft  us; 
and  when  you  reflect  upon  the  wound  the 
thought  muft  have  given,  to  a  delicate 
woman,  that  her  name  and  virtue  would 
be  made  the  fport  of  a  fet  of  unfeeling  ad- 
vocates, who  have  neither  fenfations  of  joy 
or  forrow,  but  as  they  are  charmed  with 
tifTue  of  Plutus,  or  palfied  with  the  face 
of  poverty — when  you  reflect  that  fhe  muft 
not  only  undergo  the  cenfure  of  the  world> 
and  the  jefls  of  fools,  and  when  too  fhe  had 
no  profpett  of  living  with  a  man  to  whom 
fhe  was  attached  by  every  facred  tie,  except 
in  a  loathfome  dungeon,  thofe  cells  of 
mifery,  whicljreflect  more  difgrace  upon 
a  civilized  Jm  »ry,  and  are  more  incom- 
patible witn  the  feelings  and  dignity  of 
humanity,  than  the  brutifh  tyranny  of  the 
Defpots  of  the  eaft;  it  is  then  that  you  may 

vol.   11.  ii  figure 
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figure  to  your  mind,  what  were  the  change 
Of  our  feelings. 

The  fuit  went  on,  and  as  I  continued  to 

vifit  Lady  B at  her  appartments  in 

St.  James's-place,  it  was  confidered  as  an 
aggravation  of  the  firft  offence, — which  if  I 

i  not  done,  and  thus  to  have  aban- 
doned, from  motives  of  prudence,  an  in- 
nocent, offended,  and  friendlefs  women, 
I  Jliould  have  ccnjidered  myjelj  cowardly  and 
ignominious. 

The  evidence  upon  the  trial,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  ail  men  of  delicacy  and  difcern- 
ment,  invalidated  itfelf;  yet  in  defpite  of 
the  eloquence  of  my  council,  the  jury  from 
the  advice  of  the  Judge,  brought  damages 
againji  me  ten  thou/and  poundtSs  when  I  was 
not  worth  Jo  many  /hillings. 

Such  were  the  unnatural  proceedings  of 
a  court  of  juflice  in  the  moft  enlightened 

country 
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country  in  Europe.  Such  is  the  tyranny 
of  laws  which  were  formed  by  the  influence 
of  a  Turkifh  defpotifm  to  produce  fidelity 
among  women,  and  fuch  was  the  inhuman 
and  nefarious  mandate,  that  condemned 
me  to  live  for  upwards  of  ten  years  in  a 
prifon,  hut  which  was  the  happieft  period 
of  my  life,  as  I  had  the  endearing  confc 
tion  of  my  charming  Juliana,  (as  I  mail 
in  future  call  her,)  to  foothe  me  in  all  my 
misfortunes. 

Lord  B anxious  to  perpetuate  the 

name  of  his  family,  rejoiced  at  the  oppor- 
tunity of  meeting  with  a  man  fuch  as  he 
conceived  to  be  of  my  caft  and  difpofition  ; 
and  invited  me  to  Lilbourn-houfe,  with  the 
hope,  that  by  fuborning  his  fervants  he 
would  foon  get  clear  of  a  woman,  who  had 
not  produced  him  an  heir,  when  he  wifhed 
to  marry,  not  doubting,  but  another  con- 
nection would  be  more  propitious  to  his 
wifhesr — and  it  was  with  fuch  an  object,  and 
e  2  his 
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his  great  intereft,  that  he  foon  obtained 
after  the  trial,  an  acl:  of  parliament  divorc- 
ing him  from  his  late  Lady,  when  he  im- 
mediately married  the  Honourable  Cathe- 
rine H ,   filler  to  the    Honourable 

W H his  friend ;  who  was  a; 

woman  of  high  fpirit,  and  whofe  extrava- 
gant paffion  for  gaming  foon  beggared  my 
Lord's  fortune,  as  opulent  as  he  was ;  though 
indeed  he  had  not  a  little  accelerated  his 
own  ruin;  for  finding  that  he  was  reduced 
to  a  mere  cypher  at  home,  after  feveral 
contefls  with  his  new  Lady  for  dominiqm 
in  which  (lie  always  triumphed,  he  was  com- 
pelled to  look  abroad  for  thofe  indulgen- 
cies  and  gratifications,  which  are  fo  ne- 
cetfary  to  a  man  of  his  difpolition  and 
habits. 

It  was  tinder  fuch  circumflances  that  he 
was  obliged  to  fly  over  to  the  continent ; — 
and  to  fuch  a  (late  was  he  reduced,  that  he 
fent  an   ill-looking  Jew-like    attorney  to 

me 
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me  in  the  King's-bench  prifon,  im- 
powering  him  to  compromife  for  the  da- 
mages awarded  him  in  his  action  againft 
me. 

I    had  married  my  loved  Juliana  foon 

after  my  Lord  B 's  divorce  bill  paffed, 

and  as  fhe  enjoyed  a  jointure  of  three  hun- 
dred pounds  per  annum,  left  her  by  a 
maiden  aunt,  lately  dead,  we  had  lived 
as  comfortably  as  our  fituation  would  per- 
mit; but  as  there  is  always  a  number  of 
unfortunate  and  diftrefled  objects  in  fuch 
places,  who  it  is  impoflible  for  a  bene- 
volent mind  to  fee  want,  fo  long  as  it  has 
any  thing  left  for  itfelf,  and  as  our  family 
had  increafed  by  the  births  of  feven  chil- 
dren, who  were  all  living,  and  whofe  edu-- 
cation  was  a  considerable  charge  upon 
Juliana's  little  fortune,  we  had  lived  up 
to  every  penny  of  her  income.  However 
as  the  attorney  offered  me  a  releafement 
from  all  future  demands  for  five  hundred 
e  3  pounds, 
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pounds,  Juliana  did  not  hefitate,  but 
went  and  fold,  unknown  to  me,  the  few 
jewels  (lie  had  left,  and  which  fhe  con- 
fidered  as  baubles  calculated  to  pleafe 
children,  and  her  wearing  apparel,  and 
brought  me  the  full  fum  that  was  wanting 
to  procure  my  emancipation  * — and  thus  it 
happened  that  I  obtained  my  difcharge. 
Will  you,  my  friend,  drop  a  tear  to  the 
memory  of  my  Juliana,  when  you  read 
this  act  of  her  goodnefs?  It  was  but  one 
of  more  than  ten  thoufand. 

Lord  B 9s  plan  to  get  rid  of  his 

Lady,  was  firft  fuggefted  to  me  by  the  in- 
formation of  the  very  footman  who  had 
ferved  as  his  principal  evidence  ;  and  which 
information  upon  farther  invefligation  I 
had  every  reafon  to  believe  was  true. 

That  man  I  met  after   I  was  releafed,  a 
common    beggar  in   the  ftreet.      I    knew 
him,  though  difguifed^  and  upon  interrogat- 
ing 
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ing  him  upon  the  fubje&,  he  acknowledged 
all   that  he  knew,  and    (aid,  that   he   and 

Lord  B having  had  a  quarrel,  his 

Lordfliip  was  afraid  that  he  would  injure 
his  character  by  expofing  the  plot,  and  had 
ever  after  reprobated  him  as  a  villain; 
and  by  denying  him  a  character,  which 
prevented  him  from  getting  into  place,  he 
was  reduced  to  the  Hate  of  wretchednefs 
in  which  I  faw  him. 

I  knew  at  any  rate,  that  the  man  mufl 
be  diflioneft  and  wicked  by  his  own  flory, 
and  told  him,  that  it  was  impofTible  to 
place  any  confidence  in  a  perfon,  who  was 
capable  of  faying  one  thing  at  one  time, 
and  another  at  another ;  much  lefs  in  one 
who  acknowledged  that  he  had  perjured 
himfelf.  However,  if  he  would  call  upon 
me  in  a  few  days,  I  would  do  what  I  could 
for  him,  and  in  the  mean  time  I  would 
make  what  enquiry  I  could  into  the  vali- 
dity of  his  aflertions.  And  as  my  Lord 
e  4  B 's 
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B 's  fortune  was  ruined,  and  his   in*-. 

fluence  no  longer  dreaded^  the  truth   ap~ 
peared. 

The  man  called  upon  me  according  to 
promife,  when  X  told  him,  if  he  thought  he 
could  reclaim,  and  repent  for  his  pad  a- 
trocity,  I  would  pay  his  paffage  to  Ame- 
rica, whither  I  was  going,  and  where  as  he 
would  not  have  temptations  to  commit  acls 
of  wickednefs,  he  might  live  to  become  a 
ufcful  citizen. 

The  poor  fellow  (hewed  the  greateft 
compunction  for  his  paft  crimes,  and  ac- 
knowledged with  the  utmoft  contrition  his 
gratitude,  and  feemed  quite  overjoyed  in 
the  redemption  that  was  offered* 

How  many  miferable  wretches  have  been 
left    to    continue  habits  of  life,  that    are 
fo  dangerous  to  fociety,  and  derogatory  to 
human  nature,  when  a  little  falutary  ad- 
vice 
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vice  would  render  them  ufeful  members 
of  die  community?  How  inhuman  are 
thofe  men  who  encourage  them  to  the 
commiffion  of  crimes,  and  then  ruin  them 
in  the  eftimation  of  the  world  by  an  ex- 
pofition  of  thofe  vices  of  which  they  have 
laid  the  foundation  ?  And  how  much  more 
reprehenfible  is  that  fyftem  of  government 
that  rather  promotes  than  difcourages 
the  habits  of  vice,  by  the  impolitic  practice 
of  interdicting  the  operations  of  juftice, 
by  the  duties  they  annex  to  its  procefs, 
and  which  abfolutely  amounts  to  fhutting 
its  doors  again  ft  the  whole  of  the  indigent 
and  friendiefs  I 

As  foon  as  I  had  fettled  my  affairs  after 

my  liberation,    I    determined   to  leave    a 

country  which  gave  me  birth. — A  country 

which  I  loved  as  a  Briton  ;  but  where  I  had 

been  treated  not  like  a  citizen — not  like  a 

ftranger;    but   as    though   I  had    been   a 

monfter. 

e  5  Cruel 
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Cruel  and  inhuman  are  thofe  laws  and 
that  government,  exclaimed  I,  as  we  loft 
fight  of  the  Land's-end,  which  punifhes  the 
innocent  for  the  faults  of  the  guilty;  and 
how  impolitic  are  thofe  institutions,  that 
drive  men  of  ipirit  to  look  for  hofpitality 
and  more  humanity  in  foreign  ftates  who 
love  the  name  of  an  Englishman,  and  who 
never  hear  the  found  of  Albion,  but  every 
nerve  vibrates  with  the  emotions  of  glory  I 

Fair  Science  there,  with  her  benignant  fmiles, 
As  Dullnefs  fled,  began  to  wake  the  Ifles  ; 
The  liberal  Arts  with  Commerce,  hand  in  hand* 
Led  up  a  thoufand  bleffings  for  the  land ; 
Surpaffi'ng  all  the  raptured  eye  could  fee, 
They  led  the  mountain  nymph,  fweet  Liberty  ! 
At  her  bold  long  the  hardy  natives  chear, 
A  fong  !  that  Gods  might  quit  their  fpheres  to- 

hear. 
As  new  fenfations  fir'd  the  lifFning  band, 
They  hail'd  her  guardian  of  their  fea-girt  land; 
She  fmil'd  confent,  and  all  who  lov'd  her  name, 
Went  forth  with  honour  to  immortal  Fame  ! 
Each  foe  aflonifh'd  when  her  laws  wereknown, 
Burflhis  rude  gyves,  and  claim'd  her  forhis  own, 

Exulting 
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Exulting  follow'd  where  her  flag  unfurl'd, 
'Till  Albion  reign'd,  the  Miftrefs  of  the  World. 

I  had  feen  much  of  America  during  the 
lad  war  with  the  French,  and  as  our  family 
continued  to  increafe,  I  determined  to  mi- 
grate to  this  Continent,  and  to  live  in  thefe 
back  fettlements  where  land  is  cheap.  For 
I  found  that  it  was  neceffary  for  me  to 
make  every  exertion,  as  my  youth  had  been 
jpent  in  the  fervice  of  my  country ,  the  prime 
of  my  life  in  a  prifon,  which  time  it  was  im- 
poflible  for  me  to  appropriate  to  any  ad- 
vantage, and  at  the  decline  of  my  days, 
I  had  to  begin  the  wTorld  afrefh,  and  to 
provide  for  a  numerous  and  infant  pro- 
geny. 

Over  and  above  fuch  confiderations  my 
plan  was  perfectly  fuitable  to  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  Juliana,  who  was  formed  for  do- 
meftic  life,  and  who  took  fo  much  pleafure 
in  foftering  the  minds  of  her  children,  that 
e  6  Hie 
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flie  experienced  no  chagrin  at  the 
thoughts  of  living  out  of  the  world,  as  it 
was  termed. 

We  all  arrived  in  good  health ;  and 
Juliana  was  fo  much  delighted  with  the 
novelty  of  the  country,  and  the  gran- 
deur of  the  profpe&s,  that  fhe  was  in  every 
refpecl  perfectly  happy. 

I  had  fixt  upon  the  fpot  of  land  on  which 
I  now  live,  and  had  began  fome  improve- 
ments ;  but  while  we  were  enjoying  in 
profpecl  the  probable  fatisfa&ion  we  mould 
have  of  providing  comfortably  for  our  in- 
fant family,  judge  what  was  our  confterna- 
tion,  when  we  were  informed  that  a  war  had 
commenced  between  Great  Britain  and  her 
then  Colonies. 

That  event  was  of  the  moft  alarming  na- 
ture to  us,  as  it  was  obvious,  the  com- 
munication   between   the   two    countries 

would 
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would  be  obftru6ted,  and  which  would 
render  it  difficult,  if  not  impoffible,  for  Ju- 
liana to  receive  the  remittance  of  her 
jointure. 

But  O  my  friend  !  my  Caroline  !  how 
(hall  I  impart  to  you  the  fad !  fad !  events 
that  followed  ?  How  can  I  tell  you,  my 
dear  girl,  a  tale  which  is  fo  mocking  ? 
How  can  I  expofe  a  circumftance,  die 
recollection  of  which,  ft  ill  makes  me  fhud- 
der  ?  and  mould  it  be  related,  would  fix 
an  indelible  ftain,  upon  the  authors  of 
that  unnatural  war,  which  no  time  could 
remove. 

When  the  ferocious  favages  were  let 
loofe  to  crimfon  their  murderous  weapons 
in  the  blood  of  the  unoffending,  and  the 
unfortunate  fubje&s  of  an  empire,  to  the  re- 
mote parts  of  which  they  had  taken  fhelter 
againft  poverty,  and  in  which  the  govern- 
ment of  their  country  had  encouraged  them, 

who 
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who  is  To  infenfible  as  not  to  feel  the 
keened  indignation  at  the  depravations  of 
that  wicked  and  inhuman  war?  Would 
God  its  hiftory  could  be  expunged  from 
the  records  of  my  country  !  for  I  would 
gladly  caft  a  veil  over  events  fo  inglo- 
rious; but  fometimes  expofition  by  pro- 
ducing (name,  ameliorates  the  principles 
of  the  mod  abandoned  and  wicked,  and  I 
would  gladly  believe  that  the  miniftry  is 
not  fo  incorrigible,  but  were  they  to  be 
rightly  informed  of  the  effecls  of  fuch  in- 
human murders,  they  would  not  encourage 
them  in  future. 

I  was  employed  in  my  plantation  when 
I  was  alarmed  by  a  neighbour,  who  told 
me  that  he  had  feen  a  body  of  Indians 
enter  my  houfe,  and  advifed  me  to  return 
home  to  know  what  was  their  bufinefs, 
for  we  knew  nothing  of  the  war  they  had 
commenced    againft   us. — My    neighbour 

attended 
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attended  me,  but my  pen  had  fallen 

from  my  hand,  my  friend — for  the  fhrieks 
ftill  vibrate  in  my  ears — my  neighbour  now 
advifed  me  to  retire ;  what,  faid  I,  fufFer 
my  Juliana  and  children  to  be  mafTacred 
and  bafely  defert  them  !  and  then  ruining 
into  the  noufe  and  feizing  my  fword  from 
the  hand  of  one  of  the  Indians,  who  had 
taken  it  from  its  place,  and  which  had  often 
borne  me  through  the  enemies  of  mv 
country,  I  foon  difpatched  two  of  them; 
but  being  overpowered  I  was  left  for  dead, 
and  fcalped ;  in  which  fituation  I  was  taken 
by  my  neighbours,  who  were  alarmed,  and 
came  to  my  affiftance,  and  who  conveyed  me 
from  a  fight  which  muft  have  proved  the  moft 
diftrefnng: — and  from  that  fatal  morning,  my 
Caroline,  have  I  never  beheld  my  beloved 
Juliana,  or  one  of  thofe  little  cherubs 
who  once  ufed  with  their  infant  prattle 
to  gild  the  laughing  hours  of  domeftic  joy, 
and  taught  me  to  believe  that  I  pofferTed 

the 
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the  mod  perfe£t  felicity.  O  Caroline! 
what  a  damnable  fchifm.  It  is  impoffible 
at  prefent  for  me  to  add  any  thing  more^ 
for  thus  fet  for  ever  the  fun  of  all  my  fmil- 
ing  hopes. 

Farewell,  my  dear  girl, 

P.  P . 


LET- 
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LETTER  XXXI. 
Jfj/5  Caroline  T n  to  P.  P.  Efj. 

Fittfburg,  March. 

IN  the  multiplicity  of  forrows 
which  have  overwhelmed  the  heart  of  your 
friend,  ftill  flie  has  had  fenfibility  enough 
left,  to  weep  the  whole  day  for  the  tragical 
end  of  your  interefting  ftory. 

If  at  this  immature  age  I  have  been 
doomed  to  witnefs  fo  many  miferies,  and 
to  look  for  confolation  in  the  communica- 
tions and  fentiments  of  a  philofopher 
which  are  generally  fo  much  out  of  tone 
with  juvenile  organs;  and  if  I  have  learn- 
ed from  the  leffons  that  your  misfortunes 

afford 
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afford  me,  to  know,  that  mine  hitherto  have 
been  merely  nothing  ;  what  my  dear  friend 
may  I  expeclto  meet,  judging  of  the  hori- 
zon of  my  prefent  hopes  in  the  uneven 
journey  through  life? 

It  is  impoffible  to  make  any  comments 
upon  the  propriety  of  your  conduct,  after 
reading  the  barbarous  treatment  of  Lord 

B ,  and  the  more  cruel  and  unnatural 

of  Lord  and  Lady  L • 

And  can  it  be  poffible  that  fenfible  beings 
can  be  fo  unfeeling  as  to  condemn  and 
punifh  an  unhappy  ■Hj£l,  who  is  araigned 
for  a  fuppofed  crime,  upon  circumftantial 
evidence,  particularly  after  the  world  has 
produced  fo  many  pathetic  inftances,  when 
the  innocent  have  fuffered,  and  which  are 
fufficient  to  roufe  the  feelings  of  the  moll 
obdurate  ? 

How 


THE    EMIGRANTS.  89 

How  depraved  rnuft  be  that  heart  which 
iiidead  of  offering  confolation  and  advice 
to  a  delicate  and  deprefied  woman,  con- 
demns her  unheard,  and  configns  her 
name  to  infamy  and  contempt  ? 

But  who  can  help  feeling  the  mofl  ex- 
quifite  anguifh,  when  they  recoiled  that 
the  ingenuous  heart  of  an  amiable  wo- 
man, who  is  formed  for  the  foft  endear- 
ments of  domeftie  felicity,  mould  be  flrft 
impofed  upon  by  .a  bafe  and  cowardly  be- 
ing, who  ought  to  have  been  her  guardian 
and  proteclor,  and  who  after  having  (hock- 
ed her  delicacy,  anflplied  her  honour  by 
his  unmanly  afpeifions,  mould  be  con- 
demned to  eternal  difgrace  ? 

If  virtue  is  any  thing  more  than  a  name, 
certainly  it  muft  confift  in  administering 
relief  to  the  unfortunate,  and  protecting  the 
innocent;  and  if  a  mother,  or  any  other 
woman,  can  behold  a  daughter  or  a  friend, 

thus 
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thus  treated,  and  thus  afperfed,  and  will 
not  intrepidly  ftep  forward,  and  attempt  to 
fave  them  from  being  wrecked  upon  that 
coaft  which  is  inevitable  deftruclion,  is  it 
wonderful  that  in  fo  many  inftances,  wo- 
men of  quality  have  difgraced  not  only 
their  rank,  but  have  degraded  the  name  by 
a  depravity,  which  is  confequent  to  thofe 
facrifices  and  diftrefTes  they  are  compel- 
led  to  experience. 

O  !  Enchantment  airy  fprite, 
Thou  little  wanton  playful  boy, 
With  tuneful  founds  infpire  delight, 
And  every  forrow  change  to  joy.— 

Come  gently  touch  the  living  lyre, 
And  with  thine  artful  wiles  difplay 
The  laughing  raptures,  which  confpire 
To  crown  with  blifs  the  fleeting  day. 

To  earth  direct  thy  dazzling  car, 
Which  with  unrivalled  luftre  fhone, 
When  Venus  charm'd  the  God  of  War, 
And  Love  fat  fmiling  on  his  throne: — 

And 


THE     EMIGRANTS.  91 

And  when  the  love-infpiring  Queen, 
Adorn 'd  the  fplendid  court  of  Jove, 
And  Beauty  deck'd  the  radiant  fcene, 
While  earth  re-echo'd  fongsof  love. 

I  have  a  thoufand  things  my  friend  to 
fay  to  you  ;  but  I  feel  fuch  a  fadnefs  at 
my  heart,  that  was  I  inclined  to  be  fuperfti- 
tious,  I  fhould  apprehend,  over  me,  fome 
terrible  event  was  impending.  Can  you 
not  make  a  vifit  to  this  place.  I  think 
your  company  would  make  me  cheerful ; 
and  I  then  would  forego  my  anxieties  We 
have  not  yet  heard  a  word  from  Captain 
Arl — ton  ; — and  to  add  to  my  uneafinefs, 
my  father  begins  to  be  very  impatent  for 
George's  return,  as  feveral  people  have 
arrived  lately  from  the  other    fide  of  the 

mountain.      Indeed    Mrs.   W has 

received  letters  from  Philadelphia. —  Pray 
come,  that  I  may  embrace  and  tell   you 
how  much  I  participate  in  all  your  miferies. 
Farewell, 

Caroline. 

LET- 
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LETTER  XXXII. 

Mrs.  S to  Mrs.  W . 

Philadelphia,   March. 
My    dear   Friend, 

THE  fudden  approach  of  winter, 
after  I  informed  you  of  the  exit  of  my 
worthy  and  lamented  father,  prevented  my 
having  an  opportunity  to  write  to  you,  fince 
my  lad  lent  by  the  return  of  Terpin. 

I  have  innumerable  incidents  to  relate 
to  you,  that  confpired  to  bring  about 
the  change  which  has  taken  place,  both  as 
to  my  name  and  fituation;  but  the  greateft 
part  of  them  I  mall  referve  to  detail  when 
I  have  the  pleafure  to  embrace  you  upon 

the 
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the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  as  I  am  now  mo- 
rally  certain  of  having  it  in  my  power,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  fpring. — My  dear  W — , 
will  you  not  guefs  what  have  been  the  ma- 
terial events  before  you  have  read  thus  far 
— I  am — married — I  am — am — how  mail 
I  mention  it?  But  I  am  the  wife  of  Mr, 
S . 

Let  me  briefly  tell  you  how  it  fo  hap- 
pened, for  fear  you  will  confider  me  the 
moft  incdnfifient  creature  in  the  world. 

You  know  W : —  that  my  heart  was 

always  grateful,  and  it  was  the  influence  of 
the  obligations  impofed  upon  my  unfor- 
tunate father,  by  the  unparalleled  genero- 

fity  of  Mr.  S ,  and  my  father's  laft  re- 

queft,  that  induced  me  to  confent  to  a 
thing,  which  had  ever  been  fo  repugnant 
to  my  feelings;  but  after  I  had  confidered 
the  circumftances  and  the  delicacy  of  Mr. 

S 's  conducl,  I   felt  for  him,  both  a 

reverence 
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reverence  and  efteem,  that  tended  to  make 
me  view  the  idea  of  a  connection  with  him, 
as  lefs  horrible  than  formerly.  However, 
I  muft  inform  you  of  the  material  of  thofe 
circumflances. 

You  recollect,  that  I  told  you  fome 
bountiful  being  had  cancelled  my  father's 
pecuniary  engagements,  and  which  had 
been  done  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  produce 
a  glow  of  fenfibility  that  quite  overpower- 
ed him,  and  that  he  funk  under  its  in- 
fluence. 

The  impreflion  the  pathetic  fcene  made 
upon  my  mind,  tended  to  place  the  image 
of  the  friendly  ft  ranger  to  my  view,  in 
the  moll  exalted  light ;  and  I  determined 
if  it  was  polfible,  to  difcover  who  he 
was.  For  this  purpofe,  I  did  intend  to 
vifit  the  different  parties  to  whom  my  fa- 
ther had  been  indebted,  in  order  to  extract 
from  them,  fome  information,  which  might 

eventually 
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eventually  enable  me  to  trace  out  the  mu- 
nificent author.  Chance,  that  often  de- 
cides the  fate  of  empires,  was  aufpicious  to 

me — Mr.  S- had  paid  me  one   of  his 

friendly  vifits  immediately  after  I  had  loit 
my  dear  and  affectionate  parent,  when  I 
told  him  of  the  difinterefted  conduct  of  the 
unknown  perfon,  and  that  I  intended  to 
call  the  next  day  upon  Mrs.  Finbourn, 
who  was  one  of  the  party,  and  endeavour 

to  draw  from  her  the  fecret.      Mr.  S 

pleafantly  replied,  that  he  prefumed  I 
had  determined  to  try  the  Lady,  from  the 
confideration  of  the  general  opinion,  that 
women  cannot  keep  a  fecret — I  told  him 
I  really  had  not  recollected  that  fuch  were 
the  fentiments  of  the  world  $  but  that  I 
was  much  obliged  to  him  for  the  hint.  I 
was  a  little  rallied  upon  the  fubjecl,  and 
thus  we  parted  without  his  renewing  his 
former  overtures.  Accordingly  the  next 
day  I  waited  upon  Mrs.  Finbourn,  and 
before  I  had  time  to  commence  my  inter- 
vol.  11.  f  rogations, 
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rogations,  a  fervant  entered  with  a  letter 

from  Mr.  S to  Mrs.  Finbourn,  which 

had  been  brought  by  one  of  the  fervants 

of  Mr.   S .     Fortunately  the   fervant 

who  brought  the  letter  in  to  the  good  wo- 
man, did  not  fay  how  it  came,  and  as  Mrs. 
Finbourn  is  unhappy  enough  not  to  be  able 
to  read,  me  put  the  letter  into  my  hand,  and 
begged  I  would  do  her  the  favour  to  read  it, 
faying,  that  (he  had  no  fecrets.     Judge,  my 

dear  W. ,  what  muft  have  been  my 

furprize  when  I  found  by  its  contents,  that 

Mr.  S w^as  the  generous   benefactor, 

and  that  this  letter  was  written  purpofely 
to  exhort  her  not  to  promulge  the  bufi- 
nefs  to  me  for  any  coniideration-  and  to 
be  particularly  upon  her  guard,  for  that 
my  vifit  was  for  the  purpofe  of  drawing 
from  her,  whatever  I  could  refpecling  the 
author,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  bond 
fiie  lately  had  holden  of  my  father's  had 
been  paid.  The  good  woman  feemed 
much  difcompofed  at  the   accident ;   but 

upon 
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upon  my  alluring  her  that  no  harm  could 
poffibly  happen,,  and  begging  that  flic 
would  not  give  herfelf  any  uneafinefs  about 
the  matter*  me  became  fatisfied. 

• 
There  was  fomething  fo  extremely  deli- 
cate in  this  conduct  of  Mr.  S. r,  that  my 

heart  overflowed  with  gratitude,  and  im- 
mediately after  my  return  horne,  I  wrote 
to  him,  and  mentioned  the  whole  circum- 
ftances  of  the  day,  and  hoped  he  would 
be  fo  candid  as  to  acknowledge  that,  which 
it  was  not  poflible  for  him  to  deny  with 
any  face;  and  I  affured  him  at  the  fame 
time,  his  goodnefs  had  made  the  mod 
lively  imipprefSons  upon  my  heart :  and 
that  it  would  always  form  the  nrft  objecl 
of  my  life  to  make  him  fome  r.ecompence 
for  an  action  fo  truly  difinterefted.  To 
that  letter  I  received  a  moll  polite  and 
affectionate  arifwer^  affuring  me  it  was 
nothing  but  the  pureft  tendernefs  for  me, 
that  had  prompted  him  to  purfue  the 
f   2  meafures 
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meafures  he  had,  and  in  which,  generofity 
hadnofhare;  for  though  he  had  entirely, 
defpaired  of  ever  being  blefled  in  the  pof- 

feffion  of  the  charming  Laura  R — , 

as  he  was  pleafed  to  call  me,  yet  he  could 
not  bear  to  fee  a  cloud  gathering  over  my 
father's  head,  that  appeared  to  threaten 
not  only  him  with  deftru6lion,  but  which 
had  it  been  fuffered  to  burft,  would  have 
reduced  me  to  extreme  mifery,  and  which 
he  knew  would  be  the  confequence,  from 
my  very  great  and  warm  affe&ion  for  my 
father.  Adding,  that  it  would  have  been 
little  and  bafe  to  have  feen  me  wretched, 
when  he  could,  by  a  facrifice  fo  paltry, 
fecure  my  happinefs ;  which  he  confef- 
fed  was  not  a  little  felfifh,  for  upon  that 
depended  his  own;  and  as  an  accident  had 
made  me  acquainted  with  jhe  circum- 
stances, he  hoped,  and  which  had  been  his 
principal  reafon  for  adopting  the  meafures 
he  did,  it  would  ,  not  wound  my  pride, 
and  thus  ingenuoufly  acknowledging  the 

facls, 
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fa&s,  he  expe&ed  I  would  not  accufe  him 
of  an  oftentatious  benevolence. 

I  was  determined  not  to  be  outdone  in 
fentiment  and  liberality.  I  informed  him 
in  i etui n  of  the  fentiments  his  folicitude 
for  my  felicity  had  infpired  in  me ; — 
and  that  I  mould  continue  to  fofter  a 
fenfibility,  which  by  keeping  awake  the 
fparks  of  gratitude,  might  one  day  enable 
me  to  make  him  a  fmall  return  for  his  ex- 
treme kindnefs  —  this  declaration  pro- 
duced a  vifit  from  him,  when  he  renewed 
the  fubjecl  of  his  former  tendernefs;  and 
upon  which  my  heart  overflowing  at  the 
recollection  of  his  late  kindneffes,  I  could 
not  refill  its  natural  impulfe,  and  in  that 
fituation  I  told  him  I  was  fo  alive  to  a 
juft  fenfeof  his  many  virtues,  that  I  found 
I  was  attatched  to  him  by  every  tie  but 
that  of  love;  but  I  could  not  doubt,  judg- 
ing by  what  I  conceived  to  be  the  quali- 
ties of  my  heart,   that  my  efteem  would 

*    3 
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prove  as  lading  as  if  more  refined  or  de- 
licate: at  this  confeffion  he  appeared  en- 
-  raptured,  and  taking  me  at  my  word,  beg- 
ged I  would  confent  to  an  early  day,  to 
confummate  that  expected  joy  which  was 
too  fervent  to  admit  of  being  delayed. 

Such  my  dear  W were  the  fub.* 

fiance  of  thofe  rapid  incidents  that  have 
happened  fince  I  lad  wrote  to  you,  and 
which  I  now  confider  as  the  more  fortu- 
nate, as  they  will  lead  to  the  ineffable  joy 

of  bringing  us  together;  for  Mr.  S * 

anxious  to  give  me  every  proof  of  his 
tendernefs,  confented,  nay,  immediately 
after  our  marriage  offered  to  remove  into 
the  back  country,  in  order  that  I  might 
live  in  the  fociety  of  my  friend,  provided 
that  I  wifhed  it.— Wifh  it!  exclaimed  I— if 
it* is  not  prefuming  too  much  upon  the 
goodnefs  of  the  mod  generous  man  alive, 
I  mould  confider  it  as  the  mod  happy 
€vent  of  my  life,  except  that  one  which 

has 
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has  put  it  in  my  power  to  experience  a 
pleafure  that  muft  prove  fo  great,  as  em- 
bracing my  dear  friend  W . 

Some  few  days  before  I  loft  my  father 
we  had  a  vifit  from  our  friend  Mr.  II — ray, 
who  appeared  to  take  much  interfl  in  our 
then  unpleafant  fituation.  But  his  depar- 
ture was  fo  fudden,  on  account  of  fome 
unexpected  bufinefs,  that,  if  I  had  not 
known  how  many  virtues  he  pofTeffed,  I 
fhould  have  attributed  his  quick  return  to 
the  effect,  of  caprice. 

He  has  fince  written  me  a  confolitary 
letter,  that  breathes  all  the  elegance  and 
fympathy  which  fo  admirably  characterizes 
his  life  and  manners.  And  I  have  fince 
received  many  marks  of  friendfhip  from 
an  unknown  perfon,  or  perfons,  and  if  I 
had  not  experienced  the  unbounded  libe- 
rality of  Mr.  S ,  I   mould  have   con- 

f  4  eluded 
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eluded  that  Mr.  II — ray  had  been  the  au- 
thor of  them. 

Affure  the  General  how  much  I  efteem 
his  kindneffes,  and  that  I  now  confider  my 
profpe&s  of  felicity  the  moft  flattering,  and 
the  more  fo,  as  it  promifes  me  the  fupreme 
delight  of  living  near  you. 

Pray  continue  to   mention   me  to    the 

T ns,  for  I  expecl  much  from  their 

fociety.     God  blefs  you  my  dear  W , 

and  for  the  firfl  time  permit  me  to   fub- 
fcribe  myfelf, 

Your  friend, 

Laura  S . 


LET- 
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LETTER  XXXIII. 
Mr.  II — ray  to  General  W- 


Philadelphia,  March. 

Dear  Sir, 

THE  laft  letter  I  received 
from  my  friend  Captain  Arl — ton,  inform- 
ed me  of  his  immediate  intention  of  going 
down  the  Ohio  to  Louifyille,  to  which 
place  I  will  thank  you  to  forward  the  in- 
clofed. 

I  promife  myfelf  the  pleafure  of  feeing 
you  fhortly  at  Pittfburgh  on  my  way  to  the 

Illinois;  and  if  Mrs  W will  con- 

fent,  I  certainly  fhall  endeavour  to  prevail 
r  5  upon 
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upon  you  to  be  of  the  party,  as  I  have  no 
doubt  but  the  expedition  will  prove  highly 
pleafant  and  agreeable. 

Mrs.    S ,   whofe    marriage    was  as 

unexpecled  to  me  as  it  Hill  appears 
extraordinary,     has     informed     me     that 

fhe   has  written   to  Mrs.  W upon 

the  fubjecl. 

I  wiffi  I  could  rejoice  at  the  event. — 
But  the  deed  is  done,  and  I  intend  to  ac- 
company them  to  the  Ohio  as  foon  as  the 
feafon  becomes  fine. 

Mrs.    S mentions    their    intended 

migration  to  her  friends,  as  a  proof  of  Mr. 

S 's  affeclion  for  her,  whofe  wifh  was 

always  to  live  near  Mrs.  W .  Unfor- 
tunate and  deluded  woman  !  How  much 
is  it  to  be  lamented  that  fo  much  inno- 
cence and  virtue  muft  fall  a  facrifice  to 
art.     But  can  it  be  wondered  at,  when  it 

appears 
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appears  he  has  impofed  upon  the  whole 
city  ?  Certainly  he  muft  be  the  mod  fpe- 
cious  knave  in  exiftence.  For  it  feems 
that  he  fled  from  Dublin  to  St.  Eufla- 
tia,  and  by  that  circuitous  rout  to  Ame- 
rica he  expected  to  elude  the  enquiry  of 
his  creditors.  But  fince  the  war,  his  re- 
fidence  has  been  difcovered,  and  a  com- 
mercial gentleman  informed  me  a  few 
days  ago,  that  was  the  real  caufe  of  his 
retiring  to  the  Back  Settlements,  as  it 
was  very  certain,  was  he  to  remain  in  this 
place  he  would  be  profecuted. 

Poor  Laura!  I  had  flattered  myfelf 
there  would  have  been  an  end  to  her  trou- 
bles, as  I   underftood   that  Mr.    R 's 

affairs  were  fettled  before  his  death ;  and 
there  could  have  been  no  doubt,  but  fo 
lovely  and  amiable  a  woman  might  have 
married  to  the  greateft  advantage. 

You  know  my  fentiments  of  men  of  this 

defcription. — It  is   only  poflible  to  make 

f  6  them 
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them  contemptible  in  fociety,  by  keeping 
them  at  a  diftance.  .  However,  I  cannot 
treat  with  marked  difrefpect,  the  man  who 
is  the  hufband  of  a  virtuous  friend;  ex- 
cept her  own  diftruft  mould  lead  her  to 
diflike  him,  and  there  was  not  a  profpecl  of 
their  being  made  happy. 

Under  fuch  confiderations  I  fhall  make 
it  a  point  to  accompany  them  ;  and  I  have 
communicated  thefe  things  to  you,  that 
you  may  be  enabled  to  a£i  accordingly 
upon  our  arrival. 

It  is  too  delicate  an  affair  to  meddle 
with,  neither  is  it  neceffary,  fince  there  is 
no  undoing  what  has  been  done,  and  from 
fuch  circumftances,  I  am  convinced,  both 

you  and  Mrs.  W« will  do  whatever 

is  in  your  power,  that  can  tend  to  promote 
the  happinefs  of  your  friend. 

It  is  perhaps  needlefs  for  me  to  add,  that 
it  muft  always  be  beft  to  receive  men  with 

juft 
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juft  impreflions  of  their  characters  ;  for 
by  too  high  an  opinion  either  of  their  ta- 
lents, virtue,  or  property,  we  are  too  apt 
in  a  change  of  opinion  to  fall  into  the 
other  extreme  ;  and  when  this  change  may 
militate  againft  the  feelings  of  a  delicate 
fenfibility,  it  had  better  be  prevented. 

You  know  Mr.  S has  been  confi- 

dered  a  man  of  large  fortune,  as  well  as 
pofleffing  fplendid  talents.  I  have  de- 
fcribed  the  nature  of  the  firft. — The  gene- 
ral opinion  of  the  latter  is  equally  un- 
founded. 

Give  me  leave   to  felicitate  you  upon 
the    acquifition  your  fociety   at  Pittfburg 

obtained  in  the  Mifs  T ns.      Doubt- 

lefs,  my  friend  Arl — ton  told  you  the 
caufe  of  their  diftrefles. — I  wifh  that  it  was 
in  my  power  to  entirely  alleviate  the  fuffer- 
ings  of  thofe  charming  girls — For  at  this 
moment,  I  blufh  at  the  depravity  to  which 
the  human  heart  may  be  reduced,  and  feel 

the 
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the  utmoft  indignation  at  the  bafenefs  of 
their  unworthy  brother. — Wicked  and 
atrocious  as  it  may  appear,  it  is  however 
certain,  he  has  left  this  place  with  a  phaeton 
and  pair,  and  a  fervant  mounted  upon  a 
third  horfe  for  New  York ;  and  is  thus 
wantonly  diffipating  that  fmall  pittance, 
which  was  the  only  prop  to  his  reduced 
family, — and  whofe  deftruclion  his  former 
diffipation  had  been  one  of  the  material 
caufes. 

This  is  one  of  thofe  circumftances  that 
requires  no  exaggeration  to  confound  the 
imagination,  or  to  be  related  with  embel- 
lifhment  and  pathos,  to  mock  every  fenti- 
ment  of  humanity,  gratitude,  generofity,  and 
honour. 

If  you  can  communicate  the  informa- 
tion to  Mr.  T n,  it  is  pofnble,  by  pur- 

fuing  him,  that  he  may  fave  fome  part  of 

the 
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the  money ;  without  which  I  am  at  a  lofs 
to  know  how  the  family  will  exift. 

Forgive  my  adding,  that  this  is  a  very  de- 
licate interference  ;  but  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  your  (hewing  this  part  of  my  letter, 
and  pray  defire  him  to  forbear  mentioning 
it  to  his  family,  who  I  am  apprehenfive 
have  more  troubles  than  they  can  well 
fupport. 

Do  not  omit   to  mention  me  to   Mrs. 

\V ,  and  Mr.  T n's  family,  and  af- 

fure  them  of  my  utinoft  regard  and  refpeft. 

I  am  your's  truly, 

G.   Il — RAY. 


LET. 


no 
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LETTER  XXXIV. 


Mr.  II — ray  to  Capt.  Arl — ion. 


Philadelphia,  March. 

My  dear  James, 

THE  communication  between 
this  place  and  Pittfburg  having  been  clofed 
from  the  immenfe  quantities  of  fnow,  which 
has  for  fome  time  paft  covered  the  moun- 
tains, is  the  reafon  I  did  not  anfwer  your 
laft  before  this  period;  which  I  know  you 
will  have  the  indulgence  to  confider  as  a 
fufficient  apology  for  my  filence. 


The    affair    with    the    lovely    Caroline 

T n  appears  to  me  very  enigmatical ; 

and  I  think  that  you  ought  to  have  judged 

better 
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better  of  her  good  fenfe,  candour,  and  po- 
litenefs,  than  not  to  have  fuppofed  there 
was  " fomething  rotten  in  Denmark.*1  At  any 
rate  it  was  not  acting  like  yourfelf  to  leave 
Pittfburg  when  you  knew  that  the  family 
flood  in  need  of  afliftance. 

As  to  your  faying,  at  a  time  when  you 
did  not  know  what  you  were  doing,  that 
you  meant  to  take  a  trip  to  Louifville  be- 
fore the  winter  fet  in,  and  which  impofed 
upon  you  the  neceffity  of  going  according 
to  your  declaration,  I  think,  that  it  was  the 
moft  ridiculous  thing  in  nature,  to  believe 
it  would  have  been  a  derogation  from  con- 
fiftency  to  have  retraced. 

Does  not  every  man  alive,  propofe  to 
do  things  that  intervening  incidents  may 
prevent  their  carrying  into  effect  ?  and  I 
cannot  conceive  you  were  bound  to  give 
an  account  to  any  perfon  whatever  for  your 
motives  for  delaying  your  journey;  parti- 

*     cularly 
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cularly,  as  it  would  be  undertaken  at  this 
feafon  with  more  fafety,  and  would  be 
more  pleafanL  Befides,  you  ought  from 
feelings  of  humanity,  to  have  conhdered 
the  care  of  thefe  ftrangers,  as  paramount  to 
every  fpeculative  object. 

What  would  be  your  fenfations  if  you 
were  to  hear  that  the  imprudence  of  the 
brother  had  driven  them  diflra&ed;  and  I 
fhould  be  glad  to  know,  what  guarantee 
they  have  againft  the  imprudence  and  pro- 
digality of  an  undifciplined  man,  who  has 
given  every  proof  of  his  contempt  for  the 
ties  of  honour  and  gratitude  ? 

It  appears  to  me,  that  when  a  man  has 
been  infpired  with  a  delicate  attachment 
for  an  innocent  and  virtuous  woman,  he 
would  be  governed  by  fentiments  more 
heroic,  than  to  abandon  her  in  the  hour 
peril  and  danger. — Inftead  of  which,  your 
conduct  exhibits  an  inltance   of  captious 

caprice. 
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caprice,  that  is  fo  unlike  the  dignity  of  a 
man,  that  I  confefs  I  was  not  lefs  morti- 
fied when  reading  your  letter,  than  I  was 
aftonimed  at  your  precipitation. 

As  to  Caroline's  having  been  merry  at 
your  expence,  it  is  the  mod  boyifh  idea  I 
ever  heard. — Certainly  you  ought  to  have 
been  a  better  judge  of  good  breeding,  and 
to  have  had  a  more  jttft  opinion  of  her  gen- 
tlenefs,  than  to  entertain  fufpicions  fo  inju- 
rious to  feminine  charms. 

In  fhort,  my  friend,  you  have  nothing  to 
plead  as  an  excufe  for  your  impetuofity, 
but  an  exceflive  tenacity ;  a  refuge,  of 
which  I  hope  you  would  be  afhamed,  as  it  is 
ever  the  characleriflic  of  little  minds.  For- 
give me,  James,  for  expreffing  myfelf  in 
fuch  terms ;  for  I  wifh  you  to  feel  the  force 
of  the  abfurdity  that  marked  your  con- 
duel  in  the  affair,  in  order  that  you  may  be 
induced  to  make  for  it  fome  atonement* 

I  will 
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I  will  not  deceive  you,  by  aiming  at  the 
reputation  of  being  thought  prophetic. 
For  the  brother,  who  you  recollecl  was 
difpatched    to    receive    the    money,    Mr. 

T n  left  in  a  bank  in  this  place,  is  now 

indulging  his  former  propenfities  with  all 
the  wanton  extravagance  of  the  moft  con- 
temptible and  prodigal  fpendthrift ;  and  per- 
haps before  he  can  be  overtaken  by  his  fa- 
ther, who  I  have  defired  General  W 

to  inform  of  his  conducl,  thofe  charming 
girls  —  that  enchanting  woman,  whom  you 
feemed  to  confider  as  a  divinity,  will  be  re- 
duced to  beggary. 

Such,  my  friend,  is  likely  to  be  the  fitua- 
tion  of  the  woman  you  adored,  and  whom 
you  deferted  at  a  moment  when  you  ought 
fooner  to  have  forfeited  your  life. 

You  will  not  be  permitted  to  fay  that 
there  was  no  reciprocity  in  your  at- 
tachment, for   that  being  admitted,  your 

conduct 
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conduct  would  have  been  the  more 
noble  and  generous,  for  having  been  dif- 
interefted. 

I  expect,  foon  to  fet  out  to  explore 
thofe  regions  which  all  travellers,  who  have 
parTed  through  them,agree  are  fo  delectable ; 
and  when  I  fee  you  I  fhail  fay  more  than 
I  can  convey  in  a  letter  ; — and  when  I 
hope  you  will  be  fufBciently  temperate  to 
reprobate  your  own  folly. 

The  late  Laura  R has  become 

Mrs.  S ;  Mr.  S has  agreed 

to  fettle  upon  the  Ohio — more  of  this 
when  we  meet. — I  mail  attend  them  to 
Pktfburg. 

I  am  affectionately  your's, 

G.  Il — ray. 


LET* 
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LETTER  XXXV. 

Mr%  F to  Mifs  Caroline  T n. 

London, 

My  Dear  Caroline, 

W  E  bad  a  quick  pafTage  to 
England,  for  we  flew  before  die  wind,  which 
blew  a  ftrong  gale  from  the  day  we  loft 
fight  of  the  mores  of  America  until  our 
arrival  at  Falmouth,  which  was  in  eighteen 
days  after  our  departure  from  Sandy- 
hook. 

We  hurried  up  to  town  where  I  found 

Mr.  F »'s'houfe  in  Bruton-ftreet  newly 

fitted  up  to  receive  us,  and  where  we  re- 
ceived the  congratulary  vifits  of  our  friends 

upon 
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upon  the  events  of  our  marriage  and  fafe 
return. 

In  the  fplendid  apartments  of  this  fuperb 
refidence,  that  have  a  voluptuous  richnefs, 
altogether    correfponding    with    the    tafte 

of  Mr.  F ,    I  cannot  forget  the  fepa- 

ration  from  my  family,  and  above  all,  from 
my  tender  and  affectionate  Caroline,  which 
ftill  gives  a  deadnefs  to  all  my  pleafures ; 
without  wifhing  I  was  in  the  wilds  of 
America,  participating  in  the  hardfhips 
I  know  you  mud  have  encountered,  there 
to  enjoy  the  felicity  the  ties  of  nature, 
and  the  congenial  fentiments  of  kin- 
dred fouls  experience  through  the  vicifli- 
tudes  of  every  change  of  fortune. 

It  is  not  in  the  power  of  enervating  lux- 
ury, the  grandeur  of  riches,  the  pageantry 
of  a  blazoned  chariot,  the  golden  tiflue 
which  decorate  the  hangings  of  a  drawing 
room,  the  brilliancy  of  operas,  or  the  eclat 
1  of 
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of  exciting  admiration  at  tumultuous  routs, 
can  ever  compenfateto  me,  for  the  derelic- 
tions fortune  has  compelled  me  to  make. — 
No,  my  dear  filler;  for  fadnefs  often  fixes 
upon  my  brows,  and  when  Mr.  F — attempts 
to  footh  my  forrows,  I  infenfibly  feel  a 
difgufl  at  that  appearance  of  tendernefs, 
that  furrounds  me  with  flowery  profpe&s, 
while  the  vifta  through  which  I  behold 
my  folitary  relatives,  is  penury  and  wretch- 
ednefs. 

In  vain  am  I  told  that  my  mifery  will 
not  alleviate  their  fufferings.  Such  re- 
monftrances  only  increafe  my  anguifh,  for 
by  attempting  to  convince  me  how  much 
he  is  concerned  for  my  happinefs,  it  proves 
to  me  equal  to  demonftration,  that  his 
Toothings  are  mere  affectation,  otherwife 
my  wifhes  would  be  anticipated,  and  my 
filial  fenfations  would  lead  to  a  paternal 
participation  of  that  fuperfluous  opulence 
with  which  I  am  at  prefent  furrounded. 

You 
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You  recoiled,  my  dear  filter,  how  fan- 
guine  I  was  upon  this  fubjecl,  before  the 
ceremony  of  our  marriage ;  and  the  lead  I 
expected,  was  that  you  would  have  been 
invited  to  return  with  us  to  England. 
But  as  that  was  not  done,   I  fufpended  my 

opinion  of  Mr.    F 's  generofity,   and 

believed  that  he  intended  to  do  fomething, 
which  would  have  fecured  the  comfort  of 
my  aged  parents  in  the  country,  where 
they  now  are;  as  it  was  impoffible  for  my 
father  to  return  without  Mr.  F ma- 
king a  facrifice  I  could  not  expect. 

Several  of  our  former  acquaintances 
have  been  to  vifit  me,  who  would  wifh  to 
make  me  believe,  that  they  feel  the  moft 
ecjlatic  joy  at  their  good  fortune,  in  having 
the  honour  of  my  being  once  more  joined 
to  the  circle  of  their  fociety. 

How  little  do  we  know  of  the  human 

heart,  until  we  have  experienced,  in  fome  de- 

vol,  11.  g  gree, 
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gree,  the  changes  incidental  to  us  as  fublu- 
nary  beings?  Howftrangely  verfatileare  the 
opinions  of  thofe  Automatons,  who  would 
wifh  the  world  to  believe  like 

"  The  fpider'5  touch  which  exquifitely  fine  ! 
Feels  at  each  thread,  and  lives  along  the  line/* 

that  they  are  all  fenfibility,  without  really 
knowing,  what  is,  either  joy  or  forrow  ? 
But  who  exclaim  in  affe&ed  raptures  at 
every  trifling  circumflance. 

Such,  my  dear  Caroline,  have  been  the 
affe&ation  of  thofe  unworthy  objecls,  who 
at  the  period  of  our  molt  reduced  ftate, 
fometimes  did  not  recolleci  us  in  the  ftreets; 
and  who  when  they  met  us  in  company 
where  they  felt  themfelves  inferior,  ufed 
to  fympathife  with  us  for  my  father's  mif- 
fortunes,  as  they  termed  the  change  of  our 
fituation ;  but  which  with  all  their  dif- 
guife,  discovered  the  fecret  fatisfaction 
little  minds  are  too  apt  to  feel,  at  the  re- 
duced 
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duced  circumftances  of  thofe  they  call  their 
friends. 


The  etiquette  of  vifits,  and  the  tumul- 
tuous amufements  to  which  I  am  hurried 
almoft  harrafs  me  to  death;  and  when  I 
contraft  the  fimple  and  fincere  manners  of 
the  people  of  your  hemifphere,  with  the 
ftudied  ceremony  of  European  cuftoms,  I 
not  only  lament  that  I  am  not  with  you 
enjoying  the  charms  of  thofe  Arcadian  re- 
gions, but  I  affure  you,  my  dear  fifter,  I 
envy  you  that  felicity  which  flows  from  the 
genuine  fentiments  of  nature. 

I  do  not  fend  this  by  a  regular  packet, 
for  hearing  of  a  {hip  which  will  foon  fail, 
I  have  fnatched  an  opportunity  to  tell  you 
how  much  my  happinefs  is  abridged  in 
confequence  of  our  feparation,  and  to 
prove  to  you  how  affectionately  I  am  alive 
to  your  wifhes,  by  fending  the  books,  &c. 
as  you  requefted. 

g   2  I  am 
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I  am  very  anxious  to  hear  from  you, 
and  have  thought  it  not  a  little  extraordi- 
nary, that  none  of  your  letters  have  yet 
come  to  hand.  I  wilh  this  may  reach  you 
before  the  winter  fets  in,  as  the  books  will 
prove  an  acquifition  to  you,  when  it  is 
not  pleafant  going  out.  But  I  fear  the 
feafon  is  too  far  advanced  for  my  wifhes 
to  prove  propitious.  Adieu,  my  dear 
Caroline,  and  affure  the  family  of  my  duty, 
and  that  I  am  tenderly  their 

Eliza  F . 


LET- 
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LETTER  XXXVI. 

Capt.  Arl—ton  to  Mr.  II ray. 


Louifville. 

O  !  my  friend,  into  what  a  ft  ate 
of  wretchednefs  am  I  plunged  ?  The  hor- 
rors of  my  voyage  to  this  place  were  dif- 
pelled  by  the  more  horrible  fenfations  of 
my  diftra&ed  mind.  The  nightly  owl 
which  fkims  through  the  airy  regions, 
when  nature  feems  awake  only  to  fuch 
wretches  as  myfelf,  with  their  folitary 
hollos,  which  wTere  re-echoed  through  the 
founding  vallies,  as  I  pafTed  the  uninha- 
bited wilds  that  feparate  me  from  the  love- 
ly, but  cruel  Caroline,  conftantly  warned 
me  of  the  fituation  into  which  I  was 
g  3  launched. 
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launched.  I  remained  upon  deck,  and 
while  the  towering  forefts  that  hang  over 
the  brink  of  the  river,  and  fpread  a  gloom 
upon  the  Jombre  curtains  of  the  night,, 
heaven  appeared  in  all  its  luftre,  as  if  pur- 
pofely  to  mortify  me  for  having  abandon- 
ed  trie  objefi  of  all  my  joys. 

The  weather  continued  fine,  and  as  the 
fxream,  which  is  ever  true  to  the  current 
of  nature,  imperceptibly  approached  the 
genial  clime  of  this  delightful  region,  I  felt 
in  my  glowing  veins  all  the  tumultuous 
tranfports  of  love,  contending  with  agoni- 
zing grief,  produced  from  the  certainty, 
h  was  not  in  my  power  foon  to  return. 

The  fragrance  of  the  groves  which  ort 
our  way,  Zephyrus  wafted  acrofs  the  river, 
gave  voluptuous  delight ;  and  as  the  evening 
breezes  playing  upon  the  furface  of  the 
water,  danced  to  thefoft  tones  of  enchant- 
ment,   heavens!    faid  I,  was  man   made 

reafonable 
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reafonable  to  occafion  his  own  mifery, 
while  things  inanimate  appear  to  frolic  in 
all  the  raptures  of  congenial  elements? 
And  when  the  fun  had  declined  below  the 
horizon,  and  Venus  in  her  evening  car 
fhone  in  all  her  eradiated  charms,  I  figur- 
ed to  my  imagination  the  various  beauties 
of  the  fweet  Caroline ;  but  when  I  reflect- 
ed upon  the  attributes  of  the  Queen  of 
Love,  my  heart  deadened  at  the  thought 
of  my  not  being  more  accomplished  in  the 
fchool  of  gallantry. 

Such,  my  friend,  were  my  lucubrations 
during  the  night  of  my  parfage,  when  my 
tapers  were  the  twinkling  ftars,  for  the 
fober  moon  was  then  giving  light  to  the 
Antipodes,  and  fuch  has  been  my  ftate  of 
mind,  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  attend 
fufhciently  to  the  great  object,  which  wras 
my  oflenfible  reafon  for  coming  to  this 
country. 

c  4  However, 
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However*  I  have  made  feveral  excur- 
fions,  and  have  feen  fo  much  as  to  con- 
vince me,  that  thofe  perfons  who  wifh  to 
fettle  in  the  weftern  country,  had  infinite- 
ly better  come  here,  than  to  flop  upon 
the  upper  branches  of  the  Ohio.  To 
which  effeQ:  I  have   written  to    General 

W ,  and  as  you  will  pafs   through 

this  diftri£t  on  your  way  to  the  Illinois,  I 
know  that  you  will  forgive  me  for  not  be- 
ing able,  at  prefent,  to  defcribe  it. 

Your    letter  that  informed  me  of  the 

death  of  Mr.  R ,  contained  fentiments 

fo  truly  difinterefted,  that  while  I  applaud 
the  generality,  I  admire  the  delicacy  with 
which  you  adminiftered  the  relief. 

Certainly  benevolence  is  a  raoft  celef- 
tial  virtue,  and  its  generous  offerings  I. 
mould  conceive,  muft  ever  afford  a  de- 
light to  the  heart  of  a  good  man,  to  which 
oftentatious  perfons  are  ftrangers. 

When 
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When  I  recognize  the  many  inftances 
which  have  chara&erized  yours,  I  think 
you  mult  be  the  mod  felf  fatisfied  man  liv- 
ing. Yes!  my  friend,  while  you  have 
been  intent  upon  purfuing  practical  vir- 
tues, I  have  differed  my  paffions  to  tranf- 
port  me  into  the  abyfs  of  mifery,  where  I 
am  friendlefs,  and  without  the  power  of 
being  friendly. 

My  very  faculties  appear  to  have  taken 
their  leave  of  me,  and  when  I  take  a  view 
of  my  felf,  I  am  confounded  at  the  thought 
of  that  folly,  which  accelerated  me  into 
this  wildernefs,  where  I  am  fhut  out  from 
all  focial  intercourfe,  and  left  to  brood 
over  the  events  which  led  to  my  folitary 
wretchednefs. 

In  contemplating  the  various  characters 

that  conftitute  the  groups  into  which  men 

afTemble,  how  very  few  do  we   find   who 

poffefs  that  kindred  fentiment,  i$  foefTeiitial 

g  5  to 
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to  (often  the  calamities  to  which  our  paf- 
fions  and  the  changes  of  fortune  iubje& 


us 


The  fault  cannot  be  in  nature — it  mud 
be  more  fuperficial — it  muft  proceed  in- 
tirely  upon  the  firft  impreffions  that  are 
made  upon  the  mind,  and  to  which  it  be- 
hoves parents  to  attend  with  the  greater! 
nicety;  for  upon  that  depends  the  only 
charms  of  which  the  human  heart  is  fuf- 
ceptible* 

The  rigid  mles  of  moralifts  have  tended 
to  harden  the  human  heart,  and  in  many 
inftances,  the  moft  virtuous  inclinations 
have  been  condemned  as  of  the  moft  cri- 
minal nature;  while  the  unfeeling  pru- 
dence of  fome  perfons  has  been  applaud- 
ed, which  merited  at  moft,  the  confide,- 
ration  of  a  negative  virtue. 

Such 
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Such  have  been  the  factitious  duties  of 
men,  that  every  thing  mental  appears  to 
have  been  perverted,  and  while  cold  in- 
animate characters  have  been  admired  and 
carreffed,  a  foul  warm  in  focial  feelings, 
and  glowing  with  the  moft  heroic  fenti- 
ments,  has  been  left  after  his  ardour  has 
carried  it  a  little  beyond  the  bounds  of 
prudence,  to  languifh  under  the  con- 
tempt of  a  mifguided  world. 

You  know,  my  friend,  what  was  the 
clamour  againft  the  late  unfortunate  Mr. 
R >  who  had  fo  nobly  flood  for- 
ward not  only  on  his  brother's  account, 
but  who  had  given  fo  many  examples  of 
his  exalted  fenfe  of  honour  and  friend- 
fhip ;  and  who  was  not  only  condemned  as 
imprudent,  but  was  neglected,  and  fuffered 
by  thofe  that  called  themfelves  his  friends, 
to  experience  every  mortification  a  man  of 
fpirit  mull  feel,  from  the  contumely  of  the 
c  6  fupercilious 
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fupercilious  coxcomb,  and  the  profperous 
and  arrogant  fquire. 

It  is  from    fuch  confederations   that    I 

think  your  conducl  toward  Mr.  R , 

as  the  molt  glorious  part  of  your  life, 
which  to  adorn  and  fet  it  off,  has  fo  many 
brilliants. 

If  I  was  lefs  fincere  in  my  general  man- 
ners and  actions,  perhaps,  you  would  fuf- 
pe&  me  of  being  adulatory  in  this  due 
tribute  of  praife;  but  the  brighter!  dia- 
monds want  no  borrowed  luflre,  and  when 
a  man  withholds  his  praife  or  cenfure  upon 
the  conducl:  of  his  friend  he  deceives  him, 
and  prevents  his  forming  a  juft  eftimate  of 
his  own  actions  j  and  thus  it  frequently  has 
happened,  that  men  have  fallen  into  errors, 
that  have  been  the  refult  of  a  fuperflu- 
ous  delicacy  on  the  part  of  thofe  they 
were  in  the  habits  of  confulting,  and  which 
%  errors, 
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errors,  in  many  inltances,  have  proved  ir- 
retrievable. 

The  inflexible  Cato  was  vanquished  by 
the  greateft  foldier  the  world  ever  faw, 
the  fpecious  Julius  Caefar.  The  manly  and 
virtuous  Brutus,  by  Anthony  and  the  more 
fortunate  06lavius  Ceefar; — but  how 
many  equally  good  men,  and  they  not  de- 
ficient in  underftanding,  have  been  ruined 
by  a  more  dangerous  and  infidious  foe  to 
fociety — that  of  infincere  friendfhip. 

*'  A  generous  friendfhip  no  cold  medium  knows, 
Burns   with   one  love— -with    one   refentment 

glows ; 
One  fhould  our  interefls  and  our  paflions  be." 

If  mankind  would  be  more  candid  with 
one  another,  certainly  it  would  tend  very 
much  to  correct  that  fallacy  of  opinion 
we  are  too  apt  to  entertain  of  our- 
felves.  For  while  we  affect  to  be  governed 
by  tendernefs,    as   to   the   foibles  of  our 

friends, 
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friends,  the  errors  of  education,  and  the 
vanity  concomitant  with  youth  become  fo 
fixed,  that  they  conflitute  part  of  our  na- 
ture : — and  from  that  fource  flow  one 
half  of  the  difficulties  which  we  meet 
with  through  life. 

I  have  known  a  lady  whofe  face  had 
not  a  fmgle  beauty,  who  had  been  all  her 
life  furrounded  by  fycophants,  believe 
that  fhe  was  as  charming  as  an  angel,  and 
in  confequence  of  that  felf  admiration, 
loofe  many  good  offers,  which  was  the 
caufe  of  her  living  and  dying  a  maid. 
The  fame  vanity  is  not  uncommon  in 
men ;  and  it  has  frequently  happened, 
that  many  worthy  and  good  characters 
have  continued  the  fport  of  thofe  flatter- 
ers, who  produced  fuch  a  belief;  and  if 
fuch  things  proceed  from  the  weaknefs  in- 
herent in  human  nature,  and  if  they  are 
generally  innocent  in  their  effects,  it  is  ne- 
verthelefs   true,  that  we  too  often  meet 

with 
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with  characters,  who  by  miftaking  their  ta- 
lents, have  committed  blunders  which 
have  led  to  ruin  and  contempt. 

Men  generally  undertake  things,  which, 
according  to  the  eftimate  they  form 
of  their  talents,  are  likely  to  prove  fuc- 
cefsful ;  and  therefore  it  is  the  bufinefo 
of  a  friend,  always  to  prevent  by  a  deli- 
cate interference,  an  erroneous  bias, 
otherwife  they  do  not  perform  the  impor- 
tant office  with  fmcerity  r  and  which  ne- 
glected, is  the  reafon  that  when  friends 
fall  out,  they  generally  become  the  mod 
virulent  and  implacable  enemies ;  for  both 
parties  having  been  in  an  error,  in  refpeft 
to  the  opinion  they  had  formed  of  them- 
felves,  they  mutually  accufe  each  other, 
not  only  with  in  fmcerity,  but  with  hypo- 
crify,  and  every  vicious  quality  of  the 
mind. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  reflection  s  are  not  mere  fpecula- 
tion. — I  have  feen  the  effe&s  io  often, 
that  I  am  perfectly  fatisfied  that  they  are 
juft. — Indeed  I  have  in  fome  meafure, 
been  the  dupe  of  infincerity  myfelf ;  for 
if  I  had  been  told  with  candour,  I  did 
not  pofiefs  that  addrefs  neceffary  to  in- 
fpire  a  fine  woman  with  an  attachment  for 
me,  or  fo  much  as  to  arreft  their  notice, 
fo  far  as  to  become  a  favourite,  I  certainly 
fhould  have  turned  my  thoughts  upon  my- 
felf, and  if  I  could  not  have  prevented 
the  fpontaneous  fenfations  engendered  by 
the  fafcinating  charms  of  the  divine  Caro- 
line, yet  I  might  have  checked  them  in 
their  infancy,  and  at  leaft  have  prevented 
my  pride  being  mortified. 

Forgive  this  egotifm  my  dear  II — ray, 
and  hurry  to  this  place,  that  I  may  feel 
the  confolation  of  knowing  I  am  not  lef- 
fened  in  your  eftimation. 


As 


THE   £MIGRAX  TS.  135 

As  you  pafs  Pittfburg  afiure  Caroline 
that  I  enquired  particularly  after  the  health 
and  welfare  of  the  family ;  but  for  God's 
fake  do  not  touch,  even  if  you  fhould  re- 
ceive an  oblique  hint  of  the  affair,  that 
you  know  a  word  of  the  matter.  Excufe 
this  weaknefs,  and  allure  all  my  friends  of 
my  fincere  regard. 

I  am  truly  your^,  &c. 

J.  A v 


LET. 


t$6  TBI    EMrGKANTTS. 


LETTER  XXXVII. 

Mrs.  W—  to  Mrs.  S- 


Pittfburg,  March, 

HOW  exquifitely  delicate  is  the 
fenfibility  of  my  friend,  and  how  amiable 
has  fhe  appeared  through  the  various  mor- 
tifications and  forrows  which  fuch  a  ra- 
pid fucceflion  of  accidents  could  not  fail 
to  produce  ? 

I  am  at  a  lofs  which  to  admire  moft,  the 
generofity  of  Mr.  S ,  or  your  grati- 
tude. What  a  luftre  has  virtue,  and  how 
tranfcendently  lovely  has  its  druggies  ren- 
dered the  moft  charming  of  women  ?  How 
divinely  ecftatic  muft  be  the  fenfibility  of 
that  heart,  which  gave  fuch  proofs  of  its 

filial 
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filial  tendernefs  while  it  fhone  with  To  much 
brilliancy  in  the  agonize  of  that  fevere 
dereliction,  when  that  celefiial  fpark  which 
animates  the  frame  of  a  good  man,  was 
emanating  from  mortality  to  join  the  pure 
regions  of  eternal  felicity  ?  Yes  !  my  dear 
Laura,  your  dear  father  muft  have  ilown 
directly  to  heaven,  and  in  that  certainty 
you  ought  to  be  happy. 

I  had  no  opportunity  of  writing  to  you 
after  the  return  of  Terpin,  until  I  received 
your  laft,  which  informed  me  of  your  mar- 
riage—  never  was  I  more  delighted  than 
with  the  thoughts  that  you  felt  for   Mr. 

S a  more  tender  attachment  than 

mere  gratitude;  and  that  his  kindnefs 
would  place  you  in  the  fituation,  where  I 
again  may  enjoy  all  thofe  pleafures,  which 
flow  from  the  interchange  of  thofe  endear- 
ments that  have  marked  the  courfe  of  our 
lives. 

You 
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You  find,  Laura,  how  much  too  high  you 
had  rated  the  common  offices  of  a  friend 

in   Mr.   W ;   for  while  you  were 

contemplating  a  conduct  as  munificent, 
which  was  only  repaying  thofe  bonds  that 
cement  the  ties  of  his  efteem,  when  you  ex- 
perienced the  effects  of  the  mod  heroic 
generolity  from  a  perfon,  who  from  his 
manner  of  doing  the  aftion,  proved  that  it 
was  totally  difinterefted,  and  to  the  difco- 
very  of  which,  nothing  could  have  led  but 
accident. 

Mr.  W has  received  fuch  extra- 
ordinary accounts  of  the  country  low  down 
on  the  Ohio  from  Captain  Arl — ton,  who 
left  us  for  Louifville  before  the  winter  fet 
in,  that  he  has  made  up  his  mind  to  remove 
there,  and  only  waits  for  your  arrival  to 
make  his  arrangements,  as  we  flatter  our- 
felves,  that  fuch  a  plan  will  be  perfectly 
agreeable  to  both  Mr.  S and  you. 

I  have 
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I  have  been  ufing  my  endeavours,  to 
prevail  upon  the  Englifh  family  to  emi- 
grate with  us,  and  find  that  nothing  is 
wanting  to  effect  my  fuccefs,  but  to  pre- 
vail upon  a  relation,  who  they  have  difco- 
vered  in  a  very  ftrange  manner.  He  is  an 
elderly  man,  and  pofTeffes  fo  much  the 
manners  of  a  gentleman,  you  would  im- 
mediately conclude,  that  he  had  been  a 
man  of  fafhion,  though  he  drefTes  in  the 
plain  garb  of  the  country. 

I  know  you  will  forgive  this  fhort  epif- 
tle,  when  you  know  that  I  expect  in  fo 
fhort  a  time  to  have  the  pleafure  of  em- 
bracing you,  and  when  I  can  fay  ten 
thoufand  things  which  cannot  be  written. 

Mr.    W begs    leave    to    felicitate 

both  you  and  Mr.  S ,  upon  the  pro- 
pitious event  of  your  marriage,  and  to 
afiure  you  how  very  much  he  is  interefted 
in  every  thing  that  concerns  your  happi- 

nefs, 
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nefs,   and  in  which  is   blended,    that    of 
your  afFe&ionate  friend, 


Maria  W- 


P.  S.  The  Mifs  T— ns  requeft  that  I  will 
inform  you  of  the  joy  they  experience,  at 
the  thoughts  of  obtaining  in  you,  fo  valu- 
able an  acquifition  to  our  fociety.  Poor 
Caroline !  (he  droops  and  has  loft  her  vi- 
vacity.— Indeed  it  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at,  when  we  recollecl  the  facrifices  a  change 
of  fortune  mult  have  compelled  her  to 
make,  and  which  fituation  is  the  more 
cruel,  as  not  one  of  the  family  have  a  dif- 
pofition  congenial  to  hers. 


LETT 
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LETTER  XXXVIII. 

General  W  ■      ,  to  Mr.  II — ray* 

Pittfburg,  March. 

Dear  Sir, 
Mrs.  W had  written  a  congratula- 
tory letter  to  Mrs.  S ,  before  your  fa- 

voin\came  to  hand,  expreflive  of  our  mod 
unfeigned  joy,  at  the  event  of  her  mar- 
riage. 

Judging  by  the  letter  Mrs.  W re . 

ceived  from  Mrs.  S ,  Mr.  S ap- 
pears to  be  one  of  the  beft  men  alive ;  and 
fo  totally  different  from  the  character  you 
give  of  him,  that  I  feel  myfelf  in  the  mod 
unplealant  and  aukward  fituation.  There- 
fore I  have  tranfcribed  fuch  parts  of  it 

as 
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as  concerns  him,  and  fend  them  inclofed 
to  you,  as  they  contain  matter,  which  I 
prefume  you  have  not  been  made  acquaint- 
ed with,  and  in  which,  it  feems  there 
could  not  be  a  poffibility  of  a  deception, 
intended  by  that  beneficence  they  de- 
fcribe. 

However,  I  confefs  I  have  been  fo  high- 
ly pleafed  with  a  man,  who  appears  fo 
tranfcendently  generous,  that  I  cannot 
help  thinking  you  have  been  impofed  up- 
on by  the  invidious  cenfures  of  a  malevo- 
lent fet  of  wretches,  who  take  a  pleafure 
in  calumniating  the  fair  fame  of  fuch  men 
as  experience  a  reverie  of  fortune;  and  if 

fuch  has  been  the  cafe  with  Mr.  S ,  I 

am  heartily  forry  for  it ;    for  a  man  who 

could  have  a&ed  by  old  Mr."  R ,  in  the 

manner  the  enclofed  will  inform  you  he 
did,  mult  have  a  foul  of  the  moft  exalted 
nature. 


In 
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In  this  delicate  affair  I  have  been  per- 
fectly filent  with  Mrs.  W ,  for  fear  it 

might  reach  Mrs.  S ,  who  would  confe- 

•quently  be  made  unhappy,  from  a  miilruft 
of  things,  winch  I  hope  have  no  founda- 
tion. Befides  it  is  a  maxim  with  me, 
to  avoid  touching  upon  opinions  that  may 
lead  to  domeflic  uneafmefs,  when  it  cannot 
poilibly  do  any  kind  of  good. 

I  have  received  fuch  flattering  accounts 
of  the  low  country,  that  I  only  wait  for 
your  arrival  to  proceed  down  the  river. 
In  the  mean  time  believe  me  to  be  fincere- 
ly  yours, 

J W . 

P.  S.   I   communicated   without    delay 

the  unpleafant  information  to  Mr.  T n, 

refpeding  his  unworthy  fon,  and  with  as 
much  tendernefs  a$  I  pofTibly  could,  who 
has  in  confequence  fet  out  in  purfuit  of 
him. 

vol.  11  h  LET- 
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LETTER  XXXIX. 

Mifs  Caroline  T- n  to  P.  P Efq. 

Pittfburg,  April. 

My  Dear  Friend, 

YOU  bad  only  parted  from  us, 
when  my  father  received  fome  unpleafant 
information  refpe&ing  George,  and  fet  out 
almoft  immediately  for  Philadelphia  in  or- 
der to  fee  him. — I  have  my  apprehenfions, 
but  God  forbid  that  they  fhould  prove 
true. 

Permit  me  to  afTure  you  how  very  much 
I  was  charmed,  during  your  kind  vifit,  in 
the  elucidation  of  thofe  important  fub- 
jefts,  upon  which  the  happinefs  and  mifery 
of  fociety  depend;  you  have  difpelled  the 

mift, 
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milt,  which  had  always   darkened   my  un- 
derftanding,  and  illumined  the  region  be 
tween  prejudice   and  reafon  ;  and  I  now 
think,  I    behold   the  fetters  that  have  been 
fo  ingenioufly  contrived   to    fubjugate  the 
human    mind  ;   and   clearly    perceive   the 
difference  between  principles,  which  have 
for  their  bafis,  our  unalienable  rights,    and 
thofe   which  are  grounded  upon  the  opi- 
nion of  the  woTld.     But  I  muft  lament  at 
the  fame  time,  that  the  inconvenience  fo- 
ciety    will    experience  from   fuch  a    per- 
verfion,    cannot   be   eafily   removed :  and 
thus  I  fear  many  virtuous  characters,    will 
yet  fuffer  under  the  influence  of  a  lyftem, 
which  their  honour  will  not  fuffer  them  to 
violate ;  for  it  is  certainly  better  for  a  wo- 
man of  fpirit  to  forfeit  her  exiftence,  than 
to  excite  the  fcorn  and  contempt  of  a  fu- 
percilious  fet  of  beings,  who  have  no  re- 
gard for  any  thing  but  appearances. 

h  2  In 
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In  reflecting  upon  the  various  inftitu- 
tions  that  have  been  made,  and  the  nume- 
rous laws  which  have  been  contrived  to 
•iupport  the  prefent  practices  refpe&ing  wo- 
men and  matrimony,  my  thoughts  were 
imperceptibly  turned  upon  the  fate  of  the 
unfortunate  Princefs  Matilda,  late  Queen 
of  Denmark. 

When  I  brought  into  confideration  ma- 
ny ideas  which  your  admirable  leclures 
have  given  me ;  cruel  and  inhuman  I 
thought,  muft  be  the  pra&ice  of  that  go- 
vernment, which  banifhes  an  amiable  and 
beautiful  Princefs  from  her  native  country, 
from  thofe  to  whom  Ihe  was  attached  by 
the  ties  of  congenial  fentiment ;  from  thofe 
gay  fcenes  of  juvenile  paftime',  which  al- 
ways have  charms  to  a  fenfible  mind ;  from 
not  only  the  companions  of  her  youth,  but 
from  thofe  friends  her  focial  heart  had  fixed 
upon  to  be  its  aflbciate  in  the  hour  of  in- 
quietude, and  more  corroding  difappoint- 

ment, 
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ment,  and  when  too,  fuch  fevere  derelic- 
tions barely  afford  a  chance  to  this  viclim 
of  political  tyranny,  of  being  allied  by  one 
of  thofe  ties,  which  are  the  only  compen- 
fations  we  can  have  for  the  many  cruel 
mortifications  we  are  fubject  to  as  mun- 
dane beings ;  and  it  is  the  more  exquiftte- 
ly  torturing  to  a  delicate  woman,  as  fhe 
muft  fhudder  at  that  profanation  of  feel- 
ing, to  which  fuch  alliances  muft  fubject 
her. 

O  defpotic  man !  as  the  effufions  of  my 
heart  continued,  faid  I,  and  is  your  un- 
derstanding fo  contemptibly  weak,  as  to 
oblige  you  to  immolate  the  tender  off- 
fpring  of  your  fovereign,  in  order  to  fe- 
cure  your  unnatural  political  fyftem  ? 
wretched  indeed,  then  faid  I,  muft  be  the 
fituation  of  thofe  who  have  the  misfortune 
to  be  born  a  Princefs. 

h  3  Such 
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Such,  my  friend,  have  been  my  reflec- 
tions upon  a  fubjecl,  which  perhaps  my 
thoughts  would  never  have  turned  upon, 
if  I  had  not  experienced  the  happinefs  of 
meeting  you  in  thefe  almoft  uninhabited 
wilds,  where  the  mind  naturally  begins  to 
look  more  into  the  nature  of  fociety,  than 
when  the  objects  which  prefent  themfelves, 
are  moflly  artificial.  I  muft  therefore  re- 
queft,  as  you  have  been  the  material  caufe 
of  my  touching  upon  the  fubjee\  that  you 
will  be  fo  kind  as  to  correct  my  errors, 
and  at  the  fame  time  give  me  your  opinion 
of  the  political  neceflity  of  fuch  practices. 

I  have  the  pleafure  to  inform  you,  that 

General   W has  received   difpatches 

from   Capt.   Arl ton,  which  not   only 

mention  his  fafe  arrival  at  Louifville,  but 
he  fpeaks  of  the  fecurity  the  prefent  ftate 
of  the  country  affords  againfi  any  attacks 
from  the  natives. 

I  have 
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I  have  received  a  letter  from  my  filter, 
and  as  ufual,  fhe  exprelfes  herfelf  in  the 
moil  affectionate  terms  ;  fo  that  the  open- 
ing fpring  has  in  fome  degree  chafed  away 
the  vapour  which  had  thrown  fuch  a  damp 
upon  my  fpirits.  Believe  me  when  I  fay# 
1  am,  your's  fmcerely, 

Caroline. 


H4  LET 
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LETTER  XL, 

P.  P Efq.  to  Mifs  Caroline  T—n* 

Laurel-mount,  April.. 

YOU  have  harrowed  up  my  ve- 
ry foul,  my  dear  Caroline,  and  opened 
afrefh  thofe  wounds  that  have  fo  often  bled 
for  the  calamities  the  indigifted  pra&ices 
of  barbarians  have  produced;  by  bring- 
ing to  my  recollection,  not  only  the  fuf- 
ferings  of  the  unfortunate  late  Queen  of 
Denmark,  but  the  horrors  of  that  refera- 
ble cataftrophe,  which  befel  my  own  fami- 
ly, who  had  been  nurtured  under  my  own 
immediate  care,  who  were  learning  to  imi- 
tate the  examples  I  fet  them,  and  who 
were  not  only  the  pride  of  my  life,  but 
would  have  been  the  comfort  of  its  winter* 

which 
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which  is  now  commencing  ;  and  was  it  not 
cheered  by  my  amiable  friend,  I  fhould  be 
loft  to  that  animating  fenfibility  that  warms 
the  heart  into  rapture,  and  gives  zeft  to 
the  delights  of  focial  pieafures. 

When  I  take  a  retrofpeclive  glance  of 
the  degradations  and  rniferies  that  fyftem 
of  government  produces  which  exiles  its 
own  PrincefTes,  or  condemns  them  to  a 
life  of  celibacy,  and  thereby  blafts  the  fair 
bloffoms  of  their  tender  hopes,  and  fhuts 
out  from  their  glowing  imaginations,  the 
fafcinatingjoys,  emanating  in  all  that  lux- 
uriance the  fympathetic  foul  infpires,  in 
fuch  eradiated  imagery,  as  to  produce 
thofe  divine  fenfations,  when  every  place 
is  converted  into  elyfium,  and  every  fenfe 
is  feafted  in  the  banquet  of  love ;  I  can- 
not help  feeling  the  utmoft  indignation  for 
that  fyftem  you  fo  juftly  reprobate ;  and 
pity  for  thofe  innocent  fenfible  beings,  who 
are  made  victims  to  that  object  of  ag- 
h  5  grandife- 


I52  THE  EMIGRANTS. 

grandifement  which  has  too  long  difgraced 
the  courts  of  Europe- 
It  is  not  my  bufinefs  to  make  any  com- 
ments upon  the  wifdom  of  monarchy^  or 
the  advantages  it  has  over  any  other  kind 
of  government;  but  if  it  is  obliged  to  re- 
fort  to  fuch  means  to  fupport  itfelf,  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  to  fay  the  leaft  of  it,  that  it  is 
inhuman. 

Let  any  man  of  feeling  and  candour 
read  the  life  and  fufferings  of  the  Princefs 
Matilda,  who  not  only  fuffered  the  fevereft 
mortifications  in  finding  it  neceffary  to  be 
allied  to  a  man  fhe  could  not  love;  but 
who  fuffered  the  tortures  of  a  fhameful 
profecution,  in  a  ftrange  dominion,  unpro- 
tected, and  unheard,  and  then  fay,  if  he 
can,  that  fuch  practices  are  not  nefarioufly 
inconfiiient, 

Yots 
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You  have  called  for  my  opinion,  my 
dear  friend,  upon  this  important  fubjecl ; 
and  if  you  will  forgive  me  for  being  prolix, 
I  will  enter  into  it  at  fome  length. 

The  difputes  between  religionifts  had 
for  a  long  time  diftracted  the  intellects  of 
mankind,  and  difturbed  the  repofe  of  the 
world  ;  fo  that  the  sera  of  protefting  againft 
the  catholic  creed,  was,  perhaps  the  mod 
important  crifis  for  the  extenfion  of  that 
mild  philofophy,  which  tends  to  meliorate 
the  condition  of  humanity,  of  any  one  pe- 
riod during  the  hiftory  of  modem  Europe; 
and  when  I  recollect-  the  fanguinary  tu- 
mults, the  different  feels  of  chriftianity  had 
occafioned,  I  cannot  help  admiring  the 
wifdom  of  our  anceftors,  for  taking  effec- 
tual meafures  to  check  that  fpirit  of  bigo- 
tiy  that  has  fixed  an  odium  upon  its  Priefts, 
which  no  time  or  element  will  ever  obli- 
terate. 

h6  It 
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It  was  neceffary  to  interdift,  by  ftatute, 
the  poflibility  of  that  intolerant  fyftem  be- 
ing revived,  as  it  had  fo  often  difturbed 
the  tranquillity  of  Great  Britain,  and  en- 
dangered thofe  liberties  for  which  our  an- 
ceftors  had  fo  nobly  contended  ;  and  from 
the  dlfpofition  of  the  faithlefs  and  unfortu- 
nate James  II.  it  became  neceffary  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  proteftant  fucceflion,  and 
the  extenfion  of  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
o  regulate  the  marriages  of  the  royal  fa- 
mily to  proteftants : — and  perhaps,  when 
we  recollecl  the  ftate  Europe  was  in  at  that 
period,  it  was  not  an  unwife  meafure,  to 
confine  their  marriages  to  royalty.  But 
when  f'-  .  circumftances  no  longer  exifted 
and  after  the  radiance  of  reafon  had  illu- 
mined the  minds  of  men,  it  became  high- 
ly oppreffive  in  goverment  to  condemn 
the  innocent  progeny  of  their  king  to  ex- 
perience a  coercion  fo  repugnant  to 
nature. 

I  confefs 
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I  confefs  I  am  totally  at  a  lofs  to  know 
upon  what  principle  the  ftatute  is  fuffered 
to  exift,  when  the  danger  that  was  appre- 
hended for  the  fafety  of  the  Proteftant 
fucceffion  is  no  more;  and  when  too  the 
government  has  obtained  a  {lability  from 
the  affections  of  Britifh  Subjects,  which  no- 
thing but  its  inconjijlencies  will  be  ever  abk  to 
JJiake. 

The  improvements  in  reafon  and  fcience 
will  continue  to  develope  the  fallacy  of 
error,  and  in  the  progrefTion  of  truth,  the 
imperfections  of  every  fyftem  will  be  dis- 
covered; and  therefore  it  ought  to  be  the 
moderation  and  wifdom  of  every  ftate  to 
make  ufe  of  all  appropriate  knowledge, 
which  would  effectually  prevent  thofe  cla- 
mours, that  are  ever  induftrioufly  raifed 
by  the  indigent  and  factious;  and  which 
are  fuffered  to  gain  ground  from  that 
weaknefs,  that  obltinately  rejects  every  im- 
provement or  amelioration. 

As 
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As  to  the  popular  prinicple  of  marrying 
the  princefTes  to  royalty  in  order  to  ftreng- 
then  and  extend  by  fuch  alliances  the  po- 
litical importance  of  Great  Britain,  nothing 
can  be  more  chimerical  and  ridiculous ; 
For  whenever  was  the  profperity  of  Eng- 
land promoted  by  fuch  connections?  or  in- 
deed, when  did  ever  a  flate  or  empire  rife 
to  fame  and  fplendour  but  by  the  wifdom 
and  magnanimity  of  its  miniftry?  However 
I  mould  be  glad  to  know,  what  would  be 
the  fentments  of  thofe  immortal  lawgivers, 
who  erected  monuments  to  perpetuate  their 
fame,  if  they  could  be  told  that  in  the  mod 
enlightened  kingdom  among  the  moderns, 
that  government  facrinced  the  moft  lovely 
woman  in  the  world  to  ftate  politics  ? 

Certainly  fuch  practices  illy  correfpond 
with  the  gallantry  of  a  brave  and  generous 
nation;  and  while  I  moft  fincerely  join 
with  you,  my  friend,  in  thofe  warm  fenti- 
ments,  vouhave  fo  rationally  promulgated, 

I  feel 
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I  feel  the  utmoft  folicitude  for  thofe  un- 
fortunate women,  whofe  fair  celebrity  for 
beauty  and  accomplifhments  have  arretted 
the  admiration  of  every  fenfible  heart. 

If  monarchy  is  the  mod  eligible  kind  of 
government,  and  which  fome  of  the  moft 
celebrated  men  for  talents  that  the  world 
has  produced,  feem  to  have  thought,  it 
appears  to  me,  that  the  only  way  by  which 
it  can  be  perpetuated,  is  to  unite  it  by  the 
ties  of  confanguinity  to  the  people. 

The  abfurd  and  Male  idea  that  familiarity 
occafions  contempt,  has  too  long  been  the 
fole  caufe  of  the  continuation  of  thofe 
forms,  which  have  been  miftaken  for  dig- 
nity; and  they  have  induced  many  to  be- 
lieve, that  all  government  is  a  mere  trick, 
contrived  by  the  cunning  part  of  the  com- 
munity to  anfwer  felfifh  purpofes;  and 
while  its  miniflers  adroitly  hoodwink  the 
vulgar,  they  have  had  in  the  exercife  of 

that 
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that  omnipotence  their  places  afford  them, 
no  other  object  in  view  but  their  own  ag- 
grandizement. 

Men  will  no  longer  continue  to  be  at- 
tatched  to  forms,  and  therefore  it  becomes 
a  folly  to  reverence  a  fyftem,  that  has  not 
for  its  bafis,  reafon  and  truth. 

If  a  mixed  government  is  better  calcu- 
lated to  fecure  the  happinefs  of  mankind 
than  any  other,  and  to  give  all  that  fplen- 
dour  to  a  ftate  which  is  fo  neceffary  to 
amufe  the  bulk  of  them,  in  the  name  of 
God,  why  is  it  not  continued  upon  ration- 
al principles  ?  For  certainly  no  perfon  can 
be  fo  prepofteroufly  abfurd,  as  to  fay  fuch 
is  human  weaknefs,  that  perfection  in  no 
one  thing  is  attainable,  and  therefore  it 
would  prove  a  nugatory  to  attempt  to  make 
improvements. 

Such 
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Such  opinions  merit  no  confideration, 
and  when  I  recollect  how  many  fplendid 
fortunes  there  are  in  Great  Britain — for- 
tunes more  princely  than  many  of  thofe 
petty  fovereigns  of  Germany  inherit;  and 
then  reflecl:  upon  the  depravations,  the 
inhuman  politics,  which  preventing  a  beau- 
tiful and  amiable  princefs,  who  poffeffes  all 
that  fenfibility  which  adds  fuch  wonderful 
luftre  to  female  charms,  from  marrying  any 
but  a  Proteftant  Prince;  and  after  the 
caufe  that  might  at  one  period,  have  ren- 
dered fuch  regulations  neceffary,  no  longer 
exift,  and  which  reftriction  condemns  them 
to  deprecate  the  continuance  of  a  life,  that 
when  robbed  of  all  thofe  delicious  rap- 
tures, which  fo  peculiarly  enhances  its  va- 
lue becomes  burthenfome ;  I  confefs  every 
one  of  my  faculties  are  for  a  time  fufpend- 
ed  in  amazement  at  the  thought,  that  any 
human  creature,  can  be  fo  unfeeling  as  to 
be  an  advocate  for  fo  crude  a  policy. 

Such, 
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Such,  my  dear  friend,  are  my  fentiments 
upon  the  fubjecl;  and  I  have  treated  it 
more  ferioufly,  as  I  know,  that  it  has  been 
too  much  the  practice  with  politicians  to 
facrifice  every  thing  to  their  confined  ideas,- 
and  while  they  continue  to  immolate  the 
moft  lovely  part  of  the  creation  to  fuch  a 
miferable  fyftem,  every  humane  and  think- 
ing man,  muft  be  convinced  that  nothing 
can  be  more  abfurd  and  wicked. 

Ah  Caroline,  my  friend !  When  I  con- 
template the  fpontaneous  fweets  that  fpring 
up  under  our  feet,  and  decorate  the  fra- 
grant groves,  which  afford  fo  many  joys; 
and  hear  the  melodious  fongs  of  the  fea- 
thered creation  tuned  to  love  and  nature, 
and  then  contrail  them,  with  the  mutilated 
pleafures  of  man,  how  poignant  is  the  an- 
guifh  which  I  feel  at  the  idea  of  the  im- 
becillity  of  fuch  inflitutions,  as  are  incom- 
patible with  reafon  and  nature  ? 

Perhaps 
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Perhaps  when  you  defired  me  to  give 
my  fentiments  upon  this  fubjeft,  you  did 
not  expecl  to  be  troubled  with  a  difquifi- 
tion  fo  elaborate,  nor  indeed  my  dear  was 
it  altogether  necefTary  that  you  mould  ; 
but  I  have  treated  it  in  a  political  and  re- 
ligious point  of  view  purpofely ;  for  in 
whatever  light  the  world  may  hold  the  un- 
derstandings of  women,  I  hope  my  felf  ever 
to  pay  them  the  greatefl  deference,  as  I 
have  always  obferved,  that  they  judge  from 
the  elucidation  of  the  moil  obfirufe  fub- 
jecls,  with  as  much  precifion  as  men;  and 
if  their  ideas  are  not  always  fo  comprehen- 
five,  it  ought  in  juftice  to  them,  to  be  at- 
tributed to  education.  Believe  that  I  am, 
my  dear  girl,  affectionately  yours,  &c. 

P.  P -. 


LET. 
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LETTER  XLL 

Mr(  F to  Mifs  Caroline  T n, 

London, 

My  Dear  Caroline, 

SEVERAL  of  your  charming 
favours  have  come  fafe  to  hand;  all  of 
which  breathe  the  fame  tender  fentiments 
that  marked  the  fenfibility  of  your  heart. 

While  you  continued  happy,  Caroline, 
there  was  always  a  vivacity  in  your  man- 
ner of  writing,  which  afforded  me  the 
greateft  pleafure.  But  while  I  was  admir- 
ing the  animated  account  you  gave  me  of 
your  journey,  I  felt  all  the  folicitude  for 
you,  the  horrors  of  a  favage  wildnefs  can 

produce. 
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produce. — I  thought  I  fasv  you  infulated, 
and  liable  to  be  carried  off  by  thofe  In- 
dians, whofe  image  was  fo  forcibly  impref- 
fed  upon  my  mind  by  the  (lory  of  the  ad- 
venture with  Captain  Arl — ton  in  the 
mountain,  that  I  have  never  been  able  to 
obliterate  the  impreflion. 

Heavens,  faid  I,  to  Mr.  F ,  invo- 

luntarily  as  I  was  hurrying  over  the  con- 
tents of  that  epiftle  in  which  you  mention 
to  have  feen  the  natives,  Caroline  is  taken 
prifoner  by  the  barbarous  Indians! — Ca- 
roline is  maffacred  —  Caroline  is  dead — 

Mr.  F caught  me  in  his  arms,  and 

was  going  to  read  on,  when  I  was  foon 
electrified  by  that  fluid,  which  fo  fudden- 
ly  roufes  the  fenfes  of  a  woman,  when  a 
thought  ftrikes  her,  in  which  her  delicacy 
is  concerned.  I  had  difcovered  that  your 
heart  was  not  a  little  interefted  in  the  ftory 
you  were  telling,  and  in  a  moment  I  was 
fo  collected,  as  to  prevent  Mr.  F — ■ 

from 
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from  obtaining  fight  of  thofe  cxpreffions 
which  acknowledge  your  attachment  for 
Captain  Arl — ton — fuch  was  my  delicacy 
towards  you,  Caroline,  that  had  it  been 
-an  affair  of  my  own,  I  could  not  have  been 
more  alive  to  the  danger. 

Perhaps  you  may  wonder  how  a  woman 
can  hide  any  thing  from  her  hufband? — I 
will  briefly  tell  you.  The  caprices  of  the 
human  heart  are  fuch,  that  whenever  a 
weaknefs  is  difcovered,  it  in  a  greater  or 
lefs  degree,  leffens  the  eftimation  which  we 
may  have  formed  of  the  perfon  fo  dis- 
covering their  falings;  except  it  is  in  the 
regard  of  our  friends,  or  of  thofe  of  open 
and  ingenuous  difpofitions.  And  if  you 
mould  wonder,  why  a  hufband  is  not  the 
beft  friend  a  woman  can  have,  I  will  alfo 
tell  you,  that  it  is  a  misfortune  when  it  is 
not  the  cafe;  for  it  is  very  certain,  their 
minds  are  fo  delicate,  and  are  fo  attached 
by  the  influence  of  focial  feelings,  that  if 
1  they 
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they  do  Dot  find  tuofc  con.  -.iriments 

in  the  hufibarvd,  they  will  ceruiniy  look  for 
them  elie.vhere,  which  never  fails  ulti- 
mately to  lead  to  an  alienation  of  all  af- 
fection. 

If  a  woman  mould  happen  to  be  in  love> 
and  mould  afterwards  marry  to  advantage, 
it  is  all  very  well.  But  if  perchance  her 
attachment  mould  prove  abortive,  it  is  too 
apt  to  excite  the  pity  of  others,  which  is 
very  little  fhort  of  contempt.  Doubtlefs 
thefe  things  proceed  from  a  contra&ednefs 
of  mind  ;  but  while  that  is  the  cafe,  it  will 
be  neceffary  for  us  to  be  upon  our  guard, 
how  we  make  known  the  fentiments  of  our 
tender  attachments. 

If  you  will  forgive  a  kind  of  pro-and- 
con  ftyle,  I  will  itate  a  cafe,  which  I  con- 
ceive will  iliuflrate  the  difcofuion  of  Mr. 

F, ,  and  nine  tenths  of  the  men  with 

whom  I  am  acquainted. 


If 
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If  you  were  to  happen  to  be  attached  to 
a  gentleman  of  eligible  fortune,  mould 
marry  him,  and  was  then  to  return  to  this 
country,  you  would  be  careffed  by  all  par- 
ties, as  the  moft  amiable,  fenfible  creature 
that  ever  lived ;  but  fhould  it  be  known 
you  were  in  love  with  a  man,  who  did  not 
care  three  ftraws  for  you,  it  would  be  con- 
fidered  as  foolifh,  and  your  name  under 
the  affectation  of  pity,  would  be  treated 
almoft  with  contempt. 

Ah!  my  dear  filler,  how  effectually  do 
I  feel  for  your  misfortune  in  loofing  Capt. 
Arl — ton  :  Your  account  of  him,  and  the 
delicacy  of  his  manner  in  promoting  the 
comfort  of  our  helplefs  family,  had  pro- 
duced in  me  the  moft  lively  gratitude ;  and 
when  I  was  contemplating  with  peculiar 
fatisfa&ion  the  expected  felicity  of  hearing 
of  a  propitious  event  of  your  mutual  fym- 
pathy,  I  experienced  the  moft  unpleafant 
chagrin,    when   your    melancholy    letter, 

by 
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by  George  to  Philadelphia,  which  is  the 
laft  I  have  received  from  you,  informed 
me  of  his  having  left  Pittfburg. 

How  pathetically  do  you  dcfcribe  the 
diftreffes  of  your  fen  hole  heart  P  Ah  Ca- 
roline !  I  cannot  bear  your  complaints  !  I 
will  rifk  every  thing,  once  more  to  have  it 
in  my  power  to  convince  you  how  fincere- 
ly  I  love  you.  If  you  can  obtain  per- 
million,  for  God's  fake  return  to  me  with- 
out delay ;  you  doubtlefs  may  meet  with 
fome  companionate  traveller,  who  would 
protect  you  to  Philadelphia,  where  I  fliould 
fuppofe  there  may  be  always  found  good 
company  returning  to  Europe,  with  whom 
you  might  afTociate  in  your  paflage,  if  not 
with  pleafure,  at  lead  with  fatisfaclion. 
Make  no  excufes  ;  inclofed  I  tranfmit  you 

the  needful :  and   as  I   have  told    F 

that  I  fhall  be  miferable  until  I  regain  you, 
and  that  I  have  given  you  an  invitation  to 

vol.  11.  1  return, 
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return,  you  cannot  have  any  fcruples  up- 
on that  head. 
■** 
Would  .God  it  was  poffible  for  me  to 
do  any  thing  for  my  aged  parents  and  Ma- 
ry ;  but  you  know  their  difpofition  too 
well  to  fuppofe,  they  will  not  refign  you 
without  hefitation.  Come  then  Caro- 
line !  and  let  us  by  thofe  mutual  endear- 
ments, which  at  fo  early  a  period  marked 
the  conduct  of  our  lives,  try  to  forget  the 
mortifications  we  have  experienced.  For 
it  is  impoflible  in  the  prefent  fituation  of 
our  minds,  for  either  of  us  to  i>e  made 
happy  while  we  continue  feparated. 

Let  me,  therefore,  befeech  you  not  to  en- 
danger our  felicity  by  an  untimely  delica- 
cy and  etiquette  ;  for  if  the  invitation  is  not 

immediately  from  Mr.  F ,  and  which 

I  know  will  ftartle  your  feelings,  it  ought 

to  have  the  fame  weight  when  you  recollect, 

both  your  own  happinefs  and  mine  depend 

i  upon 
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upon  your  compliance;  and  if  Mr.  F 


knowing  this,  has  not  had  consideration 
enough  to  make  the  requeft,  he  certainly 
ought  not  to  receive  fo  much  deference 
from  either  of  us,  as  to  have  his  feelings 
confulted  : — For  I  know  of  no  tie,  either 
in  nature  or  matrimony,  which  makes  it 
neceffary  to  forego  inclinations,  that  are 
perfectly  pure  and  confident  with  fifterly 
affection. 

Yes !  Caroline,  I  have  experienced  the 
influence  of  your  complaint  fo  poignantly, 
that  I  fhould  think  myfelf  unfeeling  if  I 
did  not  make  every  facrifice  which  could 
tend  to  alleviate  your  forrows ;  and  I  am 
fure  we  know  each  other  too  well,  to  doubt 
the  fincerity  of  this  declaration. 

Farewel,  my  dear  filter,  and  affure  your- 
felf  of  my  moft  unfeigned  love.     I  have 
only  to  add  that  I  hope  the  family  will  be- 
lieve me,  when  I  fay  how  very  much  I  la- 
i  2  ment 
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ment  the  caufe  of  our  reparation,  and  that 
I  continue  to  pray  for  their  health  and 
happinefs. 

Godblefs  you,  Caroline,  and  come  fpee- 
dily  to  your  affectionate  but  difconfolate 
fitter. 

Eliza  F . 


LET- 
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LETTER  XLII. 

Mr.  II — ray  to  Capt.  Arl — ton. 

Pittfburg,  May. 

I  Have  at  length,  my  friend, 
reached  the  banks  of  the  Ohio;  and  in 
contemplating  the  fierce  Alligany,  and  the 
fublimity  of  the  rock  you  was  (hewing  Ca- 
roline when  fhe  was  alarmed  with  the  Hid- 
den appearance  of  the  natives,  I  could  not 
help  reflecting  upon  the  impetuofity  of 
your  paffion,  which  it  appeared  to  me  mud 
have  been  influenced  by  the  current  of 
that  rapid  river,  which  feems  to  be  hurry- 
ing, to  intermingle  its  waters  with  the  more 
gentle  Monongahala. 

Every  idea  of  the  moft  arduous  paflion 

came  rufhing  into  my  mind,  and  when  I 

1  3  beheld 
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beheld  the  gentle  Caroline  who  attended 
our  party  to  fhew  us  the  novel  fcenes  of 
this  place,  whofe  fweet  mildnefs  feemed  to 
create  enchantment  whereever  fhe  trod; 
and  while  her  foft  faltering  voice,  betrayed 
the  fymptoms  of  that  very  intereftlng  fcene> 
I  was  convinced  how  very  much  you  have 
been  deceived  by  the  warmth  of  your  ima- 
gination; and  could  not  help  condemning 
anew,  the  inconfiftency  of  your  condu6l. 
i 

The  emotions  of  the  heart  may  for  a 
time  be  (tilled;  but  when  nature  has  been 
labouring  in  the  element  of  defire,  that 
foul  which  is  of  a  divine  nature  will  emit 
its  celeftial  fparks,  and  it  is  then  that  the 
dulleft  underltanding  mull  be  illumined. 
Indeed  my  friend  you  mufthave  been  ftu- 
pid  not  to  have  obferved  the  lively  at- 
tatchment  which  Caroline  feels  for  you ;  (he 
talks  not  of  love,  but  when  (lie  defcribes 
her  journey  over  the  mountain,  and  when 
fhe  (peaks  of  her  ra.mbles  about  this  place, 

the 
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the    trembling  tear,  imparts  a  foftnefs   to 
her  eye,  which  love  alone  can  give. 

You  have  bound  me  up  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner by  your  curious  infinuations,  that  I  do 
not  feel  myfelf  at  liberty  to  touch  in  the 
{lighted  manner  upon  the  fubject,  other- 
wife  I  think  I  could  find  out  more  myftery 
in  the  bufinefs,  than  you  have  been  aware 
of;  and  if  you  will  give  me  leave  upon  our 
arrival  at  Louifville,  to  which  place  it  is 
intended  Mr.  T n  and  his  family  ac- 
company our  party,  I  will  in  the  molt  deli- 
cate manner  invefligate  the  affair ;  when  I 
think  it  will  appear  there  has  been  fome 
mifconftruclion  in  the  bufinefs,  and  of 
which,  I  recommend  you  to  think  pre- 
vioufly,  as  you  will  receive  this  fufHciently 
in  time  to  make  up  your  mind ;  for  we 
(hall  be  detained  at  this  place  a   few  days* 

in   order  that  Mr.  T n  may  make  his 

arrangements,  for  if  it  was  not  determined 
they  would  go,  until  this  day. 

14  I  at- 
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I  attended  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S to  this 

place,  and  we  were  accompanied  by  Mr. 

T n,  who  was  on  his  return  from  the 

purfuit  of  George,  and  whom  he  was  not 
able  to  overtake;  for  he  had  embarked  on 
board  the  packet  at  New  York,  previoufly 
having  fquandered  the  whole  of  the  mo- 
ney he  was  fent  to  receive  :  and  which  was 
every  farthing  his  indigent  and  diftreffed 
family  were  worth  in  the  world. 

Such  an  inftance  of  the  depravity  of 
manners,  I  confefs  has  never  before  come, 
under  my  notice ;  and  when  I  reflecl:  up- 
on the  effects  of  indolence,  and  that  dif- 
pofition  to  prodigality  and  diffipation, 
which  has  marked  the  conduct  of  that 
young  man's  life,  I  am  led  to  believe  if 
fuch  inftances  of  worthlefsnefs  are  not  un- 
common, that  there  mud  be  fomething  ra- 
dically bad  in  theprefent  fyftem  of  morals  ; 
for  it  is  impoflible  for  me  to  believe,  that 
any  man  can  be  naturally  fo  unfeeling,  as  to 

behold 


THE    EMIGRANTS.  I75 

behold  with  indifference  his  family  reduced 
to  beggary  and  wretchednefs,  while  he  is  in- 
dulging himfelf  in  all  the  exceffes  of  the 
fouleft  banquets,  and  in  all  the  ftupefac- 
tion  of  the  moft  enervating  luxury  ;  much 
lefs  to  accelerate  their  inevitable  ruin,  by 
a  breach  of  confidence;  by  a  facrilege 
againft  nature  and  heaven;  forgetful  of  the 
ties  of  confanguinity  and  filial  affeclion, — 
forgetful  of  the  feelings  of  a  man,  and  the 
principles  of  a  gentleman,  and  regardlefs 
of  every  honorary  c on fi deration  which  ma- 
ny highwaymen  refpecl  and  reverence. 
But  fuch  are  the  diabolical  effe&s  of  thofe 
habits,  in  which  many  men  are  educated, 
and  io  long  accuftomed  to  indulge,  that 
they  make  every  thing,  moral,  political, 
and  divine,  yield  to  their  gratifications. 

Our  party  will  confift  of  General  and 

Mrs.  W ,   Mr.  and  Mrs.  S , 

Mr.  T n's  family,  and  perhaps  the  old 

gentleman  you  met  in   the  mountain,  who 
1  5  turns 
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turns  out  to    be    the    brother    of    Mrs. 

T ,  the  circumftances  of  which  difco- 

very  I  fhall  leave  to  be  explained  to  you 
by  Caroline  after  her  arrival  at  Louifville; 
when  I  hope  your  fpirits  will  be  fufficient- 
ly  tranquil  again  to  enjoy  all  the  charms 
of  her  modulated  voice,  when  fhe  fo  bril- 
liantly relates  anecdotes,  details  informa- 
tion, tells  a  ftory,  or  with  glowing  image- 
ry pourtrays  the  beauties  of  nature. 

The  enigma  of  Mrs.  S» 's  marriage 

is  explained.  There  has  been  fomething 
fo  dark  and  infamous  in  that  tranfa&ion 
that  I  was  petrified  when  I  firft  got  a  clue 
to  fo  difingenuous  a  proceeding.  But  from 
motives  of  delicacy,  and  a  more  facred  re- 
gard for  the  comfort  of  the  amiable  and 
grateful  Laura,  I  fhall  be  perfectly  filent 
upon  the  fubjeft.  Indeed  I  have  been 
obliged  to  trim  a  little  with  General  W — — 
in  confequence  of  the  letter  I  wrote  him, 
when  I  enclofed  my  lad  to  you,  and  which 

I  defpife 
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I  defpife,  but  from  the  pureft  confidera- 
tions  I  was  obliged.  You  (hall  have  the 
particulars  when  I  have  the  happinefs  to 
meet  you,  which  thank  God  my  friend  will 
be  in  a  few  days.     Farewell, 

G.    Il RAY. 


I  6  LET- 
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LETTER  XLIII. 

•» 
Mifs  Caroline  T n  to  P P Efq. 

Pittfburg,  May. 

My  dear  Friend, 

MY  father  returned  two  days 
fince  in  company  with  fome  friends  of  Ge- 
neral W 's,  and  Mr.  II ray  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, who  I  have  fo  often  mentioned 
to  you  with  fo  much  pleafure.  He  brought 
with  him  a  letter  from  Eliza. 

Come  to  us  as  early  as  poffible ;  my  fa- 
ther has  determined  to  remove  to  Louif- 
ville  -  my  brother  has  abandoned  us,  and 
returned  to  England,  and  Eliza  in  the  mod 
affectionate  terms  has  invited  me  to  re- 
turn, nay,  has  almoft  commanded  it ;  but 

my 
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my  friend,  as  pleafing  as  fuch  news  would 
have  been  to  me,  previous  to  my  leaving 
Philadelphia,  and  as  unbounded  as  my 
love  is  for  her,  I  have  not  at  this  moment* 
the  mod  diflant  conception  of  complying 
with  her  requifition. 

A  thoufand  confiderations  now  over- 
whelm my  mind;  but  the  ties  of  nature, 
and  the  feelings  of  honour  and  duty  con- 
fpire  to  force  me  to  accompany  my  pa- 
rents, who  are  already  made  fufhciently 
wretched  by  the  conduct  of  George ;  and 
before  I  would  confent  to  defert  them  in 
their  prefent  ftate  of  indigence,  and  fly  to  a 
ftate  of  eafe  and  gaiety,  I  would  dig,  or  cul- 
tivate the  earth,  which  fo  faithfully  rewards 
the  induftrious. 

Forgive  my  friend,  this  efFufion  of  felf 
commendation,  for  my  pride  is  wounded  by 
the  unmanly  defertion  of  George. 

Pray 
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Pray  come  to  us,  that  I  may  enjoy  the 
confolation,  if  I  merit  it,  to  have  your 
approbation  of  the  conduct  of  your  affec- 
tionate and  true  friend. 

Caroline. 


LET- 
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LETTER    XLIV. 

P.  P.  Efq.  to  Mifs  Caroline  T n. 

Laurel-mount,  May, 

I  Have  this  inftant  hurried 
over  your  note  of  this  date,  my  dear  girl, 
which  I  perfectly  understand,  and  I  have 
only  to  aflure  you,  that  it  is  notpoflible  for 
Caroline  to  deferve  my  difapprobation  in 
any  thing  fhe  can  do, 

I  difpatch  this  by  the  return  of  the  bear- 
er of  yours,  and  I  will  be  with  you  early 
to-morrow. 

God  blefs  you,  my  dear  Caroline,  and 
rely  only  upon  the  care  of  yours,  Sec. 

P.  P . 

LET- 
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LETTER  XLV. 

Mifs  Caroline  T n  to  Mrs.  F- 


■ 

Pittfburg,  May. 

AT  a  period  when  a  combination 
of  circumftances  appeared  to  confpire  to 
diftract.  your  Caroline,  my  dear  filler,  I 
received  your  affectionate   letter,   directed 

to  the  care  of  our  friend  Mr.   II ray, 

who  is  now  with  us  at  this  place,  on   his, 
way  to  the  Illinois, 

Never  did  I  experience  a  period  which 
feemed  pregnant  with  fo  many  events — God 
knows  what  they  will  lead  to — I  am  fuf- 
pended  as  it  w7ere  between  Elyfium  and 
Tartarus — for  while  you,  my  Eliza,  give 

me 
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me  fuch  proofs  of  your  affe&ion  as  your 
letter  contains,  I  again  feel  all  thofe  fen- 
fations  your  love  has  ever  infpired.  But 
when  I  take  a  retrofpeclive  view  of  the 
circumflances  that  were  the  caufe  of  all 
my  inquietudes,  and  then  look  forward  to 
that  goal  to  which  every  tie  that  I  hold 
facred  obliges  me  to  advance,  I  confefs  my 
ftrength  and  fpirits  are  overpowered. 

Kindly  and  affe&ionate  do  I  regard  your 
invitation  to  return  :  and  was  it  poffible 
for  my  love  to  be  more  lively  for  you, 
Eliza,  the  tendernefs  and  concern  you  ex- 
prefs  in  that  charming  and  ingenuous  re- 
quifition,  would  have  produced  it;  but 
your  folicitude  for  me  upon  all  occafions, 
and  the  mutual  endearments  which  have 
been  interchanged  throughout  our  girlifli 
paftimes,  and  cemented  in  our  approach 
to  maturity,  had  bound  me  to  you  by  ties 
that  are  indiffoluble. 

Yes! 
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Yes !  my  dear  fitter,  as  fondly  as  I  once 
would  have  embraced  a  chance  of  again 
living  with  you,  it  is  now  impoffible  for 
me  ever  to  indulge  fuch  a  thought.  Every 
feeling  of  pride,  filial  duty,  moral,  and 
honorary,  tells  me  it  would  be  bafe  now 
to  defert  thofe  parents  who  gave  me  exif- 
tence,  when  they  have  no  confolation  left 
but  in  the  confidence  of  the  efteem  of  that 
remnant  of  a  progeny,  on  whom  they  have 
lavifhed  fo  many  favours;  and  who  are 
now  reduced  to  Mary  and  myfelf;  for 
George  has  abandoned  us,  and  failed  for 
England,  in  a  manner,  of  which  to  think, 
is  mocking ;  and  upon  which  I  ihall  leave 
him  to  make  his  own  comments,  as  doubu 
jefs  you  will  fee  him.  It  is  an  affair  alto- 
gether fo  difgraceful,  that  I  am  afhamed 
merely  at  the  recollection, 

I  imparted  to  you  in  my  laft  the  man- 
ner our  Uncle   P was   difcovered> 

and  I  now  fend  you  a  copy  of  our  corref- 

fpondence 
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pondence  agreeable  to  promife;  which 
fhould  have  been  done  fooner,  but  my 
father  not  having  returned  from  his  pur- 
fuit  after  George,  and  our  deftination  be- 
ing uncertain,  I  concluded  I  had  better 
wait  untill  I  could  write  more  fully. 

The  enclofed  copy  to,  and  one  from  our 
worthy  uncle  will  inform  you  of  our  prepa- 
rations to  embark  for  Louifville,  which  will 
be  in  the  courfe  of  to  morrow ;  from  whence 
I  hope  to  be  able  to  continue  our  cor- 
refpondence  as  ufual. 

I  muft  now  inform  you  how  very 
much  we  are  obliged  to  our  honoured 
friend.  His  little  plantation  is  upon  the 
fouthern  branch  of  the  Ohio,  about  twenty 
miles  above  this  place,  which  he  has  culti- 
vated with  all  the  care  of  an  Englifh  farm- 
er, and  it  produces  him  all  the  comforts  of 
living  in  the  moft  fuperfluous  abundance: 
for  this  abundance  there  is  always  a  gene- 
rous 
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rous  market,  as  the  emigrants  who  are 
continually  pairing  through  the  country  to 
form  new  fettlements  upon  the  Mifliflippi, 
after  crofting  the  mountain  want  all  kind 
of  neceflaries;  but  his  munificence  to  us 
has  been  fuch,  that  inftead  of  felling  his 
produce,  he  has  continued  to  fend  his  own 
boat  to  Pittfburgh  with  fuch  loads  of  pro- 
vifions,  that  could  you  have  feen  our  lar- 
der during  the  whole  time  fince  he  has 
known  us,  you  would  have  fuppofed,  it  be- 
longed to  one  of  the  great  Inns  on  the  weft 
road  in  England. 

But  two  days  fince,  when  I  informed 
him  that  my  father  intended  to  go  down 
to  Louifville,  and  take  with  him  his  fami- 
ly, he  immediately,  not  only  difpatched  the 
note,  which  is  enclofed,  but  in  the  courfe 
of  the  next  day  he  arrived  with  a  boat 
fitted  up  in  the  moft  commodious  manner 
for  our  accommodation  ;  and  thus  antici- 
pating our  wants,  other  boats  have  follow- 
ed, 
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cd,  bringing  in  them  every  kind  of  necef- 
fary  for  our  voyage,  with  horfes,  Sec.  to 
enable  my  father  to  fettle  a  farm  upon  our 
arrival  in  the  low  country. 

However  this  is  not  all,  for  this  friend 
goes  with  us — I  remonftrated  with  him — I 
told  him  his  age  and  the  comfortable  fup- 
port  he  at  prefent  enjoyed,  ought  to  in- 
duce him  to  reflecl  upon  the  hardfhips  he 
might  be  compelled  to  undergo,  in  confe- 
quence  of  fuch  an  undertaking  ;  and  how- 
ever much  I  might  lament  the  neceflity  of 
parting  with  fo  valuable  a  friend,  yet,  I 
would  fooner  experience  the  pangs  of  fuch 
a  dereliction,  than  I  would  recommend  him 
to  launch  again  into  a  new  fettiement. 
I  begged  him  to  recoiled — here  he  flop- 
ped me. — O  Eliza !  how  will  your  tender 
heart  melt  when  you  read  his  tragecal 
hiftory — I  faw  the  tears  ftart  in  his  eyes 
— The  animation  of  his  whole  foul  feemed 
to  have  lighted  again  the  torch  of  forrow, 

and 
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and  I  trembled  for  having  bordered  upon 
a  fubjec~t,  which  has  as  potential  an  effe8: 
upon  him,  as  the  unparalleled  Sterne,  faid 
the  name  of  Julia  had  upon  Slawkenber- 
gius, 

"  Harfh  and  untuneful 
Are  the  notes  of  love, 
Unlefs  my  Julia  ftrikes  the  key, 
Her  hand  alone,  can  touch  the  part, 
Whofe  dulcit  movements  charm  the  heart, 
And  governs   all   the   man  with     fympathetic 
fway." 

For  whenever  the  converfation  produces 
a  fentiment  that  brings  to  his  recollection 
his  once  fond  Juliana  and  infant  family, 
his  feelings  quite  overpower  him,  and  his 
face  pourtrays  the  raoft  lively  forrow. 

He  had  paufed  for  fome  moments  to 
let  nature  take  its  courfe  ;  but  perceiving 
that  the  power  of  fympathy  had  extended 
its  flame  to  me,  and  that  my  feelings  were 

in 
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in  unifon  with  his,  he  took  his  handker- 
chief, and  after  having  dryed  my  eyes- 
faid  he,  Caroline,  my  friend,  we  have  met 
here  in  thefe  regions  of  innocence,  where 
there  is  no  art  to  beguile  and  rob  us  of 
that  felicity,  which  flows  from  mutual  fin- 
cerity ;  and  while  I  difcover  in  you  all  the 
warmth  of  imagination  peculiar  to  your 
animation  and  youth,  and  all  that  regard 
for  virtue  which  the  ingenuous  heart 
pofTefTes,  I  feel  that  I  am  growing  old, 
and  confequently  I  am  governed  more  by 
my  principles  than  by  my  paffions ;  and 
if  you  will  permit  me  to  fay,  after  the 
many  proofs  you  have  given  me  of  your 
candour,  that  I  have  not  forgotten  the 
affair  with  Captain  Arl — ton,  who  you 
know  is  at  Louifville;  but  faid  he,  ftill 
holding  my  hand,  while  I  felt  a  glow  over- 
fpreading  my  cheeks,  abftractedly  from  the 
obligations  which  confanguinity,  and  the 
ties  of  friendship  have  impofed  upon  me 

to 
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to  be  your  guardian,  I  am  actuated  by  all 
felfifhnefs,  which  is  too  apt  to  be  the  fpving 
of  our  every  action — for  I  feel  faid  he,  con- 
tinuing, that  I  cannot  be  happy  where  you 
are  not;  and  I  have  learned  to  know  bet- 
ter how  to  appropriate  the  joys  of  this 
world,  than  to  facrifice  animated  pleafures, 
to  that  fluggifh  inaction  which  merely 
affords  comfort  without  zeft. 

Such,  Eliza,  has  been  the  conduct  of 
that  man,  whom  we  have  heard  fo  feverely 
reprobated,  and  condemned  as  the  mod 
abandoned  and  unprincipled  man  alive, 
and  w7hat  proves  to  me  more  fatisfactorily 
than  could  the  moft  brilliant  difplay  of 
oratory,  that  it  is  only  fufficient  for  a 
man  to  govern  his  conduct  by  the  princi- 
ples of  reafon  and  juftice,  when  they  dif- 
fer materially  from  the  eftablifhed  Centi- 
me nts  of  fociety,  to  receive  that  obloquy^ 
which  has    tarnifhed  that  fame,  that  in  my 

opinion> 
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opinion,  ought  to  be  as  fair  as  the  unfuL 
tied  purity  of  nature. 

How  fhall  I  exprefs  to  you,  my  dear 
finer,  my  regard,  for  the  manner  in  which 
you  fent  what  was  enclofed  iu  your  charm- 
ing letter? 

If  I  have  not  appropriated  it  in  the  man., 
ner  you  expelled,  I  am  fure  I  have  done  it 
in  away  that  will  prove  agreeable  to  you — 
nothing  could  have  come  more  opportune- 
ly ;  for  though  our  friend  has  anticipated 
all  our  wants,  which  it  was  in  his  power  to 
do,  yet  he  had  not  the  means  of  tranfmuting 
things  into  gold,  when  the  only  articles  of 
that  fort  his  little  farm  produces,  had  been 
already  confumed  in  our  family — and  thus 
it  has  happened,  that  my  father's  penury  has 
found  in  your  generous  remittance  a  moft 
timely  relief. 

Farewell,     I     am  obliged  to   flnifh,   to 

mflift  in  packing  up  for  our  embarkation* 

vol.  11.  k  Be. 


1^2 
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Be  aflured  that  you  will  hear  from  rac 
by  the  firfl  opportunity  I  can  meet  to 
fend  a  letter.  Direct  yours  as  ufual,  to  the 
care  of  Mr.  II — ray,  Philadelphia. 

O  Eliza!  I  already  tremble  at  the  thought 
of  feeing  Captain  Arl — ton.  Will  you 
pity  your  Caroline? — we  all  unite  in  pray- 
ers for  your  happinefs. 

God  blefs  you  my  dear  fiftef. 

Caroline. 


LET- 
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LETTER  XL  VI. 

Capt.  Arl — ton  to  Mr.  II ray* 

Louifville,  June. 

IT  is  impoflible  for  me  to  fee 
Caroline  in  the  preient  ftate  of  my  mind, 
and  therefore  I  hope  you  will  not  look 
upon  it  in  theieaft  dmefpectful,  my  friend, 
if  I  mould  happen  to  be  abfent  wheji  you 
arrive ;  for  to  be  candid  with  you,  I  fhali 
make  a  journey  purpofdy  to  Lexington. 

Your  obliging  favour  from  Pittfburg, 
which  you  meahi  fhouid  give  me  fpirits,  has 
had  cuke  a  contrary  errect. 

By  attempting  to  focthe  my   mind,    I 

difcover   that  fecret   poiion  flattery  ever 

fc  z  contains, 
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contains,  and  which  I  confider  die  princU 
pal  caufe  of  my  prefent  wretchednefs. 

The  image  you  have  given  of  Caro- 
line makes  her  appear  to  me  more  lovely 
than  ever;  and  when  you  fay  that  en- 
chantment feems  to  fpring  up  where  ere 
{he  treads,  I  feel  the  full  force  of  all  her 
charms^  and  conceive  that  I  behold  her  in 
this  feafon  of  fragrance  and  beauty,  deco- 
rating thofe  gardens  which  you  paffed 
through  on  your  return  from  the  fatal  view 
upon  the  Allegany, 

While  the  blufhing  rofe,  d looping  hides  its  head, 
As  Caroline's  ftveets  more  odorous  prove, 

And  op'ning  lillies  look  faint,  iick,  and  dead,— 
For  things  inanimate,  feel  the  force  of  love. 

She  is  irrefiftible,— and  it  is  only  by  ab- 
fence  that  I  fhall  ever  be  enabled  to  for- 
get my  misfortunes;  and  therefore,  my 
dear  friend,  I  muft  requeft  that  in  your 
future  letters,  when  you  mention  that  di- 
vine 
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vine  woman,  you  will  not  appreciate  that 
beauty  which  has  ten  thoufand  charms  to 
laicinate  and  fetter  the  foul. 

She  has  not  only  all  the  fy  mine  try  of  form, 
the  foftnefs  of  love,  and   the  enchantment 
ofagoddefs;  but  fhe  can  aflume  an  anima- 
tion and  that  furprizing  activity  of  motion, 
that  while  you  are  fufpended  in  the  tran- 
fports  of  aftonifhment,  you  are  loft  in  ad- 
miration at  the   graceful nefs   with   which 
fhe  moves— I   have  feen  her*  bound  over 
a  rock,   and  pluck  a  wild   honey-fuckle, 
that  grew  upon  the  fide  of  a  precipice,  and 
while  I  flood  gazing  at  her  in  amazement 
fhe  has  brought  it  as  a  trophy  of  her  exer- 
tions. 

Believe,  my  friend,  that  if  ever  nature 
formed  one  woman  to  excel  another  in 
perfonal  charms,  it  muft  be  Caroline. 


As 
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As  to  the  myftery  of  the  note,  it  is  not 
very  confpicuous ; — but  my  own  credulity 
by  vainly  expecting  to  have  excited  a  mu- 
tual fympathy,  I  believe  to  have  been  the 
only  caufe  of  my  misfortunes,  and  there- 
fore! muft  infill  that  you  do  not  in  the 
flighted  manner  touch  upon  the  fubjeft. 

I  cannot  fay  I  am  in  the  leaft  concerned 
for  the  lofs  of  the  brother ;  for  he  was  fo 
extremely  inactive,  that  he  would  have 
continued  a  dead  weight  upon  the  family.^ — 

As  to  his  conduct,  certainly  it  is  very 
reprehenfible  and  inhuman,  to  fay  the  leaft 
of  it.  However,  that  is  apleafant  philofo- 
phy  which  induces  you  to  believe,  every 
thing  that  happens  is  for  the  bell.  I  do 
not  mean  the  fublime  philofophy  which 
Pope  meant  when  he  faid, 

Whatever  is — is  right; 

for 
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for  he  clearly  alluded  to  the  great  order 
of  things;  but  there  are  many  people  in 
the  world,  who  let  what  will  happen  to 
them,  they  believe  it  is  all  for  the  beft; 
and  1  have  no  doubt  myfelf,  the  defertion 
of  that  young  man,  was  the  fole  caufe 
which  induced  Mr.  T— — n  to  think  of 
fettling  in  this  country  ;  and  certainly  it 
will  prove  a  propitious  circumftance,  for 
this  is  a  much  more  eligible  country  in 
every  refpeft  for  his  family,  than  that  of 
Red  Stone  or  Pittfburg. 

I  confefs  I  have  the  greateft  expecta- 
tions in  feeing  the  uncle,  who  appeared  to 
me,  at  the  time  we  met,  to  be  a  very  ex- 
traordinary man ;  and  I  flatter  myfelf,  that 
this  infant  fettlement  will  derive  much  ad- 
vantage from  talents  fo  fplendid  as  his 
appear^ 

It  is  perhaps  needlefs  for  me  to  afk  you, 

my  dear  friend,  to  write  to  me  immediate- 

k  4,  ly 
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ly  on  your  arrival,  and  to  let  me  know 
when  you  are  ready  to  commence  your 
tour  of  this  country,  for  I  will  with  the 
greateft  pleafure  attend  you,  as  I  have  hy 
my  frequent  excurfions  through  its  dif- 
ferent parts,  obtained  a  confiderable  know* 
ledge  of  its  geography,  minerals,  &c. 

As  I  muft  fuppofe  the  family  ftand  in 
need  of  pecuniary  aid,  I  beg  you  will 
contrive  to  appropriate  to  their  ufe  the 
inclofed  in  ftich  a  manner,  as  not  to  offend 
their  delicacy,  and  be  particularly  cauti- 
ous, not  to  let  it  be  fufpe&ed  that  I  have 
any  hand  in  the  bufinefs,  for  mould  that  be 
conceived,  it  would  look  like  an  attempt 
to  lay  Caroline  under  obligations  to  me. 

You  have  quite  alarmed  me  upon  the 

fubjeft  of  the  charming  Laura  R ,  now 

Mrs.  S ,  and  I  mail  be  all  impa- 
tience, until  I  hear  what  you  have  to  fay 
upon  the  fubje£t  Be  fo  kind  as  to  apo- 
logize to  all  our  friends  for  my  abfence. 

I  leave 
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I  leave  this  enclofed  in    a   packet   for 
General  W — —  —. — .     I  am  this  moment 
informed  there  are   boats   making  round 
Diamond  Ifland. — Who  knows  but  one 
of  them  contains  the  lovely  Caroline? — ah! 
piy  friend,  I  feel  every  emotion  of  love 
and  fhame  fo  powerfully,  that  I  muft  in- 
ftantly  fly  to  avoid  expofmg  royfelf — curfe 
that  mandate  which  baniflied  me  from  the 
lovely  tyrant  of  my  heart — curfe  the  vanity 
which  expofed  my  weaknefs; — for  damna- 
ble is  that   fate  which  compells  a  man  to 
avoid  the  object  of  all  others,  which  to  him 
is  the  moft  interefting — I  mult  this  ir  ftant 
be   oif.      O  Caroline  ! — Caroline! — while 
my  foul  deadens  at  the  thought,  I  abandon 
the  ipot  which  will  be  converted  into  ely- 
fium    the  moment  you  arrive.     Forgive, 
my  friend,    this   effufion    of  nature — this 
weaknefs,  for  it  prepares  us  for  thofe  de- 
licious raptures,  that  flow  from  the  fource 
of  fympathy,  and  while  it  foftens  us  to  that 
tender  texture,  which  is  congenial  to  femi- 
k  5  nine 
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nine  charms,  it  invigorates  our  actions,  and 
fofters  every  generous  and  noble  fenti- 
ment. 

The  dreamers  of  your  vefTels,  for  it  muft 
be  you,  are  playing  in  the  wind,  as  if  en- 
raptured with  the  treafure  over  which  they 
impend,  feem  eradiated  with  the  charms  of 
Caroline ;  while  the  gentle  Ohio,  as  if 
confciousof  its  charge,  proudly  fwells,  and 
appears  to  vie  with  the  more  elevated  earth, 
in  order  to  fecure  to  its  divinity,  upon  which 
to  tread  at  fier  difembarkation,  the  flowery 
carpet  of  its  banks. 

Adieu.     I  am  off. 

J.  A. 


LET. 
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LETTER  XLVIL 

Mr.  II ray  to  Capt.  Art — ton, 


Louifville,  June. 


My  Dear  James, 


FROM  the  time  we  left  Pittfburg 
untill  our  arrival  here,  which  was  ten 
days  after  our  embarkation,  we  were  all 
appreciating  the  pl'eafure  we  mould  derive 
from  finding  you  at  this  place. 

I  had  expatiated  largely  upon  the  fatis- 
faction  we  fhould  experience  from  the  in- 
formation you  would  give  us  of  die  coun- 
try ;  and  no  fooner  were  we  in  fight  of 
the  town  than  we  hung  out  a  flag  of  invi- 
&  6  tation; 
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tation  •  not  doubting  but  you  would  obferve 
it,  and  immediately  come  off  to  us  in  a 
barge;  but  judge  what  was  the  furprize  of 
the  whole  party,  and  my  mortification, 
when  we  learned  upon  landing,  you  had 
left  the  place  not  more  than  half  an  hour. 

The  letter  you  left  enclofed  for  me  in 

General  W 's  packet,    to  be   fure 

informed  me  of  the  caufe  of  your  abfence ; 
but  it  by  no  means  juftified  the  a£tion. 
And  I  demand  as  a  proof  of  your  refpeft 
for  your  old  friends,  that  you  inftantly 
return. 

Remember,  James,  this  is  the  command 
of  a  friend,  who  is  anxious  to  reftore  you 
to  a  ftate  of  reafon,  which  it  appears  you 
have  not  poffeffed  for  feme  time  paft. 

Caroline  was  in  tolerable  fpirits  until 
within  two  days  of  our  arrival,  when  fhe 
fuddenly  appeared  to  be  penfive  and  in  a 

ftate 
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ftate  of  extreme  trepidation;  and  fince  we 
arrived  (he  has  been  confined  by  indifpofi- 
tion. 

If  you  have  a  delicate  and  tender  regard 
for  this  charming  girl,  you  will  fly  imme- 
diately to  enquire  after  her  health.  But 
to  put  it  out  of  your  power  to  frame  a 
fhadow  for  an  excufe,  I  inform  you  that 
it  is  my  intention  firft  to  vifit  the  Illinois, 
and  to  view  this  country  on  my  return. 

I  waited  during  yefterday  for  an  oppor- 
tunity to  fend  this,  and  as  I  could  not 
meet  with  oneA  I  fend  a  peifon  I  have 
hired  for  the  purpofe,  as  my  men  are  un- 
acquainted with  the  country. 

Believe  me  to  be  your  fincere,  but  un~ 
happy  friend, 

G.  Il — RAY. 


LET- 
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LETTER  XLVIIL 

Capt.  Arl — ton  to  Mr.  II- — ray* 

Lexington,  June*. 

YOUR  exprefs  has  this  moment 
reached  me :  and  to  convince  you,  my  dear 
II — ray,  that  no  man  can  be  more  alive  to 
every  fentiment  of  love  and  friendfhip,  I 
fhall  not  defer  my  return  to  Louifville  a 
fingie  hour;  and  I  merely  difpatch  this  by 
the  return  of  your  meflenger,  to  let  you 
know  I  fhall  be  with  you  to-morrow  in  the 
evening;  and  that  in  my  prefent  diftra&ed 
ftate  of  mind,  I  think  it  rhoft  advifeable  to 
make  my  entre  under  the  cover  of  the  dark, 
to  prevent  my  being  perceived,  as  I  wife 
to  devote  the  whole  evening  in  fequeitcied 
converie  with  you  my  friend. 

Caroline 
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Caroline   is  ill!    Ah!  II ray    I   am 

wretched  in  the  extreme.  I  am  burnt  up 
with  a  fcorching  fever — I  am  wrecked  in 
the  elements  of  every  painful  paffion,  and 
my  every  effort  to  reafon  is  baffled  by  my 
reflections  upon  pall  occurences, 

But  I  am  your  indifToluble  friend, 

J.  ARL TON* 


LET- 
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LETTER  XLIX, 

Mifs  Caroline  T n  to  Mrs,  F . 

Louifville,  July. 

My  Dear  Sister, 

WE  arrived  here  about  eight 
days  fince,  and  when  we  came  in  fight  of 
the  Rapids,  we  expe&ed  every  moment 
that  Capt.  Arl — ton  would  come  off  as 
Mr.  II — ray  affured  us,  that  he  had 
informed  him  of  the  time  we  mould  leave 
Piufburg,  by  which  means  he  would  be 
able  to  know  nearly  the  time  of  our  arri- 
val. However  every  one  of  the  party 
were  amazed  at  learning  he  had  left  town 
immediately  upon  our  appearing  in  fight  ; 
but  which  it  feems  was  owing  to  fome  par- 
ticular 
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ticular  bufmefs  up  the   country,  and  his 
not  knowing  our  veilels. 

Mr.  II — ray  difpatched  a  mefFenger  to 
inform  him  of  the  arrival  of  our  party,  and 
requeuing  him  inftantly  to  return.  He 
came  in  the  courfe  of  eight  and  forty 
hours;  and  after  having  fpent  the  preced- 
ing evening  with  his  friend  they  waited 
upon  us  the  next  morning. 

I  had  been  in  fuch  a  tremulous  ftate  from 
the  time  I  embarked,  which  increafed  to 
fuch  a  degree  upon  our  approximation  to 
this  place,  that  I  was  unable  to  keep  up  my 
fpirits,  and  at  length  became  compleatly 
ill ;  fo  that  when  they  arrived,  as  I  had  no 
previous  intimation  of  Capt.  Arl — ton's  re- 
turn, I  was  fetting  in  an  undrefs,  in  Ge- 
neral W 's  marquee  for  the  advantage 

of  the  air,  as  the  weather  was  extremely 
warm. 


It 
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It  feems  they  had  inquired  for  me  at  ou? 
lodging,  and  hearing  I  was  in  the  marquee,, 
they  came  thither  without  any  ceremony. 
I  happened  to  be  at  that  moment  alone. 
Mr.  II — ray  entered  firft,  and  faid  my  dear 
Caroline,  ray  friend  has  haftened  from 
Lexington  to  enquire  after  your  health, 
and  to  aflure  you  of  his  folic  itude  for  your 
happinefs.  He  was  leading  him  by  the 
hand  to  prefent  him  to  me,  and  had  nearly 
approached  me  before  I  recollected  him  ^ 
for  not  expelling  to  fee  him,  and  the  alte- 
ration which  has  taken  place  both  in  his 
peifon  and  his  countenance,  for  he 
has  become  quite  thin,  and  his  face  is 
very  much  fun  burnt ;  fo  that  I  did  not 
at  firft  know  him;  but  the  inftant  I  could 
think,  I  recognized  the  image  of  the  fame 
Arl — ton  with  whom  I  had  crofted  the  Ap- 
palachean  mountains ;  and  when  I  had 
caught  a  glance  from  his  piercing  eyes  my 
whole  faculties  were  for  a  minute  fb  con- 
founded, 
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founded,  that  I  was  not  able  to  fpeak.  In- 
deed it  was  with  difficulty  I  could  keep 
from  fainting. 

Mr.  II — ray  endeavoured  to  relieve  me 
by  the  gentleft  of  all  folicitudes,  and  by 
every  tender  effort  to  recall  my  powers  of 
utterance  ;  but  it  was  not  until  my  furprife 
was  abated,  that  I  was  able  to  thank  Capt. 
Arl — ton  for  his  kindnefs,  and  to  affure 
him  of  the  pleafure  it  gave  me  once  more 
to  fee  him. 

Mr.  II — ray  then  enquired  after  Gene- 
ral W ,    and  faid  he  would   go   and 

bring  him  to  the  marquee,  when  he  left  us 
alone. 

y  , 

O  Eliza!  what  were  the  fenfations  of 
your  Caroline  ?  Haraffed  as  my  fpirits  were, 
by  continual  anxiety,  and  by  this  laft  ef- 
fort to  coiled  myfelf ;  ftill  I  felt  a  thoufand 
emotions  which  fucceeded  each  other  with 

fuch 
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fuch  rapidity,  that  I  am  incapable  of  form- 
ing a  diftinct  idea  of  any  one  of  them. 

We  were  filent  for  near  a  minute  after 
we  were  left  by  ourfeives,  when  Capt. 
Arl — ton  faid,  "  Caroline  it  feems  an  age 
"  fince  IleftPittfburg,"  and  then  taking  hold 
of  my  hand,  faid  he,  "  I  hope  you  pafled 
"  your  winter  agreeably  ?*'  I  told  him  it  had 
been  very  tedious,  and  rather  unpleafant. 
He  then  felicitated  me  upon  the  difcovery 
of  our  uncle,  and  begged  that  I  would  do 
him  the  honour  to  introduce  them  to  each 

other  : 1   told   him    I    moft    certainly 

would  do  it  with  the  greateft  pleafure,  and 
affured  him,  that  he  had  often  enquired  afc 
ter  him  with  the  moft  unfeigned  concern. 

His  bofom  now  feemed  to  palpitate  with 
the  greateft  fervency.  Ah!  faid  he,  Caro- 
line how  much  mifery  have  I  experienced 
in  confequence  of  that  note  ?  But  if  I  have 
loft  fo  precious  a  feafon,  and  which  can  ne- 
ver 
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vcr  be  regained,  it  proves  to  me  my  charm- 
ing and  enchanting  giri,  that  every  hour 
thus  facrificed,  is  worth  an  eternity  of  a 
dull  and  tailelefs  exiitence. 

The  ardour  of  his  expreffion,  and  the 
emotions  of  mv  heart,  which  were  then 
beaming  in  my  eyes,  induced  me  to  hang 
down  my  head,  when  faid  he,  tenderly 
preffing  my  hand  at  the  fame  time,  Caro- 
line !  will  you  not  bellow  one  look  upon 
me?  Then  half  leaning  forward,  as  if  to 
learn  what  was  paffing  in  my  countenance, 
he  faid,  pray  Caroline  !  let  me  once  more 
feel  the  influence  of  thofe  eyes,  which  ufed 
to  charm  my  every  fenfe  ;  and  then  re- 
peated thefe  beautiful  lines  out  of  an  ode 
of  Thornton's: 

<c  O  mix  their  beauteous  beams  with  mine, 
And  let  us  hi  :c  our  hearts  ; 

Let  all  their  fweetnefs  on  me  fhine, 

Poui'd  thro'  my  foul  be  all  their  darts." 


At 
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At  that  inftant  Mr.  II ray  returned 

with  General  W ,  and  thus  ended 

before  it  was  well  begun,  the  renovation 
of  the  fubjeft:  of  his  attachment. 

Soon  after  our  uncle  entered  they 
were  introduced  to  each  other,  and  as  Ge- 
neral W invited  the  party  to  dine 

with  him  in  the  marquee^  I  returned  to  our 
lodgings  to  drefs,  leaving  the  gentlemen  by 

themfelves.     Mr.  II ray  attended  me, 

when  to  my  great  furprize  I  found  Mary 
already  dreffed,  and  which  was  the  more 
extraordinary,  as  it  is  not  ufual  in  this 
warm  climate  to  drefs  in  the  morning. 

When   Mr.    II ray    had   taken    his 

leave  to  return  to  the  gentlemen,  Mary 
afked  me,  if  I  had  feen  Captain  Arl — ton, 
and  upon  my  anfwering  in  the  affirmative, 
fhe  thought  it  very  ftrange  he  fhould  have 
called,  and  upon  hearing  I  was  not  within, 
that  he  fiiould  have  left  the  houfe  immedi- 
ately ; 
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ately  ;  of  which,  at  the  moment,  I  took  no 
other  notice,  than  fuppofing  the  obferva- 
tion  proceeded  from  her  very  great  tena- 
city to  what  (he  calls  decorum  and  good 
breeding. 

Not  long  after  Capt.  Arl — ton  attended 
by  our  uncle  came  to  pay  his  refpe&s  to 
the  family.  I  was  at  the  time  occupied  in 
drefiQng,  for  I  was  fo  flurried,  and  the  day 
was  fo  extremely  warm,  that  I  was  oblig- 
ed to  be  very  tardy;  and  when  I  return- 
ed I  found  Capt.  Arl — ton  and  our  un- 
cle were  apparently  very  well  acquainted, 
and  feemed  to  be  converfing  with  the 
greateft  freedom.  But  the  moment  I  enter- 
ed Capt.  Arl — ton  rofe  and  handed  me  to 
a  feat,  and  with  the  mod  expreflive  ten- 
dernefs,  afked  me  how  I  did,  and  faid 
he,  "  Caroline,  as  you  have  been  indif- 
pofed,  if  you  do  not  keep  yrourfclf  very 
tranquil,  the  heat  will  molt  likely  occafion 
a  relapfe." 


At 
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At  that  intrant  I  caught  a  look  from  him, 
which  expreffed  all  the  animated  tender- 
nefs  the  tear  of  fympathy,  and  which  hung 
upon  his  long  eyelafhes,  gives  to  the  azure 
brightnefs  of  a  living  orb.  And  as  I  was 
feated,  he  gently  prefled  my  hand.  It  was 
too  much  for  me,  Eliza,  my  whole  foul  ap- 
peared to  be  rebelling  againfl  the  defpotifm 
of  reftraint,  and  it  was  not  ppffible  any 
longer  for  me  to  controul  its  emotions. 
My  worthy  uncle,  my  friend,  had  been 
watching  me,  and  faid,  Caroline  my  dear, 
I  am  apprehenfive  your  weak  Mate  of 
health  will  not  permit  you  with  fafety  to 
make  thefe  exertions,  and  taking  his  hand- 
kerchief and  drying  my  eyes,  he  begged 
I  would  fit  perfectly  quiet. 

Ah!  Eliza,  never  did  your  Caroline  ex- 
perience fo  much  difficulty  to  command 
herielf.  Capt.  Arl — ton  was  obliged  to 
leave  the  room,  while  his  face  pourtrayed 
the  moft  lively  fenfibility. 

When 
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When  we  fet  out  to  dinner,  Capt.  Arl — 
ton  took  my  hand,  while  Mary  very  offi- 
cioufly  faid,  Caroline,  my  dear,  take  hold 
of  my  arm,  for  I  am  fure  you  can  fcarcely 
be  able  to  walk.  In  this  way  we  entered 
the  marquee. 

During  the  whole  time  of  dinner  and 
evening,  for  we  took  our  coffee  in  the 
marquee,  Capt.  Arl — ton  not  only  conti- 
nued very  attentive  to  me,  but  he  did  not 
omit  any  of  thofe  little  elegant  anticipa- 
tions, which  have  fuch  peculiar  energy  in 
love ; — and  it  is  poflible  I  might  have  dif- 
covered  fymptoms  of  the  great  joy  I  expe- 
rienced ;  for  I  found  myfelf  not  only  bet- 
ter, but  I  felt  that  fupreme  blifs  which  flows 
from  the  banquet  of  pure  love,  in  the  ge- 
nail  hours  of  fentimental  rapture. 

After  we  had  retired,  I  received  a  lec- 
ture from  Mary  of  the  mod  extraordinary 
kind.  She  faid  my  conduct  during  the  day 
had  been   bold  in   the   extreme,  and  that 

vol.  11.  l  nothing 
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nothing  could  be  more  fhameful,  than  to 
exprefs  the  pleafure  I  had  received  from 
Capt.  Arl — ton's  attentions  in  the  manner 
in  which  I  had  done;  particularly  as  I  had 
for  fo  long  a  time  been  fo  very  penfive,  and 
which  difference  of  my  behaviour  and  fpi- 
rits  had  been  noticed  by  every  one  of  the 
company. 

0  Eliza,  what  a  ftroke  was  this  upon 
your  Caroline  ?  My  fond  imagination  had 
flattered  me  with  the  idea,  that  there  was 
nothing  in  my  conduct,  but  what  had  been 
perfectly  delicate  and  innocent.  > 

1  entered  my  apartment  with  the  molt 
agonizing  reflections,  and  after  a  fleeplefs 
night,  I  found  myfelf  unable  in  the  morn- 
ing to  rife,. for  after  fo  many  druggies  both 
my  frame  and  fpirits  were  fo  harraffed  that 
I  believed,  as  Mary  ajfured  met  that  py 
life  depended  upon  my  obtaining  reit. 

Mr.  II ray  and  Capt.  Ar— ton  had 

called 
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tailed  feveral  times  in  the  courfe  of  the 
morning  to  enquire  after  my  health,  and 
were  told  that  the  fatigue  I  had  experienced 
the  preceding  day,  had  produced  fuch  an 
effecl  upon  me,  that  it  had  confined  me  to- 
my  bed. 

It  was  toward  the  evening,  after  a  day 
pafled  in  extreme  anxiety,  and  which  was 
very  fultry,  that  our  uncle  requefted  to 
be  admitted  into  my  bed  chamber ;  he  came 
and  found  me  in  a  high  fever,  and  in  that 
fituation  he  thought  it  would  not  be  pru- 
dent for  me  to  rife :  But  affured  me  I 
wanted  nothing  but  compofure  to  reftore 
me,  and  begged  I  would  not  fuffer  my  fpi- 
rits  to  be  deprefled,  for  he  had  watched 
the  emotions  of  Capt.  Arl — ton,  and  did 
not  doubt  the  fincerity  of  his  motives. 

I  then  related  to  him  every  thing  which 

paffed  in  the  marquee  without  the  fmalleft 

referve,  and  alfo  the  curious  reprimand  I 

had  received  from  Mary.     He  ftarted  at 

l  3  the 
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the  mention  of  the  note.  What  did  Capt. 
Arl — ton  allude  to  by  the  note,  faid  he 
Caroline  ?  I  anfwered  him  that  it  was  en- 
tirely myflerious  to  me ;  when  faid  he, 
this  enigma  puzzles  me,  but  I  have 
my  fufpicions,  and  if  you  will  give  me 
leave  I  will  inveftigate  them?  I  thanked 
him  and  afked  what  they  were  ;  to  which 
he  replied,  that  he  would  inform  me  the 
next  day,  and  begged  I  would  com- 
pofc  myfelf,  for  he  would  anfwer  for  it 
all  would  be  well,  and  faid  he  had 
much  converfation  with  Capt.  Arl — ton> 
and  found  him  fenfible,  manly,  and  in- 
genuous. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  next  day  Capt. 
Arl — ton  called  frequently,  but  as  my  fe- 
ver was  not  entirely  abated,  though  I  felt 
myfelf  much  better,  our  uncle,  who  vifited 
me  in  the  morning,  thought  it  moft  ad-, 
vifable  for  me  not  to  leave  my  room  that 

day, 
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day,  and  faid  in  the  courfe  of  it,  he  would 
find  out  the  meaning  of  the  note. 

Accordingly  he  came ;  well  faid  he,  my 
dear  friend,  as  he  entered  my  apartment, 
are  you  any  better  ?  I  told  him  I  was ; 
then  faid  he,  my  dear  I  think  in  the 
courfe  of  to-morrow  I  mail  be  able  to 
unriddle  the  myftery  of  the  note,  and 
faid,  from  the  whole  of  Mary's  conduct, 
towards  me,  he  had  long  fufpe&ed  there 
had  been  fome  unfair  tran faction  ;  and  he 
accordingly  had  afked  her  when  they  were 
by  themfelves,  and  at  a  moment  when  fhe 
could  not  expeel:  any  thing  of  the  kind, 
what  could  have  induced  her  to  have  writ- 
ten the  note  to  Capt.  Arl — ton  at  Pittfburg? 
Mary's  face,  faid  he,  was  inftantly  as  red 
as  fcarlet,  and  though  fhe  affected  to  make 
a  wonder  at  the  interrogation,  and  mean- 
ing, yet  he  was  confirmed  .in  a  belief  in 
confequence  of  the  blufh  which  the  ques- 
tion produced,  that  fhe  knew  fomethingof 
l  3  the 
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the  matter;  and  faid  he,  with  your  per- 
million,  Caroline,  I  will  to-morrow  wait 
upon  Capt.  Arl — ton,  and  tell  him  that  I 
am  no  (Iranger  to  what  has  pafled  between 
you  and  him,  and  afk  what  note  he  al- 
luded  to  in  the   courfe  of  the   converfa- 

tion  he  had  with  you  in  General  W y 

marquee  ? — I  blufhed  and  left  the  affair  en- 
tirely  to  his  management. 

But — O  my  filter !  he  is-  gone  again  ! 
For  what  is  your  Caroline  refervett  ?  I  have 
been  toffed  between  hope,  expectation, 
love,  and  difappointment,  white  every 
one  of  my  fenfes  have  been  at  war  with 
fortune,  and  all  my  wifhes  have  been  pai- 
red in  their  infancy. 

I  had  rifen  the  next  morning,  as  I  was 
confiderably  recovered,  and  every  moment 
expecled  Capt.  Arl — ton  would  call  upon 
us,  when  to  my  great  aftonifhment,  Mr.  II — 
ray  entered  about  eleven  o'clock  by  him- 

felf. 
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felf.  Caroline,  my  dear  girl,  faid  he,  I  la- 
ment that  I  am  obliged  to  leave  you  imme- 
diately; hut  I  promife  myfelf  the  pleafurc 
of  making  a  much  longer  flay  with  you 
when  I  return.  I  nattily  interrupted  him, 
and  afked  if  Capt.  Arl — ton  did  not  mean 
to  attend  him  ?  He  anfwered  that  it  was  on 
his  account  that  it  became  neceflary  for  him 
to  fet  out  fo  early,  I  was  afraid  to  afk  ano- 
ther queftion.  "  Sir/*  faid  I,  "  If  you  will 
<f  excufe  me,  I  will  retire,  for  I  find  my- 
n  felf  too  weak  to  fet  long  up?  He  con- 
dueled  me  to  the  door  of  my  apartment; 
when  faid  he,  "  Caroline,  fhall  I  fay  any 
"  thing  from  you  to  Arl — ton,  for  he  has 
"  already  eroded  the  river  to  Clarkeville, 
u  and  begged  that  I  would  mention  him  to 
n  you  in  the  moft  affeclionate  terms?"  I 
could  not  fpeak,  but  inftantly  fell,  as  though 
I  had  been  fhot. 

When  my  recollection  returned,  I  found 
I  had  been  taken  into  my  apartment,  and 

that 
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that  Mr.  II — ray  had  departed,  leaving  his 
fervant  behind  him,  to  carry  word  when 
I  fhould  recover  in  what  Rate  he  left  me. 

Such,  my  dear  fifter,  has  been  the  fate  of 
your  unhappy  Caroline,  and  you  mud 
pardon  me  for  writing  you  a  whole  letter 
concerning  myfelf ;  but  be  affured,  the  mo- 
ment I  am  able,  I  will  fully  compenfate 
for  this  egotifm,  by  fending  you  a  full  ac- 
count of  every  thing  in  which  you  can  be 
interefied. 

The  family  are  all  in  good  fpirits  and 
health,  your  Caroline  excepted,  who  is 
not  only  unhappy,  but  wretched  in  the  ex- 
treme. God  only  knows  what  will  be  my 
fate,  Eliza. 

Farewell,  ; 

Caroline. 
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